
Belgian official arrives for talks 

AMMAN (J.T,) Jos Chabert, vice president of the 
^Brussels capital government in Belgium, arrived in Amman’ 

s “«fey \ w Pf k ' ! ,? ng y^it to Jordan. Mr. Chabeltis 
scheduled to hold talks with the ministers of industry and 

j“ d «d could be received in audence 
by His Majesty Kang Hussein, the Belgian embassy in 
Amman said. The Belgian official, who leaves Amman on 
Oct. 3, was expected to review Jordanian-Belgian relations 
and cooperation in industrial and trade affairs. Industry 
.and Trade Minister Rima Khalaf Huneidi received the 
visiting Belgian official at the. airport. 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali answers a with Malaysian Prime Minister M ahathir 
question to a joint press conference be held Mohammad on Sunday (Petra photo) 

Israel shows more logic 
in border talks — Majali 

Israel accepts Jordanian sovereignty 

over northern plot, prime minister says 

GCC move to end partial boycott of Israel 
positive but needs Arab endorsement 


" By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
‘bund Israel's response to the 
5S. Kingdom’s demands for the 
' ^ s turn of Jordanian land as 
. ^logical and acceptable,” and 
that the Jewish state has also 
agreed to recognise Jorda- 
nian sovereignty over a plot 
of land near the convergence 
of the Jordan and Yarmouk 
rivers in the north. Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
said Sunday. 

j ‘ The prime minister also 
welcomed as positive a ded- 
! sion by the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) members to 
* end the secondary and terti- 
ary extensions of the Arab 
boycott of Israel but said the 
move should be endorsed by 
Che Arab League. 

; “I think it is a positive 
move, but it has to be con- 
firmed by the Arab League 
because the decision of 
boycott was that of the Arab 
League,” said, the prime 


minister. The issue “will be 
discussed in the very near 
future.” 

Dr. Majali, addressing a 
joint press conference with 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad, also 
appeared to leave the door 
open for possible leasing of 
land along the borders to 
Israel after the Kingdom and 
Israel demarcate their bound- 
aries. 

The prime minister’s com- 
ments came two days after 
His Majesty King Hussein 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said after a 
summit meeting in Aqaba 
that “several issues remain to 
be resolved" in Jordan ian- 
Israeli peace negotiations. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan is scheduled to 
meet with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres at the 
White House on Monday and 
it is expected that Israel 
would, announce its intention 
in principle to withdraw from 
Jordanian territories it has 
occupied since 1948. 


In an interview with the 
Jordan Times on Saturday, 
Dr.' Majali said Israel had 
expressed its readiness to 
withdraw from Jordanian 
territory after delineating the 
borders and maps were 
drawn- up. But, he said, no 
date has been set for an 
Israeli withdrawal “because 
the process had to be final- 
ised in the right perspective.” 
Dr. Majali told Sunday’s 
press conference that at the 
'Aqaba summit, “we thought 
that their (Israel's) under- 
standing of our position and 
our interpretation of the de- 
lineation of borders is quite 
logical and acceptable," Dr. 
Majali said. “But to turn that 
delineation into demarcation 
is going to take a long time.” 
Both sides have agreed to 
“continue the serious (nego- 
tiations) because for us this is 
very serious,” Dr. Majali 
said. “In principle, we mil 
never give up an inch of our 
territories, whatever the case 

(Continued on page 7) 


Mahathir describes visit as 
fruitful, upbeat on cooperation 


’-By P.V. Yivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Malaysian 
prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad on Sunday cap- 
ped his first visit to Jordan 
with the signing of several 
agreements on cooperation 
and expressing confidence 
that trade and economic ties 
between the two countries 
uJDuld continue to grow. 
“Dr. Mahathir also said he 
found the conditions in Jor- 
dan to be quite conducive to 
investments and voiced hope 
that Malaysian businessmen 
' would bring in capital to the 
Kingdom after being familia- 
! rised with the incentives that 
the government offers to 
foreign investors. 

The Malaysian premier’s 
talks here also covered the 
setting up of Jordanian and 
Malaysian embassies in each 
other’s capitals. “It is only a 
matter of time” before the 
missions are established. Dr. 
Mahathir said. 

Addressing a joint press 
conference with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, Dr. 
Mahathir reaffirmed his 
country's political stand vis-a- 
vis Israel and the status of 
Jerusalem. He said Kuala 
Lumpur would not extend 
recognition to the Jewish 
‘tate until a Middle East 
ea.ce settlement satisfactory 
i ihe Arabs was reached. 
“Malaysia will not recog- 
% Israel until we consider 
it Israel has fulfilled all the 
•igations in the peace pro- 


cess with its Arab neigh- 
bours,” be said. “Once the 
Arab neighbours are satisfied 
by the response and the ac- 
tions of Israel then Malaysia 
will take its own decision with 
regard to recognising Israel.” 

On Jerusalem, he said, the 
stand of Malaysia, a member 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
. Conference, “is the same as 
the attitude of the Arab 
countries.” 

“We have always sup- 
ported Jordan's stand on 
Jerusalem and the Palesti- 
nians’ stand on Jerusalem,” 
he said. “We would of course, 
like our people be allowed to 
visit... A1 Aqsa.” 

Once restrictions on access 
to Jerusalem are removed. 
Dr. Mahathir said, Malay- 
sians would like to visit the 
Holy City. 

Dr. Mahathir described his 
visit to the Kingdom as a 
“success and fruitful” and 
“extremely worthwhile for 
Malaysia and, hopefully, for 
Jordan.” 

Noting that the two tides 
had several accords during 
his visit. Dr. Mahathir ex- 
pressed confidence that “fol- 
lowing upon this visit and 
meetings within the private 
sector, there will be a great 
deal of activity in trade and 
economic cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Malaysia.” 

The four accords, as out- 
lined in a joint statement (see 
page 3), include a broad 
agreement on economic, 
technical, scientific and cultu- 
ral cooperation, another on 


avoiding dual -taxation, a 
trade agreement and an in- 
vestment promotion agree- 
ment. 

“We came here fully be- 
lieving that there are oppor- 
tunities for investments 
here,” said Mr. Mahathir, 
who is accompanied by a 
large delegation of Malaysian 
businessmen. “I must confess 
that after having come to 
Jordan, the situation here is 
much more conducive to in- 
vestment. 

“I believe that this is also 
the feeling of our business- 
men. However, we need to 
know more details of the law 
with regard to investment by 
foreign companies as well as 
whatever incentives and con- 
ditions dial are considered 
suitable by the Jordanian 
government. Once we get 
these details, I think invest- 
ments should follow.” 

“The sky is the limit,” said 
the Malaysian premier when 
asked whether any ceiling 
was set for Jordanian- 
Malaysian trade. 

Dr. Majali also described 
Dr. Mahathir's visit to Jordan 
as of “great importance,” 
particularly that the Middle 
East is expected to witness a 
major boom in regional de- 
velopment after - the peace 
process produces security and 
stability in the region. 

“We will tiy to promote 
trade as much as possible," 
said Dr. Mahathir. “I think 
there is room, quite a great 

(Coaffaned on page 7) 
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League rejects 
GCC’s decision 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Arab League said on Sunday 
that a decision by six Gulf 
states to relax a 47-year-old 
economic boycott of Israel 
was invalid. 

“The Arab boycott of 
Israel was imposed by a deci- 
sion taken by the Arab' 
League Council and it is up to 
it to call it off,” a statement 
by the Cairo-based Arab 
League said. 

“The League Council 
holds the full authority in this 
matter and based on ttaar the 
Arab boycott .(of Israel) is 
continuing as long as the 
council does not decide on 
taking the necessary proce- 
dures to end the boycott/’ it 
added. 

Six Gulf states, inducting 
Saudi Arabia, said on Friday 
they were ending their 
boycott of companies that 
trade with Israel in a move 
they said was aimed at mark- 
ing progress in the Middle 
East peace talks. 

The Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries also 
said they would support any 
move within the Arab 
League to abolish a ban on 
direct trading with Israel if 
this was sponsored by an 
Arab party taking part in the 
peace talks. 


TaJaat Hamed, spokesman 
for Arab League Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, said in a statement 
the Arab League would only 
review the boycott under the 
following two rules: 

— Any member state 
should ask that the boy con 
dause be induded on the 
agenda of the league’s next 
regular meeting. 

— The council would hold 
an emergency meeting to re- 
view the boycott if two mem- 
ber states requested it. 

The easing of the boycott* 
opens the way for multina- 
tional companies to invest in 
Israel, political and business 
leaders said. 

“A new era is beginning 
for foreign investment in 
Israel.” predicted Chamber 
of Commerce Chairman 
Danny Gillerman. 

“I hope that from now on 
European companies, mainly 
French, German and English - 
who were afraid of the 
boycott, will invest here.” 

Israel says it lost some $40 
billion due to the boycott ' 
since 1948, through a reduc- 
tion of up to two per cent in 
annual growth, according to a 
study by the chamber of com- 

(Contfoaed oa page 7) 


Washington 

penalises 

Israel 

$215 million 

TEL AVIV (Agenties) — 
The United States was ex- 
pected to chop S21S million 
from loan guarantees to 
Israel as punishment for 
spending in the occupied 
territories this year, the fi- 
nance ministiy said Sun- 
day. 

Israel has informed the 
United States that it has 
poured some $310 million 
into the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

But Washington would 
recognise that $95 million 
went on military spending 
resulting from the agree- 
ment on Palestinian auton- 
omy, signed in September 
1993, the ministry said. 

Last year the United 
States slashed $437 million 
from the annual $2 billion 
in loan guarantees. 

Congress provided for up 
to $10 billion in loan 
guarantees over five years 
to help settle immigrants 
from the former Soviet Un- 
ion in Israel. 

The penalty clause was 
added to discourage the 
spread of Jewish settle- 
ments in occupied terri- 
tory. . 





King congratulates 
Y emeni president 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday congratulated 
Yemeni leader Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh oii his reelection 
as president, saying that his 
reelection by representa- 
tives of the Yemeni people 
reflects the Yemeni peo- 
ple’s confidence in him. 

In a cable to the Yemeni 
President, King Hussein 
said President Saleh had 
been shouldering his re- 
sponsibility over the past 
years to build the muted 
and democratic Yemen. 

King Hussein noted the 
brotherly relations between 
the Jordanian and Yemeni 
people, saying that the 
selection of Amman by 
representatives of the va- 
rious Yemeni groups and 
parties as a venue for sign- 
ing the accord and recon- 
ciliation agreement and en- 
hancing bases of reform, 
security, and progress, in 
February this year embo- 
died the unique brotherly 
relations between the two 
peoples and reflected the 


joint pan-Arab vision. 

The King said Jordanians 
had been advocates for a 
comprehensive pan- Arab 
rennaisanoe based on prin- 
ciples of freedom, demo- 
cracy,' justice and toler- 
ance. 

“The Jordanian people 
have stood by right, dia- 
logue and unity because 
they believe in people's 
participation in shaping 
their present and future at 
this changing world, where 
there is no room for weak- 
ness, backwardness, 
oppression,” King Hussein 
said in his cable. 

The King added that Jor- . 
dan had done its best dur- 1 
ing the peak of the Yemeni 
crisis to diffuse tension, 
prevent bloodshed, unify 
Yemeni ranks and resolve 
differences through dia- 
logue. 

The King wished Presi- 
dent Saicb every success in 
achieving Yemen’s aspira- 
tions in progress and 
prosperity. 


Peres hails accord 
on ties with Tunisia 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said on Sunday an 
agreement on normaliang re- 
lations with Tunisia was a 
“first-rate achievement” 
stretching Israel's diplomatic 
foothold in North Africa.. 

“This is an opening which 
we will pursue until we attain 
a full agreement on rela- 
tions,” Mr. Peres told Israel 
Radio from New York. “At 
this point we have some scot 
of relations with three North 
African states, namely 
Egypt, Morocco and Tuni- 
sia.” 

Mr. Peres arid Tunisian 
Foreign Minister Habib Ben 
Yahia, in New York for the 
U.N. General Assembly, 
announced on. Saturday that 
Belgium would represent 
Israel's interests in Tunis and 
Tunisia's in Tel Aviv. 

Representatives would be 
sent to the Belgian embassies 
in both cities, a joint state- 
ment said. A Tunisian econo- 
mic liaison office also is to 
open in Gaza and Jeridio. 

“I regard this development 
as a' first-rate achievement,” 
Mr. Peres said in the radio 
interview. “I attribute im- 
portance to the fact that the 
issue has been made public — 
there are no secrets here.” 

Israeli officials had said 
they hoped Tunisia would be 


the next Arab state to follow 
Morocco’s lead in estab- 
lishing low-level diplomatic 
ties with Israel. 

“Tunisia and Israel are en- 
couraged by the progress 
accomplished so far in the 
Middle East peace process. 
Based on that, the two coun- 
tries have decided to begin a 
process aimed at normalising 
their relations,” an Israeli 
statement said. 

“The two foreign ministers 
ejq>ect that these initiatives 
will lead to long-term mis- 
sions and eventually perma- 
nent representation.” 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and Mr. Peres 
went straight to Morocco af- 
** Sep*- 13 ceremony for 
the PLO accords. 

In July, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin became 
the first Israeli official to visit 
Tunisia for multilateral Mid- 
dle East peace talks. 

Tunisia launched direct 
telephone links with Israel at 
that time and then in mid- 
August an envoy of Mr. 
Rabin met President Zine A1 
AWdine Ben Ali in Tunis. 

Tunisian officials and the 
media remained tight-lipped 
on Sunday on the Israelis’ 
announcement. 

There was no official reac- 

(Coatinued on page 7) 


Palestinian police launch crackdown on DFLP opponents 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police arrested 52 
members of the opposition 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
in a pre-dawn swoop Sunday, 
the organisation said. 

Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority officials said the 
arrests were spurred by a 
shooting attack on a patrol in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Israeli military officials 
said its patrols came under 
fire near the settlement of 
Netzarim and at the Kissufim 
border crossing into the 
Strip. No one was hurt. 

Nabil Abu Rudeina, Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's spokesman, said the 
shooting was claimed by the 


DFLP as “an attempt to 
embarrass the Palestinian au- 
thority.” 

“The authority is im- 
plementing law and order 
does not allow any party to 
violate security and order,” 
he said. 

Nefaad Abu Ghosh, a 
member of the DFLP General 
committee, said police 
“broke into houses and 
• ' arrested scores— we have 52 
names, among them cadres 
and leaders of the DFLP.” 

Those held in the first 
large-scale arrest of the orga- 
nisation's followers induded 
Jaber Kirinawi, an employee 
ax the organisation's health 
department, and Wael Kha- 
la£ the DFLP representative 
in negotiations with other 


PLO factions. 

Mr. Abu Ghosh described 
the crackdown as “a political 
decision meant to break 
DFLP opposition to the Oslo 
and Cairo agreements, using 
security as an excuse.” 

DFLP spokesman Abdul 
Latif AI Haj said a statement 
claiming responsibility for the 
attack and insulting the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity was found at the scene. 
But he denied any link with 
the DFLP Gaza branch. 

“We are only involved in 
democratic acts. As the front 
in Gaza, we have no links to 
the secret, military wing 
which follows orders from 
abroad.” 

The DFLP and nine other 
factions and groups opposed 


to the Israeli-Palestinian 
autonomy deal function 
mainly out of Damascus. . 

The DFLP has also vowed 
to fight autonomy through ■ 
democratic means in the self- 
rule areas. 

In a craackdown early last 
month following an attack on 
Israelis, Palestinian police 
rounded up 12 DFLP mem- 
bers among dozens of other 
suspects. All but three have / 
since been released. 

A spokesman for the PNA 
said earlier that about 40 
DFLP activists were detained 
in response to a leaflet issued 
by the organisation threaten- 
ing to “stir up civil war.”. 

But reporters could not 
obtain the- leaflet and the 
DFLP denied it had issued 


one. 

Tensions have been high in 
recent weeks between the 
Palestini an au- 

SafSS^ Crp ° Uce de ™mds 

^? np oblain a per- 

KS 1 il i*— 

Yehi/o^j/ w* n i tffied as 

TahaAbuAia^ 1 ? 81 ^ 

Al Hamalawi d Az2am 

mean wiL'ic" relea^fl 0 ” e S 
Sunday 

Islamic ^ the 

weeks »«*•. grained two 
a .Police 

said Itcr » the ffroira 











U1 to ta*W T3 T3 f o. t/1 a. 



Middle East News 


tacSSTta Saleh sworn in > sa y s no 

boycott slippage YSP in new government 


By William C. Mann 

Tbc Associated Press 

CAIRO — Talk of outside 
pressure and back-room deal- 
making rippled through die 
Middle Hast Saturday to ex- 
plain further loosening of die 
Arab League’s economic 
boycott of Israel. 

To many Arabs, the deals 
bear “made in USA" labels 
and could prove a major step 
towards dismantling the 
League’s 42-year-old special 
boreeu for boycotting Israel. 

Sccr'i Arabia announced 
Fr'r\v h; the United States 
i.:si ue si': nations of the 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) hcd officially aban- 
ccnei th? boycott’s require- 
ment tc avoid dealing with 
companies doing business 
whir Israel. The Saudi 
announcement in New York 
saiu the six would maintain 
the taboo on commerce with 
the Jewish state itself. 

In practice, the decision 
changes little. The Saudis and 
their GCC colleagues — 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Qatar — increasingly have 
ignored the so-called “secon- 
dary boycott" rales. 

But in international poli- 
tics, putting it on paper is 
altogether different from 
doing it without talking about 
it. 

Foreign Minister Faris 
Bouez of Lebanon noted the 
announcement by Prince 
Sand A1 Faisal, the Saudi 
foreign minister, came as his 
country and neighboaring 
Syria are trying to negotiate 
peace in U.S. -sponsored 
talks with Israel. 

“We believe the decision 
to lift the boycott won’t help 
the Arab, Lebanese and Sy- 
rian negotiators,” Mr. Bouez 
told the Beirut newspaper A1 
Nahar. *1 don’t know the 
reasons behind this step, bnt 
we’d expected more solidar- 
ity from the Arabs at this 
, critical stage.” 

“There must have been 
pressure exercised on the 
GCC states to take the deci- 
sion... at this speed and at 
this time in particular,” eco- 
nomic analyst AH Saleh said 
in Bahrain. ' But “with this 
.political decision they are 


contributing to further rifts in 
the Arab ranks and weaken- 
ing Arab negotiators.” 

The United States under 
President Clinton has pressed 
hard for eliminating or at 
least tempering the boycott, 
most recently by Commerce 
Secretary Ronald Brown in a 
Cairo visit this year. 

He said he elicited a prom- 
ise by Esmat Abdul Meguid, 
die Arab League secretary- 
general, that the League 
would consider abandoning 
the secondary boycott at a 
March meeting. The meeting 
produced no changes. 

Arab governments began 
compiling a boycott list in 
1946, two years before Israel 
became a state. The boycott 
office was established in 
Damascus six years later, 
aiming to so weaken the 
Israeli economy that the Jew- 
ish state would disappear. 

By the late 1980s, with 
Israel in control since 1967 of 
vast areas of Arab soil includ- 
ing Syria's Golan Heights, 
demands for lifting the 
boycott had dwindled to re- 
moving Israeli settlements 
from the occupied territories. 

"There are feverish 
attempts to lift the embargo 
despite the fact that a lot of 
(Arab-Israeli) issues are still 
unsettled,” said Palestinian 
diplomat Mohammad 
Sobeih. 

“We are hoping that the 
Arab side will not yield to 
pressures that might harm the 
Arab cause,” Mr. Sobeih, 
pennament representative in 
the Arab League, said. “The 
issue of the Arab embargo 
should be handled within the 
Arab League and according 
to the progress in the peace 
process.” 

In Gaza, a top official of 
the Palestinian self-rule gov- 
ernment agreed that the 
Arabs should show a unified 
front in dealing with the 
Israelis. 

Bnt Nabil Shaath, the 
Pales tinians * planning minis- 
ter, indicated he does not 
expect occasional setbacks to 
do much harm. 

After the weekly cabinet 
meeting. Dr. Shaath said: 
“Obviously and eventually, 
we are going into a full peace 
with the Israelis, which will 
require... economic and poli- 
tical relations.” 


SANAA (AP) — AH Abdul- 
lah Saleh, victor of Yemen’s 
two-month civil, war in sum- 
mer, was sworn in Sunday as 
president and said he was 
excluding his socialist rivals 
from a new cabinet he will 
soon form. 

Yemen’s 30l^eat parlia- 
ment on Saturday reelected. 
Mr. Saleh, who heads the 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC), for a five-year term, 
of the 259 members who 
attended the session, 253 
voted for Mr. Saleh, and six 
ballots were invalidated. 

During the swearing-in 
ceremony on Sunday, Mr. 
Saleh said he was ordering a 
stop in a media . campaign 
against Saudi Arabia, whose 
relations with Yemen soured 
during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis 
and worsened this year be- 
cause of Riyadh's support of 
Mr. Saleh’s rivals. 

He pledged to develop re- 
lations “with all countries, 
especially those of the Horn 


of Africa, the Arabian Penin- 
sula and die Gulf.” 

“We hope to turn the page 
and open a new chapter, 
especially with Saudi Ara- 
bia,” be said. “We want to 
heal the wounds and distance 
ourselves from the effects of 
the past.” 

In his address, Mr. Saleh 
said that by ordering a halt in 
the war of words against die 
Saudis, he was affirming Ye- 
men's “good intentions.” 
Mr. Saleh later told a news 
conference that his new gov- 
ernment “will comprise the 
General People's Congress 
and Al-Islah party.” 

The tribal, Islamic fun- 
damentalist AJ tslah backed 
Mr. Saleh’s northern forces 
who crushed southern seces- 
sionists in the civil war that 
ended July 7. 

The Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) had been a key partner 
in the coalition that was 
formed after conservative 
North Yemen and socialist 


South Yemen merged in May 

1990. 

The Socialists’ leader, Ali 
Salem A1 Beidh, served as 
vice president to Mr. Saleh 
until the civil war broke out 
in May. Mr. Beidh then proc- 
laimed the independence of 
South Yemen, and when Mr. 
Saleh's forces overran his 
southern strongholds almost 
three months ago he fled to 
neighbouring Oman. 

Mr. Saleh has said he 
wants to try Mr. Beidh and 15 
of his top aides for treason 
and war crimes. 

Socialists who remained in 
Yemen have since elected a 
new leadership, but they 
have yet to openly condemn 
Mr. Beidh. 

Islah gained prominence in 
the April 1993 parliamentary 
elections, when it won 63 
seats in the house to become 
the second-largest bloc after 
Mr. Saleh’s General People's 
Congress. The socialists grab- 
bed 56. 


Parliament then elected an 
Islah leader, Abdulah AJ 
Ahmar, as speaker of the 
house. 

Mr. Saleh said he planned 
to introduce “new blood... 
experienced technocrats” 
into the new government, 
which will focus on recon- 
struction and post-war re- 
habilitation. 

He pledged to encourage 
investment and improve the 
economic conditions in his 
country, which has a 14 mil- 
lion population and is among 
the poorest in the Arab 
World. 

Mr. Saleh now has to name 
a vice president and a prime 
minister. 

Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani, 
deputy leader of Mr. Saleh’s 
patty, has been tipped as the 
most likely choice for vice 
president, and Farag Ben 
Ghanem, an independent, 
for prime minister. 

Before the civil war, the 
prime minister was Heidar A1 
Attas, a socialist. 


Easing of boycott reflects changing face 


DUBAI (AFP) — The ded-, 
sion by six Gulf states to ease 
the Arab boycott of Israel 
came as a direct result of the 
changing face of Middle East 
politics, Arab diplomats in 
the region say. 

“This new commitment 
can be explained by the prog- 
ress made in the peace pro- 
cess,” one Arab diplomat 
told AFP. 

He point to the September 
1993 Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) dec- 
laration of principles which 
paved the way for launching 
Palestinian self-rule in Gaza 
and Jericho, and the July 
declaration between Israel 
and Jordan ending 46 years of 
hostilities. 

On Friday, the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) scrap- 
ped a ban on trade with 
companies trading with Israel 
and those that do business 
with firms that trade with 
Israel, the so-called secon- 
dary and tertiary aspects of 
the boycott, after a meeting 
in New York. 

U.S. Secretary of State 


Warren Christopher hailed 
what he called the “very sig- 
nificant moves.” 

Under the decision, 
however, the direct boycott 
of Israeli goods and 
businesses remains intact. 

The six monarchies of 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates said 
they would also urge the 
Arab League to follow their 
lead and gradually scrap the 
boycott. 

It marked a shift from a 
recent statement in which the 
GCC said it was still “prema- 
ture” to meet U.S. demands 
and lift the boycott on Israel. 

An Arab diplomat ack- 
nowledged that the shift 
risked angering Syria; which 
joined ranks with the GCC 
and Egypt in MStch 1991 
Damascus declaration to 
stimulate cooperation follow- 
ing the 1990-1991 Gulf crisis. 

The Syrian-Israeli track of 
the peace negotiations has 
seen no breakthrough since it 
was launched in October 
1991, despite vigorous U.S. 


efforts to break (he deadlock. 

Iran, an ally of Syria, 
blasted the GCC decision on 
Saturday saying it was proof 
of Arab disunity. 

Iranian state radio warned 
it would “make it easier for 
the Zionist regime to cany 
out its plots in the Middle 
East" and “showed the divi- 
sion in the Arab world and 
the incoherence of their poli- 
cies.” 

Libya also joined m conde- 
mnation, voicing “amaze- 
ment" at the move which it 
said was contrary to Arab 
League agreements and set a 
“dangerous precedent" for 
Arab unity. 

Another Arab diplomat 
said the move was also a 
concession to Washington in 
return for its opposition to a 
lifting of the u.N. embargo 
on Iraq. 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
were concerned at growing 
calls from U.N. Security 
Council members including 
France and China to ease 


sanctions imposed when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990, he said. 

But the United States has 
opposition within the council 
to an end to the embargo 
before Baghdad has met all 
U.N. resolutions including 
recognition of Kuwait's 
sovereignty. 

The new era of rapproche- 
ment between Israel and 
some of its former enemies 
in the Arab World has 
already been illustrated by 
the Jewish state's participa- 
tion in two conferences held 
in GCC member states. 

In April, Israel took part in 
Arab-Israeli multilateral 
fal len in Oman to discuss wa- 
ter, followed in May by a 
meeting in Qatar on weapons 
control. 

Israel is also due to attend 
a meeting on the environ- 
ment in Manama on Oct. 
24-25, where an Israeli de- 
legation has been holding 
preparatory talks with 
Bahraini officials. 
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Pope still hopes to go to Lebanon 

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (AP) — Pope John Paufcli 
on Saturday told a Lebanese diplomat be still hopes 
to Lebanon, after an attack- on a church • 
scrapping of plans for a trip last spring. “I keep foe ho w£Q t 
being able to make this trip as soon as possible,” ffieBgpe 
told the Lebanese ambassador who presented his creden- 
tials to the Holy See in a ceremony at Castel Gandolfo^ ffie_ 
papal retreat in the hills southeast of Rome. “It is my desre 
to demonstrate my esteem and my solidarity to all-oie.- 
religious communities which make up the Leban^e P»o- . 
pie? the Pope said. Security problems also forced :tne* 
Vatican to call off another trip this year, a one-day ttfo:to| 
Sarajevo that had been arranged for Sept. 8. and drffigu- 1 
ties in walking following his surgery to replace a ®>ne| 
broken in a fall in April caused the Vatican to postpone a J 
trip set for late October to the United States, f 

Egyptian-French military games in 1995 | 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt and France are to carry-out joint I 
militar y manoeuvres for the first time in 1995, Egypt 
Defence Minister General Mohammad Hussain Tantawi m 
said Saturday. The annual Egyptian-U.S. “Bright Star’ | 
manoeuvres would take place in November, Gen. Taniawi if 
told the governmental daily A1 Abram. Elsewhere Egyp- ^ 
tian President Hosni Mubarak watched military man- 
oeuvres by the Egyptian navy Saturday to marie the 21st ^ 
anniversary of the army's triumphant crossing of -the Suez ^ 
Canal in the 1973 Middle East war. Mr. Mubarak said on A 
Egy ptian television that it was necessary to “maintain the W 
capacity ef the armed forces, especially since we arc in the j| 
middle of a region which has, both in the East and in the jg 
West, many problems.” || 

Protestors demand Vanunu release 1 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli protestors held a sit-in outsid^ 
the home of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin Saturday to calf* 
for the immediate release of nuclear technician Mordecbai# 
Vanunu, who is serving an 18-year prison sentence. Some® 
30 demonstrators, who describe themselves as the Vanunu^; 
defence committee, accused Israeli authorities of “hound- fv 
mg” him. They also called for “nuclear, chemical and 
biological disarmament in the 'Middle East.” Mr. Vanunu 
was found guilty of “espionage and high treason” in 1988 5 
for passing on secrets of Israel’s nuclear capacity to the ^ 
British weekly Sunday Times. He claimed a woman lured T; 
him from London to Rome, where he was snatched- by 
Israeli secret service agents in October 1986, before be V 
reappeared in an Israeli prison. 

35 dead in latest Turkish-Kurdish clashes 

DIYARBAKIR (AP) — Turkish troops killed a total of 27 ; . 
Kurdish guerrillas in a series of dashes in eastern and 
southeastern Turkey on Saturday, the Anatolia news . - 
agency reported. Eight soldiers were killed, it said. The 
guerrillas belong to the illegal Kurdish Labour Party, which 
has been waging a violent .campaign for autonomy in 
Kurdish regions. Nearly 13,000 people have died in the 
violence since 1984. 

Mouse sows panic among postal, workers 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A mouse sowed panic at a 
postal sorting office here' after escaping from a parcel sent . . 
from India, where 54 people have died in a plague 
epidemic, the Kuwaiti daily A1 Qabas said Sunday. Hea|> 
and communications ministry offidals were mobilised afd| 
postal workers failed to find the fleeing rodent. The sertiffi ^ 
office was fumigated by health officials, who also disgf 
buted antibiotics to the staff. Like other Gulf Arab stow-v* 
Kuwait closed its borders to all air and sea traffic with IriS^f 
last week. • 


Mixed classes banned in south Yemeni schools ’Rebuild LsbctnorV ©xh i bitiOD OpGIiS 


ADEN (AFP) — Mixed clas- 
ses have been banned in high * 
schools in south Yemen 
under government orders, 
schools said Saturday as they 
reopened for the first time as 
part of moves aimed at in- 
creasing Islamic influence in 
the south. 

Until now, southern 
Yemeni schools ' have been 
run on a secular system estab- 
lished by the former socialist 
regime before the South 
merged with conservative 
North Yemen in 1990. 

Yemen's Deputy Educa- 
tion Minister AJi Al Warith 
has recently announced a 
series of reforms to standar- 
dise education throughout 
the country. Mixed education 
is banned in the north. 

But female pupils retum- 
to school Saturday 
J-jr T-r-J '•nether of his re- 
•c.. "5 — . / - wearing of Isla- 
/l ess. 

Oie schoolgirl, Nadia 
/.V. Juliah. said 'the measure 
vks "r.r attack on individual 
i:b_T:T." She added: “While 
3'".? L'c.-cfu! to respect our 
re’i-zi.ii, v.e object to the 
• -laying of ihe Islamic heads- 
carf being imposed on us.” 


School curriculums in 
south Yemen have also been 
brought into line with the 
north and will now contain 
more subjects related to reli- 
gion, according to the new 
reforms published recently in 
an Aden newspaper. 

Despite unification in 1990 
several sectors remained 
separate in- the north and 
south, including currencies 
and the armed -forces, as well 
as education. 

The new measures come 
after the defeat of southern 
Yemeni forces by northern 
troops loyal to President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh in a civil war 
from May to July. 

The south's defeat 
weakened the southern 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) 
and strengthened the Muslim 
fundamentalist A1 Islah Par- 
ty, a member of the ruling 
coalition. 

Last week Yemen’s parlia- 
ment voted to adopt a new 
constitution based- on Islamic 
sharia law under pressure 
from A1 Islah, which is seek- 
ing to extend Islamic influ- 
ence m Yemen especially in 
the south. 


AL Islah's first general 
congress last month called on 
the government to “wipe out 
the after-effects of the tota- 
litarian regime and socialist 
culture'' of the YSP in the 
south. 

Meanwhile, some schools 
which were badly damaged or 
looted during the war stayed 
shut on Saturday. Local au- 
thorities said they lacked 
financial and material means 
to carry out all repairs, which 
were scheduled to be com- 
pleted in mid-September. 

Censorship on newspapers 

The Yemeni government is 
to impose censorship on 
newspapers, the independent 
English-languages weekly 
Yemen Times said Saturday. 

Abdul Aziz Al Saqqaf, the 
newspaper's editor, told AFP 
thai an information ministry 
circular sent to newspapers 
on Saturday ordered them to* 
“obtain prior authorisation 
from the information minis- 
•try for the next edition of 
their publication, or risk 
ceasing to appear.” 

He said be was “surprised” 
by die move on the day of the 


reelection of President Saleh 
who “repeatedly states his 
commitment to respect the 
freedom of the press." 

Mr. Saqqaf has come up 
against authorities in the past 
for his criticisms of govern- 
ment policy, notably during 
the May-July Yemeni civil 
war. 

Mr. Saleh was reelected as 
bead of state with a five-year 
mandate on Saturday by the 
Yemeni parliament. 

Another editor warned last 
month that “press freedom is 
in danger” after his indepen- 
dent daily Al A yam, pub- 
lished in the southern Yeme- 
ni dty of Aden, was sus- 
pended after the end of the 
war. 

Two other Aden newspap- 
ers — AJ Tajammu, mouth- 
piece of the Yemen Unionist 
Rally Party, and AJ Wehdawi 
of the Nasserite Unionist 
Organisation — have also 
been suspended since the 
war. 

Legislation embodying the 
freedom of the press was 
enacted in May 1990, when 
former North and South Ye- 
men were merged, . 


BEIRUT (AFP) — More 
than 200 companies from 
Western and Arab countries 
are to take part this week in 
“Rebuild Lebanon,” the 
country’s largest post-war re- 
construction fair.. 

The five-day fair opens on 
Tuesday, two weeks after the 
government officially . laun- 
ched a multi-million-dollar 
project to rebuild the war- 
battered dty centre of Beirut. 

Britain, France, Italy, 
Switzerland and Greece will 
have national pavilions, 
according to Virginia Kern, 
managing director of -the 
London-based Fairs and Ex- 
hibitions Ltd. which is orga- 
nising the fair. 

Out of the 25 Arab and 
Western countries taking 
part, several will also be rep- 
resented by private com- 
panies, inducting from Au- 
stralia, Germany, Hong 
Kong and the six Gulf Arab 
states, she said. 

The five-day show will be 
open to professionals only 
and is expected to attract 
2,000 to 3,000 visitors each 
day from inside and outside 


Lebanon, including the 
neighbouring countries of 
Cyprus, Jordan and Syria. 

“Exhibitors have high 
hopes of entering into new 
business arrangements in 
Lebanon, finding local repre- 
sentatives or renewing past 
acquaintances,” sales direc- 
tor Gloria Giles said. 

“The business opportuni- 
ties for local companies are 
tremendous and this exhibi- 
tion represents an excellent 
way to meet potential prin- 
cipals and partners,” Ms. 
Gile said. 

She said that her company 
spent “over $1 million to 
prepare the basic infrastruc- 
ture and promote the show.” 

“Normally there are pur- 
pose-built fadlities for hold- 
ing such shows but in Leba- 
non we had to start from 
scratch,” she explained. 

Fairs and Exhibitions com- 
missioned a German com- 
pany, Roder AG, to build a 
$400,000 temporary centre 
on 50,000 square metres of 
cleared land in Beirut’s 
northern seafront suburb of 
Dbayeh. 


It includes exhibition halls, 
a business centre, a congress 
theatre and a 3,000-space car 
park. 

“Rebuild Lebanon repre- 
sents my company’s most 
challenging project to date,” 
said Ms. Gile, whose firm has 
gained an international repu- 
tation .and organises the 
Dubai air shows. 

“We had a better start-up 
response for this project than 
we have had for any of pur 
other projects," she added. 

Exhibitors will display the 
latest products in the fields of 
construction, energy, water 
treatment, communications, 
transport, health and muni- 
cipal services. 

“We had been ' watching 
Lebanon carefully for a num- 
ber of years to see when the 
time was right to hold such an 
exhibition. The' companies 
which will participate in this 
show think the time is right,” 
she said. 

Seminars and workshops 
will also be held during the 
show. Britain's Electrical In- 
stallation Equipment Manu- 


facturers’ Association is plan- 
ning a technical seminar on 
latest developments. 

Business and investment 
opportunities in Lebanon .WH? 
be discussed by Arab politi 
dans and economists during ; 
two-day conference orga- 
nised by the Arab business 
magazine, Al Iktissad Wa 
Amal. 

The cabinet, which this 
week submitted to padia- 
ment a $3. 2~bfflion budgerfox - 
1995 with a projected 42.75 
per cent deficit, has outlined 
a . SI 2- billion programme tO 
revamp Lebanon by the year 
2000. 

The programme has. yet tf 
be approved but the govern- 
ment has already. embarked 
on several rehabilitation 
programmes, mainly to im- 
prove the power, water and 
telephone networks. 

Private construction is also 
booming across Lebanon, 
where according to offidql 
estimates 12,151 building 
permits were issued in 1993, 
compared to 2,859 at the end 
of 'the 1975-1990 dvii war/ 



JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 
!7:W 

Alice Au Pays Dcs McrvciUcs 

17:30 UnPourTous 

18:80 

Embarqucmcnt Pone Niimcro 1 

1&30 LcsSixCompagnoos 

19:00 News in French 

19J0 Emergency 

20:80 News in Arabic 

2fc3« Coach 

21:18 Columbus 

22 M News in English 

2238 .... J.F.K. — Reckless Youth 

PRAYER TIMES 

64:08 Fajr 

OS: 2S (Sunrise) Duha 

11:25 Dbuhr 

14:48 'ASf 

17:25 Maghreb 

18:42 ‘lSha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nmarwh Own* 
SwdUch. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

Sc. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church Of the Anundatkn Tel. 
637440- 

De la Salle Church TcL 661757 
TcrrrtttKta Church Tel: 622366 , 
Church of the Amndadon Td. 


623541. • 

Angficah Church Td. 630851, TcL 

628543, . . 

A r me nia n Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chord] Tel. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652S26. 

Eva ngeB cal L uth er an Church Tel: 
824328. 

German niiralrlinj Evaopdficd Con- 
gReatiou Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Safaris Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Td. 675691. 
The EvangaBcal Local Church In 
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Td. 8H295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative hat weather conditions 
win prevail with winds variable 
occasionally., becoming north* 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 16/32 

Aqaba 24/36 

Dcsens - 15 04 

Jordan -Valley 22 1 38 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 35 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent. 
Aqaba 40 per COAL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Salam .... 736072 

Dr. Fakhri Tayeh 88S880 

Dr. Ahmad Khamis 747684 

Dr. Salman Daboubi ....... 7767SI 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Fdmwsphannacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy ......... 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

YaCOtib pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


IKBQfc 

Dr. AKShoqairi ........ 

Aiquds pharmacy 


246140 

(-> 


ZARQA: 

Dr. WuH Abu Hussein .... 985000 
Khalifcfa pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES Food 

Control Centre 637111 


Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Pd&gc 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TrafficPotiec 896390 

PibGc Scanty Department ....... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan TdcvshM 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctridty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia foil. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Aldkh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Manias, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasocr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

■Italian, ALMuhajrccn ... 777101/3 
ALBasfair, J. Asbraficb 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ....602240/50 
Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHflun Modem Hospital (09)990990 
DUD: 

Princess Basnu Hospital — .(02) 275553 
Greek Catholic Hospital (03)232275 
Ibn AlNirfta Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 11 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Owen Aha In- 
ternational Airport Td. ( 08)53200 - 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Righto 

(Terminal 1) 

2=2 — Sanaa (RJ) 

*■■5 Jeddah (RJ) 

0*06 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

69:15 Riyadh (RJ) 

l* 5 ®? Beirut (RJ) 

1M0 New Delhi (RJ) 

lfcS* Cairo (RJ) 

1740 New York. Amsterdam i RJ) 
1&i# Bangkok (RJ) 


Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

!•*» Khartoum (SO) 

*239 .... Muscar, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

£2 Sanaa (IY) 

JZ2 Romc(A2) 

It’S v Cairo (EK) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (Rj) 

Flights 

(Terminal. 1 ) 

Beirut (RI) 

lla* ... Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

London (Rj) 

Frankfort i RJ) 

12*5 Cairo (RJ) 

IMS ........... Bahrain. Doha ?RJ) 

Dhahran-l RJ) 

— Damascus (RJ) 

2IQ0.... Al Ain. Abu Dhabi (Rj) 
Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


J! 5 ®® Istanbul (TK) 

j**® — Khartoum (SD) 

Bahrain. Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 
SS Sanaa (IY) 

g— -==3S8B 

® 2:30 Amsterdam (KL) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY; 
TRAIN _! 

Dep. Annan 8:00 every Moadav | 
An - - Damascus • ( 


5.-00 pjn. every Monday ! 

naseas . t 


****■■*>•' 
5:00 p.m. every Sunday \ 

MARKET PRICES :j 

Upperiltrwcr price in fib per ' ^ . 

Banana 

B^tMukairuna,) s>; ' 
SS® 5 110/50' 


N^uninnvcr 250/ IRfl 

Cucumbers (large) tSo/S: 

zro/,70' 

E==:ai- 


Grants' UW60Q 

S'::;:::::;;;:; mi™ 


Marrow (small l .. -sis 0 Cfti 

Muiukhtah 

.» 

Pomegranate '" ^ . J 

IBS :::::: 
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Jordan, Malaysia look forward to 
enhanced relations in several arenas 


■\ 









^alayda.s Firs Lady, Dr. Siti Hasnah, Mrs. cooraging style of YWMA workshop director 
. Abdul Salam Majah and other Malayan and Marwan Akrabawi as be admires the work of a 
fordaidan guests Sunday experience the en> youth (Petra photo) 

First lady of Malaysia visits NHF 


"{MMAN (J.T.) — Dato 

- ‘ eri Darin Paduka Dr. Siri 
lasmah bte Haji Mohd 
•Ui, wife of Dato Seri Dr. 
fahathir Ben Mohammad, 
rime Minister of Malaysia. 

■unday visited the Noor AI 
[ussein Foundation (NHF) 
£r : jn.,,.ccompanied by Mrs. 
“ "" \-bdul Salam Majali, wife 
■ . f the Jordanian Prime 
Unister, and several 
. jests. 

- NHF’s Theatre-in- 
ducation Programme 
vector Lina Tal briefed 

- ie guests on NHFs de- 
iiopment philosophy and 

- rategies which focus on 
jnily and community de- 

- iiopment, women, chil- 
ren. promotion of culture 

• id heritage and advance- 
' enr of education. 

Tbe visiting group then 
. , i<t atched a documentary 
' • jn on the NHFs Projects 
id Programmes carried 
it across Jordan and 


toured NHFs Jordan De- 
sign and Trade Centre 
(JDTC) which includes spe- 
cial selections of woolen 
rugs, embroidered home 
furnishings, ceramics, glass- 
ware. basketry, fashionable 
clothing, wrought iron furn- 
iture, personal accessories 
and Islamic calligraphy 
items — all designed and 
produced by more than 
3.000 Jordanian crafts men 
and women. 

Dr. Siri Hasmah praised 
Her Majesty Queen Noor’s 
efforts in establishing and 
enhancing a long-term inte- 
grated development scheme 
and in integrating women in 
the development process 
and expressed her admira- 
tion of NHFs projects and 
programmes especially 
those which focus on child- 
hood. 

She expressed as well her 
wish to launch a coopera- 


tion plan with the NHF in 
exchanging experiences and 
offered NHF a cash dona- 
tion and a gift. 

Upon arrival the visiting 
group was received by Noor 
l 2 zeddin. a member of the 
NHFs Board of Trustees, 
Abdullah A] Hindawi. De- 
puty Director General and 
senior NHF staff. 

Visits to CPF, workshops 

Later Dr. Siri Hasmah vi- 
sited the Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation (CPF), toured its 
various sections, and made a 
donation to the foundation. 
The Malaysian first lady akn 
visited the workshops of the 
Young Women's Muslim 
Association (YWMA) Cen- 
tre for the Mentally- 
Handicapped, where she was 
briefed by Workshop Direc- 
tor Marwan Akrabawi on the 
courses offered. 


Pakistani parliament speaker ends visit 


iMMAN (Petra) — 
peaker of the Pakistani 
arliament Yousef Raza 
■- - rillani Sunday left Amman 
l the end of a four-day 
isit to Jordan, during 
•hich he held talks with 
’ rime Minister Abdul 
alam Majali, the speakers 
f the Upper and Lower 
~ louses of Parti ament and 
;nior Jordanian officials 
h bilateral relations and 
evelopmems of the M3d- 
le East peace process. 


Mr. Giilani was also re- 
ceived in a special audience 
Thursday by His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

Prior to his departure, 
Mr. Giilani and {he accom- 
panying parliamentary de- 
legation visited King 
Abdullah Mosque in Abda- 
U where they were received 
by Minister of Awqaf and 
Tsiamic Affairs Abdul 
Salam Abbadi and the 
ministry’s secretary gener- 


al. Ahmad- Helayei. 

The Pakistani guests 
viewed a display of photo- 
graphs depicting the third 
Hashemite restoration of 
AI Aqsa Mosque and the 
Dome of the Rock in Jeru- 
salem and an exhibition on 
the restoration of the 
tombs of Prophet Moham- 
mad's Companions. 

Dr. Abbadi briefed the 
delegation the phases of 
the restoration of holy 
sites. 


Japan donates equipment 


JMAN (J.T.) — Japan 
□day donated JD 288,000 
Tth of audiovisual edu ca- 
bal equipment to the Uni- 
-rsity of Jordan. 

-At a presentation cere- 
- iny held at the Educational 
ihnology Centre of the 
iyersily Japanese Ambas- 
3br to Jordan Yuji Ikeda 
hded over the new equip- 
mt to University President 


Fawzi Gharaibeh. 

The equipment will be 
used to enhance tbe capabili- 
ties of the Educational Tech- 
nology Centre in producing 
television programmes and 
educational materials and 
providing training on both a 
national and regional basis in 
cooperation with Tatsuhiro 
Yanagine and Mari Sato, 
members of the Japan Over- 


seas Cooperation Volunteers 
working in Jordan. 

Japan’s contributions to 
the University of Jordan to 
date have included audiovi- 
sual equipment for the Edu- 
cational Technology Centre 
in 1983, books related to 
Japan studies for tbe uni- 
versity library in 1987 and 
1988, books related to Japan 
studies. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernments of Jordan and 
Malaysia Sunday issued a 
joint communique at a Dress 
conference held by Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
and bis Malaysian counter- 
part, Mahathir Mohammad. 
Following is the full text of 
the communique, read out at 
the press conference by 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Affairs Abdul Raouf Rawab- 
deh. 

At the invitation of Dr. 
Abdul Salam Majali, tbe 
Prime Minister of Jordan, 
His Excellency Dato Seri Dr. 
Mahathir Ben Mohammad, 
the Prime Minister of 
Malaysia, arrived at the head 
of a large delegation of senior 
officials and businessmen for 
an official visit to Jordan 
lasting from 29 September to 
October 3. 1994. : 

During the visit, Jordan’s 
honourable guest was re- 
ceived by His Majesty King 
Hussein, and the two leaders 
reviewed the strengthening 
relations between the two 
countries and the latest de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess. Afterwards. His Majes- 
ty the King awarded his guest 
the Al-Nahda Medal — First 
Class. H.E. Dr. Maharhir 
praised world stature and his 
continuing efforts in both the 
domestic and international 
arenas. 

During the discussions on 
regional and international 
issues, both sides agreed to 
coordinate their positions on 
issues of common concern. 

The Malaysian side ex- 
pressed its support for the 
Jordanian position in the 
peace process arid urged for 
full implementation by Israel 
of ail international resolu-' 
tions and bilateral agree- 
ments to ensure the attain- 
ment of a comprehensive. 
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Minister of Industry and Trade Rima Khalaf (right) and Malaysian Minister for International Trade Rafida Aziz 
Sunday sign a trade agreement (Petra photo) 


just and lasting peace where 
the rights of all parties are 
respected and preserved. 

The Jordanian and Malay- 
sian sides held several meet- 
ings, ending their discussions 
this morning, Sunday Octo- 
ber 2. The discussions co- 
vered all topics of interest 
and areas of cooperation be- 
tween the two countries, in- 
cluding tourism, Islamic 
affairs, education, shipping 
and civil aviation. 

The visit culminated in the 
signing of four bilateral 
agreements as follows: 

— An agreement for eco- 
nomic, technological, scien- 
tific and cultural cooperation. 
— An agreement to avoid 


dual taxation. 

— A trade agreement. 

— Investment protection 
agreement. 

The two countries also 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding concerning 
cooperation in tourism. 

The two sides also discus- 
sed practical ways of im- 
plementing these agreements 
by means of various protocols 
to be finalised at a later stage, 
especially relating to the ex- 
change of administrative ex- 
pertise and towards the supp- ' 
ly of Malaysian needs for 
man power in the medical, 
engineering and educational 
fields. Businessmen from 


both sides also met repeated- 
ly to explore areas and ways 
of mutual cooperation with 
the objective of expanding 
trade and the establishment 
of joint projects, especially 
those to establish a joint busi- 
ness council and signed an 
agreement to achieve that 
objective. 

An agreement was also 
signed between a Malaysian 
and a Jordanian company for 
the export of Jordanian phar- 
maceuticals. 

It was also agreed to estab- 
lish friendship societies for 
both countries, and to study 
the establishment of resident 
embassies in each others’ 
capitals. 


The visit of the Malaysian 
delegation was successful and 
productive, providing an 
opportunity for both sides to 
exchange views over martens 
of mutual interest, and both 
sides look forward to a prac- 
tical implementation of the 
agreements reached between 
the two friendly countries. 

His Excellency the Prime 
Minister of Malaysia thanked 
the government of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan for its warm hospitality 
and expressed his admiration 
for the historical and cultural 
sites of Jordan and the King- 
dom’s comprehensive de- 
velopment. 


Firm wins contract to 
study dam construction 


Morocco, Jordan to sign trade pact 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Valley Authority (JVA) 
Sunday awarded a local en- 
gineering firm! JD 85,000 a 
contract to conduct hydrolo- 
gical studies and prepare final 
designs for the construction 
of a dam at Wadi Ibn Ham- 
road district in Karak Gov- 
emorate. 

A statement issued after 
the signing of the contract at 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation said that the firm 
will have to complete its work 
in 10 months. 

Under the terms of the 
contract the company will 
conduct investigations and 
tests at the site to determine 
the exact location for the 
foundation of a 30-metre- 
high dam which will have a 


storage capacity of 1.4 mil- 
lion cubic metres (mem). 

It said that the dam will 
have winter rainfall and flood 
waters which will be used for 
irrigation. 

Last month Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat said the ministry 
was studying the construction 
of three other dams at Waleh 
(9 million cubic metres). Mu- 
jib (35 mcm), and Tannour 
(12 mcm) as well as raising 
the walls of the Kafrein Dam 
in the Jordan Valley to aug- 
ment its storage capacity to 
4.5 mcm. 

Referring to AI Karameh 
Dam which'is currently under 
construction, the minister 
said that it would have a 55 
man capacity. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-Moroccan Econo- 
mic .Committee Sunday met 
for the second day, resuming 
talks to increase trade be- 
tween the two countries. 

The committee intends to 
sign a final trade agreement 
today. The goal is to establish 
free trade between the two 
countries, which is “fairly in- 
significant,” said Fath’allah 
Sijilnassi. director for Inter- 
national Affairs at the 
Moroccan Ministry for 
Trade, Industry and Foreign 
Trade. 

Mr. Sijilnassi said Moroc- 
can trade volume with Jordan 
totalled a meagre $6 million 
in 1993. 

Morocco’s exports to Jor- 
dan consists mainly of proces- 
sed fish, clothing and genera] 
textiles. Morocco, he said. 


hopes to increaes volume in 
these areas as well as diver- 
sify its -exports. 

Commerce between the 
two countries has been hin- 
dered by trade barriers, and 
limited privatisation in both 
countries. The agreement 
will be within the framework 
of GATT, of which Morocco 
is a member. Jordan has re- 
cently applied for GATT 
membership. 

Additionally, the agree- 
ment seeks to liberalise trade 
between the countries, and 
create the means for in- 
creased trade and invest- 
ment. . 

Jordan is in a good position 
to become a significant trade 
partner of Morocco because 
of its number of increasingly 
privatised industries. Mr. Si- 


jilnassi said. "Trade has been 
insignificant because of a lack 
of information and links be- 
tween businessmen,” Mr. Si- 
jilnassi pointed out. "Most 
contacts have been between 
governments. Liberalisation 
leaves things up to business- 
men.” 

He also said that expand- 
ing trade with -Jordan was 
significant because of the 
Kingdom's increasing import- 
ance in the region. 

Edris Harto, Morocco’s 
trade minister, will meet with 
his Jordanian counterpan 
Rima Khalaf for final discus- 
sions and the signing of the 
agreement today. 

Mr. Hatto will also discuss 
Jordan’s role in the coming 
Casablanca summit sche- 
duled for the end of October. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


he following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
id tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
_.ie listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


FILM 

T French film entitled “La Grande Illusion” at die 
French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


CONCERT 

V. Concert by the National Musical Institute at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

h j ^ Oriental pieces exhibition at Gallery Mariam (Tel. 

, ij A^, ^824425). 

Ceramics e xhibi tion by Hameed Abdul Majeed at the 
„ Royal Cultural Centre. 

- (..Two exhibitions of abstract art by Ramzi AI Sayid and 
Mo hammad at. tbe Royal Cultural Centre. 

/’Photography exhibition at tbe University of Iordan. 

. . ■ Fourth Amman International Book Exh ibition at the 
v - ■- Interna tional Exhi bition Centre, University Road (Tel. 

: 650601). 

Exhibition of painringt by Iraqi artist Wadhah AI Ward 
' [ T .at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art, Wasfi Tal 

* Street (Tel. 695291). 

r Exhibition of pairings by Dia Azzawi at Ab’ad Art 
-Gallery (Td. 862X05). 

t Exhibition of nattiriitpx by Kamal BouDala entitled 
■ “Duets, Quartets, and a Triangle” al Darat AI Ftuura of 

• ' the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal Luw&b- 
: deh. Also showing “permanent exhibition of 56 Arab 
, p contemporary arti sts (Tel. 643251/2). 

f Exhibition by artist Nadim Mutism at tbe French 
Cultural Centre. 

r “The Diness Exhibit” — beginnings of photography in 
' Jerusalem and the Holy Land at the American Center 
c exhibition hall, Abdoon. 


Azzawi ’s somber ‘war diaries’ hang between his polished gems 


AMMAN — Many consid- 
er Dia Azzawi, 48, to be 
Iraq’s finest contemporary 
artist, bar none, and very 
few artgoers would deny 
him a place among the 
cream of that country’s 
countless superb painters, 
who have made Baghdad 
tbe crown jewel of tbe 
Arab ait world. 

With this in mind, those 
going to see Azzawi’s ex- 
hibition at the Al Ab’aad 
Art Gallery will leave with 
mixed emotions. His multi- 
media works are magical . 
and mesmerising, and the 
central exhibition piece, 
tbe Al Jawahiri folio, which 
consists of 10 lithographs, 
is a tour-de-force of the 
first order. 

But the numerous acry- 
lics and charcoals on dis- 
play, which form at least 
half of the exhibits, are a- 
disappointmem. Some of 
them are polished enough, 
but otherwise unremark- 
able. A few even verge on 
the amateurish. 

By far, what makes the 
exhibition an artistic event 
of the first magnitude, de- 
spite the large number of 
knock-off works, is the Al 
Jawahiri folio, which 
blends Azzawi’s visions as a 
painter with verses selected 
from the writings of Al 
Jawahiri, die famous Iraqi 
poet. 

The lithographs are lyric- 
al and gripping, and de- 


By lan Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 


monstrate that Azzawi at 
his best possesses a dyna- 
mic expressiveness so 
powerful that it no doubt 


leaves many of his peers in 
Baghdad green with envy. 

Another series of mixed- 
media works in similar 
style, half abstract and half 
graffitti-like, chiefly 
“Nuzhat Zaman” and “The 
Book of Love,” carry on 
superbly. 

Azzawi will never be re- 
membered for technical ex- 
cellence or innovation, one 
suspects — his technique is 
often erode and rough. The 
singular power of his works 
lies elsewhere. 

For somehow,, through 
colour, shape and texture, 
he has been able to endow 
these otherwise ungainly 
mixed-media works with an 
other-wordly spirit, so 
piercing and so baffling at 
the same time, that one 
suspects Azzawi is lucky to 
be a modern painter. One 
can easily see him being 
hauled off and accused of 
-witchcraft if he had lived in 
medieval times, as hap- 
pened once with the poet 
and scholar Omar 
Khayyam. 

That said, the breath of 
-this great artist has some- 
how failed to transfer to his 
acrylic and charcoal works 
on the walls of Al Ab’aad. 

The eight charcoals, enti- 
tled “war diaries.” ail por- 
tray a somber, weeping 


face in abstraa black-and- 
white. 

For those in Jordan who 
know all to well the blood- . 
shed Iraq has endured 
throughout the last two de- 
cades, the work’s theme 
and purpose is poignant. 

But the renderings are 
clumsy, and in the end, 
Azzawi’s handling of the 
theme comes across as no 
more than cliche. 

The acrylics on the oppo- 
site wall are un-unique and 
uninspiring, both in terms 
. of theme and technique. As 
good as Azzawi shows him- 
self to be in the Jawahiri 
folio and other above- 
mentioned works, one 
wonders how he ever came 
up with such paintings in 
between. 

If Azzawi had been a 
still-unknown artist, the 
display would have shown 
him to be a reasonably 
competent artist on the 
whole, with possible poten- 
tial for future greatness. 

But Azzawi is no un- 
known — he is a proven 
master, and the overall un- 
even quality of the work he 
has brought to Amman de- 
tracts from the gems he has 
placed among them. Oi<e 
ieaves wishing to see a 
much more comprehensive 
and fully-realised display. 

The exhibition, which 
opened on September 27, 
will continue until October 
10 . 
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Dia Azzawi’s ‘Marrakesh Zone’, acrylic on canvas 
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India confident plague controlled, but cases mount 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
India is sounding confident it 
has controlled an outbreak of 
plague that sent tremors of 
dread around the world, but 
the number of suspected 
cases continued to mount and 
three new possible deaths 
were reported Sunday. 

One person died in Surat 
— the west coast industrial 
city where the outbreak 
started on Sept. 19 — after 
entering hospital with sus- 
pected plague symptoms. 

“It’s not certain whether 
he died from plague,'* said 
Jagdish Shelat. junior health 
minister of Gujarat state. 

Mr. Shelat said the man 
may have died from tubercu- 
losis and the body had been 
sent for a post mortem ex- 
amination to determine 
whether he was India's offi- 
cially reported 52nd plague 
victim. 

If he was, be would be the 
first plague death in Surat, 
where 47 people have died, in 
more than four days. 

A 10-year-old girl died in 
Bombay, but initial tests 
were negative for plague, 
said Dr. Padmini Shetty at 
the Plague Control Room of 
India's commercial capital 
where no one has so far died 
of the scourge. 


And a 55-year-old man 
died in Delhi — where two 
deaths Saturday are still 
awaiting the end of testing to 
determine whether they died 
of plague — and again senior 
health officials said he might 
have died of something eke. 

On Sunday, India reported 
3,474 suspected cases of pla- 
;e, up by nearly one-third 
m the previous day's fi- 
. However, so far only 
have proved to be plague 
victims, the Delhi Plague 
Control Room said. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) said Sunday 
the rapid rise in nnmbers of 
suspected cases was no sur- 
prise or cause for alarm and 
that the next two days would 
prove if the Indian govern- 
ment was right to believe the 
plague was dying. 

‘This spurt was to be ex- 
pected.” WHO spokesman 
Jitexidra Tuli in Delhi told 
Reuters. “We believe the full 
picture will be clear by Tues- 
day.” 

He said the basic signs 
were that the outbreak was 
tapering off and government 
confidence would be justified 
“unless some cases show up 
in entirely unexpected areas. 
That would then really mean 
a long haul ahead.” 


The government believes 
the many countries taking 
stringent measures to quaran- 
tine India have seriously 
overreacted. 

It stressed the compara- 
tively s mall number of posi- 
tive tests and that the plague 
is easily cured by common 
anti-biotics- 

But there was no sign that 
the outside world, fearful of 
the plague spreading across 
the globe like wildfire, was 
about to ease curbs on 
travellers and goods from In- 
dia- 

New Zealand and West In- 
dian cricketers, due to play in 
India this month, made an- 
xious comments and an In- 
donesian dance troupe can- 
celled a scheduled tour of 
India. 

The Maldives became the 
latest nation to suspend 
flights from India. 

India’s major problem in 
the outbreak of plague was 
the panic-ridden rush of 
300,000 people from Surat. 
Most of the deaths were in 
the first days. 

They spread the disease to 
six other of India’s 26 states 
in a stampede Cabinet 
Secretary Surendra Singh 
said could not be stopped 
“without biutality.” He was. 


however, sure “a lid” would 
soon be put on the plague. 

“Everybody knows about 
it and if the victim doesn’t go 
to hospital, his relatives or 
neighbours will probably 
make sure they do,” said Mr. 
Singh. 

In Bangladesh, about 50 
people have been hospital- 
ised with suspected plague, 
but none of them has tested 
positive for the disease, 
newspapers reported Sunday. 

The first two plague sus- 
pects surfaced Thursday after 
the passengers came from 
Dubai on board a Bangladesh 
jetliner that had landed in 
Bombay, newspapers re- 
ported quoting Health Minis- 
try official Shamsuddin Siddi- 
qui. 

Two passengers returning 
from the plague-ravaged In- 
dian city of Surat also have- 
been quarantined, the re- 
ports said. The other people 
were admitted to hospitals 
with a fever or sore throat, 
symptoms of pneumonic pla- 
gue. Details of the cases were 
not immediately available. 

Bangladesh has suspended 
all flights to India of its 
national airline and sealed 
land routes along the border. 
Thousands of people move 
illegally across both the na- 









A shoe shine man wears a face mask wh&e 
tending to a cu stomer h» New Delhi. R esi den t s 
move around with bandanas wrapped. across 


tions to work in farms and 
factories. 

The government Saturday 
decided to operate a tram 
from Calcutta to evacuate 
thousands of Bangladesh stu- 
dents stranded there. 

Pakistan’s first suspected 
plague victim arrived aboard 
a special train from India 
bringing home 332 Pakistanis 
who had been stranded since 
the potentially deadly disease 


theta* fines in 
suspect 
photo) 

broke out two weeks ago, 
health officials said Sunday. 

A team of doctors met the 
train that arrived from New 
Delhi late Saturday at the 
Pakistani border town of 
Wagah. 

An eight-year-old boy was 
hospitalised with flu-like 
symptoms and is being tested 
for the plague, said Dr. 
Mushtaq Ahmad, a Health 
Ministry official. 


FT 


the capital where almost 400 
r ywi have sarfaced (AFP 

“He bad a high fever and 
symptoms of some sort of 
respiratory disorder,” said 
Dr. Ahmad. “We won’t 
know anything for another 24 
hours.” 

Pakistan cancelled all regu- 
lar travel Knks with India 
after plague erupted in Surat, 
but Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto put on a special train 
to ferry stranded Pakistanis 
home from India. 


Balladur plays for high stakes in corruption scam 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
-Prime Minister Edouard Bal- 
ladur vowed to fight corrup- 
tion to the end over the 
weekend but the political 
.price could be high and the 
conservative leader stands to 
lose three of his ministers. 

The wave of scandals 
washing over his government 
could also damage Mr. Baila- 
dur’s chances in next year's 
presidential elections and 
favour his rival, Gaullist lead- 
er Jacques Chirac. 

Speaking on television 
Saturday night, Mr. Balladur 
said corruption cases would 
be investigated "with rigor- 
ous and strict respect for the 
law.” He added: “No one can 
rite a single case where the 
functioning of justice has 
been prevented by my gov- 
ernment.” 

The first of his ministers in 
the firing line is Industry 
Minister Gerard Longuet, 
who paid a bargain basement 
price for a second home be 
had built in the French 
Riviera resort of Saint- 
Tropez. 

But Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard and Enter- 
prise and Economic Develop- 
ment Minister Alain Madelin 


may also have to quit over 
the alleged illegal financing 
of the conservative Republi- 
can Party (PR), of which Mr. 
Longuet is president. 

That would bring the total 
number of ministers forced to 
quit to four, following the 
July resignation of Com- 
munication Minister Alain 
Carignon, who was subse- 
quently charged with fraud 
over illegal financing of his 
political activities in the 
Alpine capital of Grenoble, 
where be is mayor. 

On Saturday, Mr. Balladur 
reaffirmed his “very severe 
rule” that once a minister had 
been charged, he must resign 
even though presumed inno- 
cent until found guilty. 

He had earlier come under 
fire for an apparent coverup 
by prolonging a preliminary 
probe into Mr. Longuet’s 
affairs for a month until Oct. 
31, rather than .allowing the 
minister to be indicated im- 
mediately. 

Mr. Balladur said he took 
“full responsibly” for the ex- 
tension, adding it bad been 
granted to allow Mr. Longuet 
“to prove his good faith.” 

Mr. Longuet was accused 
in a leaked report by anti- 


* 

corruption magistrate Re- 
naud Van Ruymbeke of hav- 
ing bought the Saint Tropez 
villa in a corrupt deal. 

The affair is damaging to 
Mr. Bahadur's strategy for 
the presidential elections 
next April and May. Mr. 
Longuet has rallied the PR, a 
major formation in the gov- 
erning conservative coalition, 
behind Mr. Balladur in the 
battle to 'succeed Socialist 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, and analysts said its 
loyalty could now falter. 

Mr. Van Ruymbeke had 
questioned the origin of the 
fends Mr. Longuet used to 
pay for the Saint-Tropez vil-' 
la. It cost him 2.529,444 
francs (about $505,888), but 
was worth at least 4.2 million 
francs, file magistrate said, 
alleging that the cash was 
paid to two of Mr. Longuet’s 
consultancies by property de- 
velopers COGEDIM and wa- 
ter company- Compagnie 
General e des Eaux. 

In the affair of the PR’s 
finances, the same magistrate 
alleges that "suitcases full of 
cash” of dubious origin were 
handed to the party between 
1987 and 1991, totalling 28 
million francs (S5.6 million)./ 


And that Mr. Longuet, Mr. 
Leotard and Mr. Mandelin 
were all aware of the traffic. 

Mr. Van Ruymbeke is also 
probing how the PR allegedly 
paid a 1.2 million commission 
in return for acquisition of 
part of hs Paris headquarters. 

Meanwhile among the 
Gaullists, Youth and Sports 
Minister Michele Alliot- 
Marie faces investigation for 
receiving cash from the 
medical consultancy Metfr- 
conseil for allegedly fictitious 
services rendered. 

And a total of seven indus- 
trialists and businessmen said 
to be close to die Gaullist 
Rally For the Republic 
(RPR) have been indicted 
with fake invoicing that 
helped to finance the RPR. 

Maverick right-winger Phil- 
lippe De Villiers, who recent- 
ly walked out of das PR, 
called Saturday for new anti- 
corruption laws in an open 
letter to Mr. Balladur. 

Mr. De Villiers said the 
Socialists were chased out of 
power in March 1993 because 
of corruption and “what led 
to the downfall of the left 
could lead to that of the 
right." 


Russians rally to mark October rebellion 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Some 
3,000 tearful mourners and 
hardliners marched through 
central Moscow Sunday, re- 
tracing the route of a protest 
last year that set off two days 
of bloody violence ending in 
the shelling of parliament. 

Nearly 100 of the marchers 
carried large portraits flamed 
in black of youths who were 
killed last October when 
army troops backed by tanks 
violently quelled a revolt by 
supporter of the parliament 


President Boris Yeltsin had 
dissolved. 

Former Vice-President 
Alexander Rutskoi, a key 
leader of the parliamentary 
rebellion, joined the march at 
a square outside the Foreign 
Ministry building where Cho- 
pin's Funeral March was 
played over loudspeakers. 

“I bow to you heroes of the 
October fight and I bow to 
you, their mothers and 
fathers,” Mr. Rutskoi told 
the crowd during a break in 



Nina Matukhina embraces a portrait of her son Kirril, who was 
ih upH near the Russian ’‘White House” when hit by a stray 
imllet as be and his friends were watching the storm of the 
White House from the top of the opposite bmkhng (AFP photo) 


the music. 

“I ask your forgiveness 
that I wasn’t able to save your 
sons and daughters. I stayed 
with them until the end, but I 
couldn't do anything to save 
them.” 

Smolensk Square, where 
the Foreign Ministry is lo- 
cated, was the site of violent 
dashes on Oct. 2 and 3 last 
year that triggered the revolt. 

There was a minute of si- 
lence after Mr. Rutskoi 
spoke, but a number of those 
in the crowd reacted angrily 
to the former vice-presiddnt's 
words. 

“What right does he have 
to ask our forgiveness?” said 
an elderly war veteran who 
was carrying a red Soviet flag 
and who wore a jacket bede- 
cked with medals. 

“He may have stayed until 
the end, but he’s here alive 
and our sons are dead,” the 
man said. 

Another protester added: 
"He just wants to' get back in 
power so he can shoot it out 
again with Yeltsin.” 

The protest appeared di- 
vided into two parts with 
some 2,000 people marching 
in a funeral-like procession at 
the head of the crowd fol- 
lowed by more than 1,000 
hardline Communists car- 
rying Soviet flags and anti- 
Yeltsin banners. 

The march was scheduled 
to continue to the “White 
House,” the building that 
housed the former Russian 
parliament and is now the 
seat of the government. 

The funeral marchers car- 
ried a large black banner 
inscribed in white with the 
words: "No pardon for the 
executioner.” 

Many of those carrying 
portraits of the young victims 
of last year's violence were 
parents or relatives and were 
unanimously critical of the 
government’s actions last 
year in quelling the revolt 

"Our kids had nothing to 
do with politics... they just 
shot our children,” said one 
mother whose son, 17-year- 
old Roman Verevkin, was 
among those killed during the 
revolt. 

According to official fi- 
gures, some 140 people — 
most of them “defenders” of 
the banned parliament — 


were killed in last year’s vio- 
lence, but Mr. Rutskoi and 
other opposition leaders 
claimed the number was clos- 
er to 500. 

Police presence was re- 
latively light but as the pro- 
test continued a handful of 
OMON riot police were spot- 
ted keeping an eye on the 
march. 

The demonstrators met 
earlier under a towering sta- 
tue of Lenin and many of 
them also bore placards with 
stridently anti-Jewish slogans 
written on them. 

One sign bore a photo- 
graph of President Boris 
Yeltsin over the words: 
“Kick out this instrument of 
the Jewish international con- 
spiracy” while another pla- 
card stated "Stop the in- 
tervention of international 
Jewry.” 

Another banner pictured 
Mr. Yeltsin sitting atop a 
tank firing on the former 
parliament building and 
stated: “This is the triumph 
of democracy." 

A year ago Tuesday, four 
T-80 battle tanks positioned 
on a bridge over the Moskova 
River in central Moscow 
targetted their cannons on 
the facade of the parliament 
building and opened fire, 
shaking the city. 

Even before the assault on 
■the “White House” began 
that chilly, sunny morning, 
questions on who was shoot- 
ing, why they were shooting 
and who they were shooting 
at were already being asked 
and many have yet to be 
answered. 

“The October tragedy is 
still far from over,” Alexan- 
der Volcbkov, political 
secretary for the conservative 
Russian National Union, said 
last week in a statement 
quoted by the English- 
language daily the Moscow 
Tribune. 

“The war of the traitors 
against their own state, 
against their own economy, 
against their own people con- 
tinues. 

“The truth about the 
bloodletting of last year, so 
painstakingly hushed up by 
the authorities who were 
victorious over their own 
people, will still be told,” Mr. 
Volcbkov said. 


Meciar wins Slovakian elections 


BRATISLAVA (AFP) — 
Former Slovakian Premier 
Vla dimir Medar was Sunday 
declared the winner of Slova- 
kia’s general elections with a 
much bigger majority than 
expected, potting him in a 
position of strength in form- 
ing the next gov e r nm ent. 

Final results Sunday gave 
Mr. Medar’s Movement for a 
D em ocratic Slovakia 
(HZDS) 34.96 per cent of the 
vote, far ahead of its nearest 
rival, Peter Weiss’s Demo- 
cratic Left and its partners in 
the Common Choice alliance, 
which scraped only 10.41 per 
cent. 

Three parties representing 
the Hungarian min o ri ty did 
unexpectedly well, finishing 
third with 10.18 per cent of 
votes. Only seven of the 18 
groupings which fonght the 
elections crossed the five per 
cent threshold to win seats in 
parliament 

Mr. Medar’s showing con- 
founded opinion pollsters, 
the most optimistic of whom 
had only credited him with 27 
per cent of voting intentions. 

His score was within a cou- 
ple of points of his perform- 
ance in file 1992 elections 


which swept him to power 
and triggered the Slovakian 
separatist drive that culmin- 
ated in the break-up of the 
old Czechoslovakia and 
formation of Slovakia on Jan. 
1, 1993. 

Political analysts were Sun- 
day putting forward two 
possible scenarios for Tues- 
day,, when President Michael 
Kovac is to open consulta- 
tions on forming a new gov- 
ernment. 

They said the HZDS could 
form a nationalist-slanted 
coalition with the support of 
Jan Slota’s National Slovak 
Party and the breakaway 
communist Slovakian Work- 
ers Movement of Jan Luptak. 
The latter stole votes from 
the SDL, coming in sixth with 
734 per cent of the vote, 
while the former only just 
managed to win representa- 
tion in parliament with 5.4 
.per cent, putting it in seventh 
place. 

Alternatively, the HZDS 
could team np with its fonner 
enemies in the coalition 
which has governed the coun- 
try since Mr. Medar was 
ousted last March after fall- 
ing out with* Mr. Kovac, a 


former HZDS leader. 

They are the SDL, the 
centrist Democratic Union 
(DU) of outgoing Prime 
Minis ter Jozef Moravtik and 
the Christian Democrats 
(KDH) of Jan Camogursky, 
which finished fourth and 
fifth with 10.08 and 8.57 per 
cent of the vote respectively. 

On Saturday night Peter 
Weiss, whose SDL party was 
the big loser in the poll, 
.railed for the formation of 
such a coalition, saying that 
political generosity was 
needed to give the country a 
really stable government 

If such a coalition were 
formed — which is far from 
certain given Mr. Medar’s 
impetuous and sometimes 
unpredictable temperament, 
and his hunger for power — it 
would leave the three parties 
representing the Hungarian 
minority out in the cold. 

None of the other parties 
fighting the elections had 
supported their aspirations 
for greater autonomy. 

The elections were the first 
since Slovakia arid the Czech 
Republic went their separate 
ways. 


General: Pakistan is an ‘atomic power’ 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistan is an atomic power 
and should announce the ex- 
istence of its weapons as a 
deterrent to hostile countries, 
the former Pakistani army 
chief. General Aslam Beg, 
said Saturday. 

“It is a fact that Pakistan is 
an atomic power and there is 
no reason why not to accept 
ft,” Gen. Beg said, quoted oy 
tiie official Assodated Press 
of Pakistan news agency. 

The official position held 
by tiie government of Prime 


Minister Benazir Bhutto, 
white admitting that Pakistan 
had nuclear capacity, was 
that the country did not have 
any atonic weapons. 

In May, Gen. Beg said that 
Pakistan had had nuclear 
arms since 1987. 

Fonner Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif said last month 
that Pakistan had a nuclear 
bomb, causing political tor- 
moil and leading to a series of 
official denials. 

Gen. Beg, who was speak- 
ing at a conference at the 


University of Punjab, said 
that Pakistan should 
announce the existence of its 
atomic weaponry to pull the 
nation out of uncertainty and 
indecision. 

He said Pakistan was in 
possession of a “mmimmn 
nuclear deterrent,” adding 
that India would be unable to 
in timidate Pakistan as it bad 
since New Delhi exploded its 
first nuclear device in 1974. 

India and Pakistan have 
fought three wars since 1947. 


Sri Lankan military halts offensive 
ahead of peace talks with rebels 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Secur- 
ity forces called off a planned 
offensive against separatist 
Tamil Tiger guerrillas in 
northern Sri Lanka in light of 
upcoming peace talks. De- 
fence Secretary General 
Hamilton Wanasinghe said 
Sunday. 

Troops suspended a major 
operation against the rebel 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) in view of the 
talks between the new {gov- 
ernment and the guerrillas 
scheduled for Oct. 13 and 14, 


Mr. Wanasinghe said. 

“This is because we want 
to create conditions condu- 
sive for peace talks. You 
can’t be talking while war is 
going on,” Mr. Wanasinghe 
told AFP. He did not give 
details of the planned offen- 
sive. 

However, he said “defence 
oriented” small-scale opera- 
tions would continue in the 
island’s northern an d eas tern 
regions, where the LTTE has 
stepped up attacks, killing 
some 15 soldiers and an esti- 


mated 25 sailors in the past 
two weeks. 

Defence sources said the 
military was on the verge of. 
tightening their strangle bold 
on the LTTE-dominated 
northern Jaffna peninsula 
when they were ordered to 
hold back. 

“We were about to launch 
an attack when the orders 
came to suspend the opera- 
tion. This is a clear signal that 
the government is very se- 
rious about tiie peace talks,” 
the sources said. 


China ‘concocts’ charges against dissidents 


BEIJING (AFP) — The 
Chinese government is in- 
creasingly using false or frivo- 
lous criminal charges to 
arrest or convict political 
activists in a bid to discredit 
them at home and abroad, 
according to a human rights 
report released Monday. 

Of the 12 known cases of 
human rights advocates and 
political dissidents formally 
charged or sentenced since 
the beginning of 1994, all 
have been charged with cri- 
minal offences rather than 
political crimes, said the re- 
port by the U.S. -based 
watchdog. Human Rights 
Watch/Asia. 

The charges ranged from 
embezzlement to fraud to 
“hooliganism,'* the report 
said, citing the example of 
26-year-old Tong Yi — the 
assistant to leading dissident 
Wei Jingsheng — who was 
charged in August with forg- 
ing a seal for a university 
document. 


Similarly, Zhang Lin, a 
labour activist from Anhui, 
was charged with “hooligan- 
ism” the same month and 
sentenced to three years in a 
re-education camp, white Bi 
Yimin — a fonner colleague 
of leading dissidents Wang 
Juntao and Chen Timin g — 
was charged with giving 
“public money" to the dissi- 
dents’ families. 

“The use of - criminal in- 
stead of political charges 
against dissidents means, 
among other things, that the 
number of political prisoners 
and detainees is far higher 
that the roughly 3j000 men 
and women convicted of 
‘counterrevolution’ that the 
Chinese government has ack- 
nowledged currently hold- 
ing,” the report said. 

Another aspect of judicial 
abuse identified by the report 
was repeated denials by the 
authorities that they are 
actually detaining dissidents 
who are known to have been 


seized by the police. 

Such denials have sur- 
rounded the detention of 
veteran activists Wei Jing- 
sheng and Liu Nianchun, 
both of whom have been said 
to be under “residential sur- 
veillance” despite the fact 
that their families have no 
knowledge of their conditions 
Or whereabouts. 

On Saturday, Mr. Liu’s 
wife accused the Chinese au- 
thorities of misleading the 
United Nations after the 
U.N. groupo dealing with 
“involuntary missing” indi- 
viduals informed her that it 
had received notification 
from Beijing that Mr. Liu 
was under residential sur- 
veillance. 

“I was not satisfied with 
the answer given to the Un- 
ited Nations by the Chinese 
government,” Mr. Liu's wife 
said. “Since he was taken 
away (on May 26) I haven’t 
heard from him and I don’t 
know where he is now." 


Gays demand 
rights in new 
S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (i 
— One thousand gay i 
demanded homo 
feature in Sooth 

constitution in their first] 

apartheid parade Sac 
“South Africa will 
shown once more that 
struggle can be woi 

spokesman David Hooghl 
told the crowd gathered < 
side the Library ganfcasj 
the centre of the c 
Houghland. a British 
described 1994 as a _ . ^ 
celebration” for hom oscg> g- 
nak , adding that tbo uffi y 
much bad been achieved jm - 
25 years of Americas??: 
homosexual militancy there 
was still much to be done. 
cited the Pentagon's refusal 
to allow gay soldiers in the -.3 
army white Israel gay men. y 
and lesbians served openly. / 
Houghland is a star off the-"- 
film And The Band P!ayed'4= 
On, now being screened m. 
Sooth Africa, in wind he .. 
plays a gay rights’ lobbyist in 
the early 1980s’ under - 
Reagan when the first AIDS ~- 
case were recorded. Gay and > - 
Lesbian Organisation spokes? 
man Paul Stobbs said foe new. 
constitution in South Africa 
was the only one in the world 
which outlawed any discri- ; 
donation against homosex- ? 
uals. “All prejudices should 
■be eradicated,” he told the 
crowd. Flower-laden floats, 
balloons, young men dressed 
as women or nans, pink 
triangle symbols and die '/ 
Rainbow flag predominated. 

One woman carried a placard 
saying: “My son is gay and I ; 
love him.” 

Quiz show on 
Berlusconi TV 
under probe 

TURIN, Italy (AP) — The 
host of a quiz show on Pre- 
mier Silvio fieriuscom’s TV 
network as well as a fonner .. 
minister will be questioned 
by prosecutors probing 
alleged corruption, Itallian 
news reports said. The case 
dates back to Fmmvest net- 
work’s coverage of the 1993 
Tour of Italy cycling event. 

The Italian daily La Voce 
reported that Giuseppe Maz- • 
zocchi, an employee of a gov- d % 

eminent agency monitoring 

broadcast frequencies, was 
arrested Friday after a col- 
league accused him of tip- 
ping off Fminvest about an 
impending inspection to de- 
termine whether the network 
had incorrectly used local fre- 
quencies to broadcast the 
cycling race. Mr. Mazzocchi, 
according to La Voce, a 
Milan daily, allegedly alerted 
Hninvest in exchange for 
being picked to* appear on 
Mike Bongomo’s quiz show 
Wheel Of Fortune. Mr. Maz- 
zocchi won 30 million lire 
(almost $20,000) as a contes- 
tant. La Voce reported that 
police seized list of other 
participants on Wheel Of 
Fortune and two other game 
shows hosted by Mr. Bon- 
gioroo. The Italian News 
Agency (ANSA) reported 
that Turin prosecutors wffl 
question Mr. Bongiorno and 
former Telecommunications 
Munster Manrizio Pagani in 
die case. The employee who 
implicated Mr. Mazzocchi is 
himself under investigation in 
another case for allegedly 
favouring a private radio sta- 
tion to wm a local frequency. ’■# 

Why he is still 
king of tenors 

NEW YORK (AP) — Final- 
ly, more than two hours into 
the evening, the faithless 
wife, her lover and her re- 
jected suitor all had left the 
stage, and the tenor sat down, 
alon e, holding bis down cos-' 
tome, reflecting on his shat- 
tered life. Then Luciano 
Pavarotti launched into 
“Vesti La Giubba,” the mo- 
ment for which th« audience 
of 3,800 had waited. Forget 
the “three tenors,” those 
concerts at Atlantic Gty, the 
crossover pop albums — rtifc 
was prime Pavarotti, the se- 
rious artist whose ardent 
tone, impeccable attack and 
eloquent diction remain 
largely untouched by the 
years. As he etched the brief, 
brooding melody that Leon- 
cavallo wrote for his tragic 
. hero, Canio, he created a 
moment of musical glory that 
perh aps no other singer alive 
could equal. Friday night’s 
Performance at die Metropo- 
litan Opera marked only the 
second time in his career that 
Pavarotti had sung the role in 
a staged production (the first 
was the season opener Mon- 
day). Yet at 58, and looking 
trimmer than he has in years 
(reportedly he has lost well 
over 100 pounds — 45 kgs), 
Pavarotti is going strong. 

Ntan week he starts a run of 
performances in Puccini’S 
J®sca 81 *1*® Met. Next year 
ne u be back for Do nizet ti's . 
Oamrhter Of The Regiment. 
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Bosnian Serbs halt Defeated Rwandan Hutus seek share of government 
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U.N. convoys in 
wake of accord 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serbs halted the first four 
U.N. convoys that tried to 
move through their territory 
Sunday despite an agreement 
only hours ago to lift a 10-day 
blockade and ensure their 
safe passage, U.N. officials 
said. 

“We had applied for nine 
convoys and received permis- 
sion for seven and the first 
four have been halted at Bos- 
nian Serb checkpoints.** 
Claire Grimes, a U.N. 
spokesperson in Sarajevo 
told Reuters Sunday. 

“The feeling is it's Sunday 
morning and the orders ha- 
ven't gone down the line yet, 
so we're going to give it some 
more time," she said. 

The United Nations and 
Bosnian Serbs reached agree- 
ment Saturday to allow re- 
sumption Sunday of U.N. 
logistics and humanitarian 
aid road convoys under Serb 
blockade since’ a NATO air 
strike 10 days ago. 

The Bosnian Serbs also 
accepted talks on restarting a 
vital U.N. airlift to Sarajevo 
grounded by Serb gunfire. 

Diplomats in Sarajevo said 
Sunday it was the growing 
isolation which forced Serb 
leaders into an accommoda- 
tion with the United Nations 
and which could give 
peacekeepers the upper hand 
for the first time in 30 months 
of war. 

“The Bosnian Serbs love to 
hate the U.N. but they struck 
two agreements Saturday 
that make the UNPROFOR 
(U.N. Protection Force In 
Bosnia) look good," said a 
diplomat in Sarajevo, who 
asked not to be named. 

"Now the border is sealed, 
they need the U.N. more 
than ever for supplies and 
technical assistance. The 
U.N. is their only real link to 
the world. They can’t afford 
to lose that.” 

The anti-U.N. blockade 
had posed a potential huma- 
nitarian emergency for Serb- 
encircled government en- 
claves with winter nearing 
and NATO hesitating to take 
tougher action against Serbs 
U.N. officers were plainly 
relieved at the convoy pact. 

“It’s a very good step for- 
ward from the position we 
were in,” said Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose, 
commander of U.N. troops 
who guard government en- 
claves in Bosnia. 

The separatist Serbs neut- 
ralised U.N. operations in 
the 70 per cent Bosnia they 
hold in fury at NATO jets’ 
destruction of a Serb tank 
flouting Sarajevo’s U.N.- 
ra an date security zone and a 
stiffening of U.N. sanctions 
against diem. 

With the U.N. mission in 
possible jeopardy, Gen. Rose 
and civilian aides coaxed the 
Bosnian Serb political lead- 
ership into two rounds of 
negotiations that lasted more 
than a day and produced two 
agreements Saturday. 

The first was a U.N.- 
brokered deal between Serbs 
and the Muslim-led Bosnian 
government to swap hun- 
dreds of war prisoners which 
provided momentum for the 
second, more important pact. 

“Approval has been given 
for the reopening of land 
routes for U.N. logistics con- 
voys... commencing Oct. 2,” 
a joint U.N.-Serb communi- 
que said in the first of four 
points. 

Secondly, “approval has 
been given for the (simul- 
taneous) resumption of acti- 
vities by international huma- 
nitarian organisations for the 
distribution of humanitarian 
aid through land corridors.” 

Hie communique also said 
warring factions were pre- 
pared to guarantee utility 
supplies needed by civilians 
“on a reciprocal basis” in the 
Sarajevo region and other 
war zones of Bosnia. 

Finally, it said, “mutual 
readiness has been expressed 


to renew communications 
links in order’ to attain an' 
agreed resolution of all possi- 
ble incidents so as to avoid a 
deterioration of (Serb) rela- 
tions with UNPROFOR.” 

No one could be sure the 
convoy agreement would be 
honoured as it was not signed' 
by the Bosnian Serb military. 
Their troops have disre- 
garded some political deals in- 
the past. 

The Serbs and the U.N.- 
Protection Force also ageed 
to start talks on reopening 
U.N. -controlled Sarajevo 
Airport for U.N. humanita- 
rian aid flights. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, speak- 
er of the Serbs' self-styled 
.parliament, warned that 
these talks would be trickier. 

“We told General Rose 
there are serious problems in 
the use of the airport, “ Mr. 
Krajisnik told the Bosnian 
Serbs News Agency (SRNA), 
accusing Muslims of using it 
to attack Serbs. 

He did not elaborate. His- 
cabinet told Reuters Sunday 
the date for the talks had not 
yet been set but “could take 
place Monday at Sarajevo 
Airport.” 

The 27-month-old airlift to 
Sarajevo's 380,000 people, 
the longest recorded to a 
war-isolated region, was 
shelved after Serbs ringing 
the city threatened to shoot 
down the planes. 

NATO jet targeted 

A NATO jet was targeted 
by a missile while flying over : 
northern Bosnia this 
weekend but managed to 
escape unharmed, NATO’s 
Southern Command said 
here Sunday. 

The pilot of the French 
Mirage 2000 was on a patrol ' 
run over the area Saturday 
along with another Mirage 
when he saw the missile but 
was unable to identify the 
type. Captain John Mitchell, . 
spokesman for the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO.) in Naples, said. 

Capt. Mitchell, who was 
unable to specify who was 
behind the incident and 
whether more than one mis- ' 
sile was fired, said an inves-; 
tigation was underway. 

The two aircraft involved ' 
in the incident are part of a ; 
squadron of 17 French Mir- 
age 2000 planes used by 
NATO as part of its mission 
to enforce a no-fly zone over 
Bosnia. 

Last month, two British 
fighter planes were also 
targeted by missiles over 
northwest Bosnia and were 
unharmed. 

Meanwhile, Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
said lifting the arms embargo - 
in Bosnia would be a “suicid- • 
al decision” that could en- 
large the conflict in the for- - 
mer Yugoslavia. 

“Nobody in practical terms ' 
would ever contemplate lift- 
ing (the arms) embargo as a 
means of bringing peace to ■ 
Bosnia,” Mr. Kozyrev said in 
a CNN television interview. 

“This is just a suicidal deci- 
sion... because it is lifting all ■ 
the restraints of the war." 

Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic earlier in the 
week backed away from his 
longstanding demand for an 
immediate lifting of the 
embargo in Bosnia- 
Heizegovina and asked the 
U.N. Security Council to pass 
a resolution lifting it in six 
months. 

Mr. Kozyrev, who was in 
New York to attend the U.N. 
General Assembly, said any 
lifting of the embargo would 
be “a desperate gesture to 
bring outright war to the 
area.” 

President Bill Clinton and 
others have called for lifting 
the embargo to allow the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment to defend itself against 
the Bosnian Serbs, who have 
seized 70 per cent of the 
Balkan state. 


GOMA, Zaire (Agencies) — 
Leaders of Rwandan Hutu 
refugees camped around this 
Zairean border town have 
told the U.N. they warn a 
power-sharing deal with the 
victorious Rwanda Patriotic 
Front ( RPF) government be- 
fore they return home. 

Two planeloads of 
Japanese troops flew into 
Goma Sunday to provide 
relief assistance for Rwandan 
refugees — a landmark mis- 
sion for a nation which, for 
nearly five decades after its 
defeat in World War II, bar- 
red its armed forces from all 
services abroad. 

U.N. officials meanwhile 
stepped up efforts to regain 
control of a refugee camp 
from lawless members of the 
Hutu militia who were 
blamed for the deaths of hun- 
dreds of thousands of ethnic 
Tutsis earlier this year. 

Discussion of a mass return 
to Rwanda took place Satur- 
day between a delegation of 
refugees led by the head of 
the army of the former 
ousted Rwandan govern- 
ment, Major-Generaf Augus- 
tine Bizimungu, and repre- 
sentatives of aid agencies, the 
U.N. and Zairean govern- 
ment officers. 

The Rwandans said the re- 
fugees were prepared to re- 
turn home if their demand for 


a power-sharing deal was 
agreed. 

Nigerian Brigadier- 
General Henry Aniydoho, 
deputy commander of the 
U.N. Assistance Mission In 
Rwanda, toid Reuters Satur- 
day. 

“The refugee leaders said 
they wanted some kind of say 
in government. We have 
talked about these issues over 
and over. They didn't come 
out with a clear sign that they 
were willing to compromise.” 

U.N. officials said that 
while Gen. Bizimungu's 
group gave other conditions 
for a return, their main con- 
cern was for political integra- 
tion. 

Rwandan President Pas- 
teur Bizimungu, a Hutu mod- 
erate chosen by the Tutsi- 
dominated RPF after its civil 
war victory, spoke strongly in 
Kigali Saturday about the 
need for reconciliation. 

But he said nothing about 
sharing power with former 
government leaders, whom 
he blames for the massacres 
that followed the April 6 
death of President Juvenal 
Habyarimana as he returned 
from a peace summit. 

The U.N. -led group held 
more talks Sunday with other 
refugees in the nearby town of 
Bukavu. 

A spokesman said they ex- 


amined living conditions of 
the refugees and looked for 
ways in which they could be 
helped to accept repatriation. 

The delegation was also dis- 
cussing the possibility of us- 
ing U.N. troops to move the 
ex-soldiers to a new site, 
further away from other 
Rwandan refugees. 

Lyndall Sachs, spokes- 
woman for the U.N. refugee 
agency UNHCR, said that all 
aid agencies had resolved not 
to return to the KataJe re- 
fugee camp north of Goma 
until they received guaran- 
tees on the security of their 
workers. 

Some 270.000 people live 
in Katale camp. Ninety inter- 
national aid workers aban- 
doned it Friday after receiv- 
ing threats. 

U.N. officials were meet- 
ing refugee leaders north of 
Goma Sunday to seek dear 
proposals on security guaran- 
tees. Ms. Sachs said. 

“We told the refugee lead- 
ers in clear terms that we 
would not go back unless 
they guaranteed security. We 
don't like to do it because 
vulnerable groups like 
women, children, elderly and the 
sick are hurt, but it has to 
be done,” she added. 

Katale is qpe of a series 
of camps set up ro house 
nearly a million refugees who 
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A Rwandan refugee argues with other refugees al a Red Cross 
Kibumba camp, near Goma (AFP photo) _ 

Helicopters attack 
IChechenya village 





The leader of the Rwandan Patriotic Front 
General Paul Kagame (left) and Rwandan 
President Pasteur Bizimungu at the militar y 
rally commemorating the 4th anniversary of 

crossed from northwest prisals by govi 

Rwanda in July. — is the mai 

They are under the sway of than 2 millioi 

former officials of the ousted fugees are 
Rwandan government and home from c 

28,000 soldiers and militia bouring count 

members who also fled to “Ninety pe 
Zaire. The troops and militia- problem is reli 

men are blamed for the mas- sence of ex-gi 

sacre of an estimated million diers in the 

people between April and UNHCR spok 

July. jane Aalam. 

U.N. officials say they The ageno 

have repeatedly asked Zai- week claimed" 

rean authorities to disarm the troops were e 

Rwandan soldiers and isolate tematic killing 

them, but Zairean army offic- tion of Hul 

ers say they do not have charges the g< 

enough men to tackle the nies. 

task. Gen. Kagar 

Meanwhile the general soldiers and 

who led Rwanda’s Tutsi re- celebrations if 

beis to victory in the civil war ing the fourth 

appealed to them Saturday the rebels' f 
not to seek revenge against northeast R 

Hutus blamed for ethnic mas- Rwandan soldi 


the Tutsi rebellion against the 
President Juvenal Habyarimana, 
(AFP photo) 


is* 

regime of 
in Xtgaa 


food distribution centre in 


sacres. 

Maj. Gen. Kagame, vice 
president in the new Tutsi- 
installed government, criti- 
cised “foreigners who come 
to preach division,” a refer- 
ence to allegations by some 
relief officials that rebels 
have carried out widespread 
reprisal killings. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sion for Refugees Saturday 
conceded intimidation by 
Hutu extremists — not re- 


prisals by government troops 
— is the main reason more 
than 2 million Rwandan re- 
fugees are not returning 
home from camps in neigh- 
bouring countries. 

“Ninety per cent of the 
problem is related to the pre- 
sence of ex-government sol- 
diers in the camps,” said 
UNHCR spokeswoman Mar- 
jane Aalam. 

The agency in the past 
week claimed Gen. Kagame's 
troops were engaged in sys- 
tematic killing and persecu- 
tion of Hutu returnees, 
charges the government de- 
nies. 

Gen. Kagame, addressing 
soldiers and supporters at 
celebrations in Kigali mark- 
ing the fourth anniversary of 
the rebels' first attack in 
northeast Rwanda, said 
Rwandan soldiers were duty- 
bound to prevent further 
ethnic bloodshed in their cen- 
tral African nation. “We 
must take sure. genocide nev- 
er happens again.” said Gen. 
Kagame, to wild cheers from 
some 30,000 people who 
packed a sports stadium in 
Kigali’s decimated western 
suburb of Nyamirarnbo. 

About 2,000 rebel soldiers 
sang victory songs ahead of 
performances by dance 
troupes and a soccer match. 


Mr. Bizimungu also urged 
supporters Saturday to main- 
tain peace and security. 

“Everyone has the right :c 
life... there must be absolute 
respect for human rights. If 
that does not happen, all our 
efforts will have been in 
vain.” he said. 

Mr. Bizimungu said the 
government will convene a 
special commission to draw 
up an accurate tally of the 
number of people who died 
in the ethnic slaughter and 
organise the burial of mas- 
sacre victims scattered across 
the countryside. 

Numerous massacre sites 
have been discoverd since 
April, with many thousands 
of decomposed corpses left 
unburied as killers fled the 
rebel advance along with re- 
fugees. 

The government has been 
angered by reports of fresh 
killings released by the 
LJNHCR that it says are un- 
substantiated. It has admitted 
arresting 60 to 70 of its 
soldiers for vengeance crimes 
but says reprisals are isolated 
cases.’ 

In an apparent damage 
control effort, the UNHCR 
has invited a top level gov- 
ernment delegation to a 
meeting of its officials in 
Geneva, beginning Monday. 


Robots bring back first images of Estonia wreck 


^MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
mews agencies said Sunday 
[that five helicopters attacked 
la village in the rebel region of 
IChechenya, killing one per- 
fson and wounding several 
others. 

In reports from Checheny- 
a’s capital Grozny, ITAR- 
TASS and Interfax agencies 
said the helicopters with no 
•identification marks struck 
the Kalinovsky village north 
of the breakaway republic. 

They had no details on the 
type of helicopters used in 
the raid. The reports could 
.not be independently con- 
firmed. Moscow telephone 
operators said lines to Groz- 
ny were cut. 

• Interfax quoted aides of 
Chechen President Dzhokar 
Dudayev as alleging the heli- 
copters belonged to the Rus- 
sian army in the north Cau- 
casus. A Defence Ministry 
spokesman in Moscow de- 
nied Russian forces were in- 
volved in the conflict, Inter- 
fax said. 

Moscow makes no secret of 
its desire to see Mr. 
Dudayev's downfall and a 
swift end to the tiny north 
Caucasus republic's fragile 
Independence declared by 
the Chechen leader after the 
{L991 collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

I Russia has strong commer- 
cial interest in Chechenya, a 
vital oil refining centre. It has 
Openly backed the opposition 
Of several armed groups 
fighting to topple Mr. 
Dudayev but it denies it is 
involved militarily. 

; In another incident, jour- 
nalists of the Chechen-Press 
News Agency in Grozny con- 
tacted by telephone from 


Moscow reported another 
attack by two helicopter on a 
military airfied in Shchol- 
kovsky region about 80 
kilometres east of the capital. 

They said an airport 
mechanic was wounded in the 
Sunday attack. The helicop- 
ter had no identification 
marks. 

The latest reports followed 
an air raid Friday on Grozny 
Aiiport buildings when two 
helicopters damaged the con- 
trol tower and two civilian 
planes and slightly wounded 
several people. 

- Opposition leaders claimed 
responsibility for the raid. 

News reports from the re- 
gion said Mr. Dudayev 
blamed the attack on the 
Kremlin at an emergency 
meeting of his general staff 
Saturday. A government 
spokesman said measures 
were drawn up for stiff resist- 
ance. 

Russia has accused Mr. 
Dudayev of shedding the 
blood of his own people and 
vowed it will do everything 
possible to protect them. 

Mr. Dudayev, a former air 
force general, regards himself 
as heir to the Chechens who 
resisted Moscow’s rule in a 
19th century conflict that 
bogged down Russian troops 
in the region. He still enjoys 
the support of a well-armed 
and organised army. 

Russian media reports 
from Chechenya are sketchy 
and differ widely in details. 
Their sympathies, just like 
those of’the Kremlin, seem to 
lie with the opposition. Re- 
cent TASS reports claiming 
fighting and heavy casualties 
in central Grozny have later 
piuved unfounded. 


Germans warned against; dominance impression 


BREMEN. Germany (R) — 
President Roman Herzog 
warned Germany to avoid 
creating the impression of 
dominating Europe as the 
country marked the fourth 
anniversary of unification 
with street fairs and parades 
Sunday. 

“Whenever I travel abroad 
or I receive foreign visitors 

here, I sense Germany’s in- 
creased responsibility,” Mr. 
Herzog told German televi- 
sion. 

“The danger this entails, 
and which I to some extent 
feel is desired by Eastern 
European states, is the im- 
pression that we want a posi- 
tion of dominance in Europe. 

"We must not allow that to 
hapoen. under anv drcumst- 


on a third path, a special path 
for Germany.” 

Germany Saturday began 
three days of festivities to 
mark the fourth anniversary 
of German unification with 
politicians lamenting that the 
peoples of east and west had 
not grown together in the 
years of togetherness. 

Parliament President Rita 
Suessmutb said east and west 
Germans, reunited on Oct. 3, 
1990 after four decides of 
cold war division, still had 
not developed a sense of soli- 
darity. 

“In terms of reciprocal 
esteem, we still have a huge 
amount to do,” Ms. Suess* 
muth told German radio. 

The festivities for German 
Unity Day, which falls on 


hnd Berlin Saturday with 
street fairs offering wine, 
beer and food from the 16 
federal states. 

' On Sunday, some 2,200 
Representatives from the 
States paraded in traditional 
. posnime in the capital Berlin 
While Bremen hosted the 
German Classics Internation- 
al Indoor Riding Cham- 
pionships. 

: The celebrations are beign 

;• overshadowed by a general 
' t election in two weeks, in 
which many eastemes, weary 
r of high unemployment and 
impatient for the economic 
‘ Spoils of unification promised 
by Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
may chose to back refonn 
Communists. 

Westerners, for their part. 


taxes needed to fund the 
modernisation of former East 
Germany. 

Police in Bremen Saturday 
raided the offices of a group 
calling itself the "Bremen 
Alliance Against Celebra- 
tions On The Day Of Ger- 
man Unity," and’ said they 
found a large quantity of 

spray guns and loudspeakers. 

Demonstrations by groups 
opposed to unification, which 
had been called for Monday 
in Bremen where the official 
celebrations take place, have 
been banned. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel said that as Germans 
came to terms with the prob- 
lems brought by unity, they 
should not forget the human 


TURKU. Finland (AFP) — 
Finnish experts investigating 
the wreckage of the Estonia 
managed to film the front of 
the vessel where a faulty bow 
door is suspected of having 
caused the disaster, one of 
the experts said Sunday. 

“Unfortunately, we can’t 
give any comment on what 
we see before the investiga- 
tion committee has seen the 
video," said Tuomo Karp- 
pinen, who was reached by 
telephone on board the Halli, 
off the coast of Finland. 

“We are going to make a 
very thorough investigation.” 

He said images taken by an 
unmanned submarine pro- 
vided a “very high quality 
picture” of the stricken ship 
which capsized last week loll- 
ing 910 of the passengers on 
board. 

Mr. Karppinen said a com- 
mission of enquiry would 
meet in coming days to study 
the video images but he 
would not comment on 
whether that would be 
enough to determine the 
cause of the incident. 

He added that no bodies 
were seen by robot cameras 
which went all around the 
wreckage now lying at a 
depth of around 75 metres 
(250 feet). 

“We haven't decided yet 
whether to go inside the 
wreck." he said. 

Mr. Karppinen was part of 
a team that left the tiny port 
of Nauvo in southwest Fin- 
land at dawn on board the 
Halli, arriving at the site 100 
kilometres (60 miles) off- 
shore just before midday, 
and sending two unmanned 
submarines into the Baltic 
depths. 

The first images of the 
Estonia were received on 
board the Halli at 12:50 a.m. 
(1050 GMT), said Mr. Karp- 
pinen who was reached by 
telephone. 

The robots took around 15 
minutes to reach the sunken 
ferry before sending back 
video pictures screened 
directly aboard the Halli. 

The Halli has two remote- 
controlled submarines fitted 
with cameras which are to 
transmit live pictures of the 
wreck back to investigators. 

Both submarines are 
equipped with floodlights to 
penetrate the underwater 
gloom, but visibility was still 
expected to be no more than 
three metres (10 feet), forc- 
ing the robots to work almost 
right up against the wreck, 
Finnish officials said. 

The wind in the area fell to 
around 36 kilometres (21 
miles) an hour early Sunday 
after reaching 90 kilometres 



Estonian sportsman Aim Alar Johanson is 
welcomed by his parents at Tallinn’s airport 
after he escaped from the Estonia ferry crash. 




Johanson is one of- the 139 survivors of £>«s 
accident (AFP photo) 


i 


and coastguard officials said 
the conditions should be calm 
enough to permit good film- 
ing. 

But weather conditions 
were expected to be bad 
Monday with high winds 
affecting search operations. 

Finnish officials were 
meanwhile refusing to rely 
too much on the accounts of 
survivors, several of whom 
reported seeing the Estonia 
go down without its bow 
door. That had given cre- 
dence to theories that the 
vessel had set sail in an un- 
seaworthy condition. 

Kari Lehtola said it was 
“possible” part of the ferry 
had been “missing," but 
stressed it was “too early" for 
further comment. 

He said that any conclu- 
sions drawn from the film of 
the wreck would not be 
announced until they had 
first been passed on to the 
three-nation enquiry into the 
tragedy. 

Mr. Karppinen. said he 
though it would be “possible 
to find the cause without 
raising the wreck, because 
divers can go down there and 
take some small parts of the 
wreck to analyze them." But 
he added the complete inves- 
tigation could “easily take 
one or two years.” 

Swedes gathered in chur- 
ches across ihe country Sun- 
day to mourn and honour the 
victims of the Estonia ferry 
disaster. 

Churches across the coun- 
try held special masses Sun- 
day as mourners congregated 
in sorrow over the 552 
Swedes who were on board 
the ferry that night. 

Attendances were high, 

according to a spokesman of 


At Norrkoeping, 160 
kilometres southwest of 
Stockholm, inhabitants pack- 
ed the Hedvig Church to 
mourn 52 of its residents who 
perished in the wreck. 

A sea of candles burned 
inside the church and at the 
alter. Family members and 
loved ones, overcome with 
emotion, stepped up to the 
altar one after the other, to 
read and pay tribute to the 52 
retired people who left NorT- 
koeping for Estonia and nev- 
er returned. 

In Tallinn, grief-struck 
Estonians packed churches 
Sunday to remember their 
friends and relatives who 
drowned earlier this week in 
Europe’s worst shipping dis- 
aster since World War IT. 

At the medieval Saint 
Mary’s Cathedral in Tallinn’s 
old quarter, the congregation 
sat in stunned silence among 
flickering candles as an 
organist and cellist played 
Bach's haunting “Aria.” 

A heavy man in a brown 
leather jacket held his face in 
his hands. A gaunt, elderly 
man ran his long pale fingers 
nervously over a black hymn 
book. A young woman 
fought to hold back the tears, 
staring fixedly at the pulpit. 

Several people trying to 
sine hymns were unable, 
their faces of silent grief 
cracking into open tears. 

“It's tragic and we think 
about it constantly.” said die 
organist, 34-year-old Kadri 
Ploompuu who sailed on the 
Estonia ferry two weeks be- 
fore it sank during a storm in 
the Baltic Sea Wednesday. 

Close to 900 of the 1,049 
passengers drowned, includ- 
ing nearly all of the 188 Esto- 
nian crew and 163 Estonian 
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a regular Tallinn to Stock- 
holm voyage on the modem. 
15.000-tonne ferry. 

For Estonia, a country c,' 
just 1.5 million people, the 
scale of the losses were mag- 
nified, with most people 
knowing or knowing of some- 
one who died. 

Ms. Ploompuu said her 
travelling companion from 
two weeks ago had taken the 
doomed ferry’ back to Stock- 
holm and was believed to 
have drowned. “It’s terrible, 
shocking." she said. 

Outside the central Kaarli 
Church a 59-year-old woman 
who asked not to be named 
said she had come to pray for 
the victims, who included her 
53-year-old cousin. 

“Our families were very 
close. He was on a business 
trip. It was a terrible blow,” 
she said, squinting her red- 
streaked eyes against the 
rain. 

“I’m so sad. I just want to 
pray to God that He saves 
him.” she said. 

Then, reflecting the added 
agony caused by incomplete 
survivors’ lists, she added 
“maybe he’s alive, maybe 
he’ll be found" and went into 
the church crying. 

The original passenger list 
was apparently incomplete and 
the fact thai hundreds of 
bodies are entombed under 
80 metres (262 feet) of water 
means the victims can only be 
identified through deduction. 
Only a fraction of the bodies 
have been recovered. 

Maria Krean, an 18-year- 
oid Tallinn Universirv" stu- 
dent said she had several 
friends on the ship and had 
come to the Kaarli Church to 
pray. “I'm very shocked •• 
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Peace and the debt burden 


JORDAN’S lobbying for debt relief during 
the meetings of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) in Madrid deserves a sympathe- 
tic consideration by the country’s creditors 
grouped in the Paris Club. The minister of 
finance, Sami Gammoh, is expected to pre- 
sent the Kingdom’s case before the Madrid 
meetings on the heels of the recent agreement 
between Washington and Amman to write 
off $220 million of Jordan’s debts to the U.S. 
The Paris Club countries hold about $4 
billion of the country’s total foreign debts 
totalling about $6.7 billion. Given the need 
for an international investment in the suc- 
cessful peace process in the Middle East, Mr. 
Gs^moh is pressing for a 50 per cent 
write-off of these debts. 

The European creditors, hopefully, will be 
persuaded to follow in the footsteps of 
Washington which is committed to writing 
off the rest of Jordan’s official debts to the 
U.S., which total just over $700 m. 

It goes without saying that the region is 
going through a very delicate period due to 
the critical junctures that have been reached 
by the various parties. As things stand now, 
the people of Jordan have a right to see and 
feel the dividends of peace and how they may 
relate to their dally lives. Jordan cannot be 
expected to construct a solid foundation for 
peaceful existence with Israel and extend the 
rormalisation process with it as long as 
poverty in the country is considerable and 
the numbers the unemployed are not 
decreasing. The heavy burdens imposed on 
the national economy by the current foreign 
debts obviously preclude the government 
from taking effective remedial measures to 
rectify the problem. There is no sense in 
attaining peace between the various states of 
the area if their internal security and stabil- 
ity continue to be threatened by underde- 
velopment and lack of economic and finan- 
cial resources. 

Investment in the Jordanian economy by 
writing off at least 50 per cent of its debts to 
the Paris Club creditors Is therefore a direct 
investment in peace, security and stability in 
the region. In the long run, a prosperous 
Middle East could mean a bigger market, 
entailing a greater volume of trade and 
commerce with the rest of the world. That is 
why the case for cancelling Jordan’s external 
debts makes sense, both politically and eco- 
nomically. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Sunday decried a decision by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries to end their boycott 
of foreign firms that deal with Israel, saying that this 
decision could not have happened had the Arabs been 
more united. The GCC decision does not only reflect the 
disarray in Arab ranks and the lack of solidarity among the 
Arab states, but also the immense pressure exercised on 
them by the United States to normalise their relations with 
Israel, said the daily. For its part Jordan had made it dear 
that a decision of this kind should come from an Arab 
consensus through the Arab League and only once the 
Israelis have responded favourably to Arab rightful de- 
mands. said the daily. Such a decision should have been 
■Silked to a condition of lifting Israeli boycott of Israeli 
.-.icL'j and an end to occupation of Arab land, continued 
the daily. The decision to end the boycott can only be 
interpreted as another gain for the Jewish state, which has 
Sivfn nr nothing in return and continues to occupy Arab 
land, added the paper. The Arabs, said the paper, have 
offered more than they can to reach a lasting settlement but 
received nothing frotn Israel, which, said the paper, does 
not fall under fwessune from the so-called American peace 
mediator. It is time, said the paper, that Washington 
exercised pressure on Israel to secure its compliance with 
the requirements of peace -and it is time for toe Arab 
countries to stop offering further concessions in a show of 
good intentions. 


NOT A single sensible Arab person can accept the GCC 
decision at a time when the Arab Gulf states continue to 
exercise pressure on toe United States* to maintain the 
U ' Iraq, said Ahmad Dabbas, 'a columnist in 

i'-.i;;.',-'. The -vrliT sold ir is rather painful to see this 
: happening and to witness such disarray in Arab ranks at a 
1 time when only the foreign nations are making serious 
efforts to lift the sanctions and end toe suffering? of the 
Iraqi people. What is more deplorable is to see these Arab 
states ending fheir boycott of foreign firms dealing with 
Israel at a time when they realise that toe Jewish state has 
not given up the occupied Arab lands, nor recognised toe 
Palestinian people's rights in their homeland, said the 
writer, >• - 


Human Rights File 


By Waieed Sa’di 


The battle of the need for ‘integration’ 
against the tradition of ‘segregation’ 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein recently called on toe 
government to ensure the equal treatment of Jordanians. 
No doubt, toe King did not make this intervention in a 
vaccum, but because he felt that more can still be done to 
accord Jordanians equal treatment. An obvious example of 
inequality between Jordanians is of course the ongoing 
discrimination against women in law and practice. There 
are other examples of discrimination which assume a more 
subtle nature. To be sure, there is no country in toe world 
that has succeeded fully in uprooting discrimination within 
its society. Some of these areas of discrimination are rooted 
in history, tradition and human nature, which cannot be, 
dealt with effectively by legislations alone. 

What concerns us in Jordan are practices of discrimina- 
tion that are either have the backing of the laws of the 
country or constitute an established policy of the central 
government. Whenever unequal treatment of people be- 
comes systematic, toe government in all its brandies must 
step in to amend these violations. Against this backdrop, 
we, as a country and people, have to make up our minds 
about whether we want an “integrationalist” society and 
country or a “segregationalist” one where toe people are 
divided into separate components with separate functions 
to perform. Dearly, there is no simple solution to the 
challenges facing the country in this domain. In the final 


analysis we need to satisfy ourselves about whether we seek 
short-term solutions or long-term panaceas. If we focus on 
the immediate and expedient settlement of this thorny 
issue, then obviously our choices are rather limited and 
short-lived. If, on toe. other hand, we seek a more 
permanent and durable formula, we should be looking for 
other ways which could be more enlightened and solid. I 
certainly don't have the answer to this challenge. Perhaps 
toe Royal Commission entrusted with modernising the 
country could be mandated to look into this vexing issue. 
Better still, another Royal task force could entrusted with 
looking into this matter from all its aspects and dimensions, 
relying on toe expertise of enlightened people who can be 
drawn from academia, the business community. 


in other countries. The parameters of any attempt to deal 
with it must be drawn with toe Jordanians identity, 
independence and territorial very much m 
sensible solution that keeps these conaderanoiw much 
in focus could be entertained. Whether we wish to heboid 
enough to call for affirmative action in combating tosm- 
mination as many other countries have done rather 
successfully or opt for a low key interventionist policy to 
amend our ways and practices where they need to be 
changed is something that requires a thorough scrutiny by 
toe suggested task force. 


These Jordanians can best tackle this problem from its 
intellectual, legal, political and perspectives social. We 
certainly need new blood to look into how best to set the 
dynamics of modernisation in all its manifestation into 
motion. Political dinosaurs who have been exhausted must 
let go and a new breed of people must be allowed to start 
examining these issues that face toe country. 


Getting back to the issue of discrimination in the 
country, it has to be admitted, nevertheless, that the issue, 
has a wider context in toe country than is normally the case 


In any case. King Hussein has raised the issue and toe 
government of Prime Minister Abdul Salam A1 Majali may 
wish to respond by articulating its future course of action. 
Surely, the Cabinet has a programme of action up its 
sleeves in this regard. The concern of the King cannot but 
be addressed properly. When the government announces 
what it intends to do with this concern, toe public would 
have an opportunity to comment and submit counter or 
supplementary views. We are all waiting impatiently for toe 
reaction of toe government. The kind of seeds that the 
government would decide to sow for future harvesting 
could mean the difference between continued stability and 
progress and uncertainty. 


Germany: New 


realities, new vision 


By Dr. Klaus Kinkel 


TO MOST Germans, the 
dramatic months from the 
dismantling of the wall in 
Beilin in November 1989 to 
the country's reunification 
on Oct. 3 1990 are an un- 
forgettable period which 
has greatly influenced our 
lives. For 43 years Germany 
was the focal point of the 
cold war. The gulf that di- 
vided the world into two 
antagonistic camps ran right 
through! he middle of our 
country. For decades we 
lived not only with the feel- 
ing of being divided but in 
the awareness that Ger- 
many, in the event of a 
military escalation of toe 
East-West conflict, would 
inevitably have become the 
battlefield in what may 
possibly have turned out to 
be a nuclear war. 

The German revolution 
of the autumn of 1989 
marked toe end of that 
epoch. That peaceful 
change brought Germany 
unity in freedom. 

The challenges confront- 
ing toe nation on the day of 
unity were awe&ome. After 
40 years of dictatorship in 
the East, democratic poli- 
tical and administrative 
structures had to be created 
in what were now the new 
federal states. A manufac- 
turing industry that had 
previously functioned as a 
planned economy without 
any consideration for con- 
sumer demand, costs or 
ecological requirements, 
had to be reorganised along 
market-economy lines ana 
geared to new products and 
markets. The past four 
years have seen tremendous 
financial and individual en- 
deavours. Our fellow- 
countrymen in Eastern 
Germany — especially have 
set about their task in 
admirable fashion. Today 
we can say that in spite of 
the remaining problems we 
are making progress. East- 
ern Germany is now, four 
years after unification, toe 


region with the highest eco- 
nomic growth rate in 
Europe. 

In terms of our external 
relations as well, the coun- 
try's situation has under- 
gone thorough change in 
that brief span. The global 
confrontation originating in 
the conflict over divided 
Gemany has been con- 
signed to history. We are all 
living in an incomparably 
safer world. For the first 
time in her history Ger- 
many has obtained her uni- 
ty without opposition from 
neighbours and partners, 
indeed with their agree- 
ment. United Germany is 
not in dispute with any of 
her neighbours but rather 
maintains friendly relations 
with each of them. In the 
light of history this was 
surely the finest unification 
present Germany could 
have hoped for on that day 
in 1990. 


Germany’s unification in 
peace and freedom with the 


blessing of all her neigh- 
bours was toe outcome of a 
long-term, deliberative 
foreign polity , toe main ele- 
ments of which were: 

1. An unconditional wil- 
lingness to integrate Ger- 
many politically and econo- 
mically into a Europe seek- 
ing union. That policy auto- 
matically ruled out the op- 
tion of an exclusively 
national policy. 

2. The country’s unerring 
adherence to the Trans- 
Atlantic remained dear and 
calculable. The alliance 
stood firm against threats 
and intimidation, but it also 
extended the hand of coop- 
eration and friendship to 
the former enemy as soon 
as this became possible. 

3. The country's con- 
structive involvement in the 
work of the United Na- 
tions, in toe field of de- 
velopment policy, in toe di- 
alogue between North and 
South, in global measures 
to protect the environment, 
ana in toe defence of hu- 
man rights. In this way Ger- 


many was able over decades 
to win international confi- 
dence as a partner in solv- 
ing mankind's problems. 

This long-term and cal- 
culable policy has not only 
brought Germany unity in 
peace and freedom but re- 
mains the guideline for the 
sovereign, larger Germany. 
The experience of recent 
decades proves that Ger- 
many is best served by sucb 
a policy. Security and 
prosperity are today no 
zero-sum game. On the 
contrary, everyone gains by 
the security and economic 
development of others. We 
Germans have a particular 
interest in the economic 
success and democratic 
progress of our new neigh- 
bours and partners in East- 
ern Europe in particular. 
These are the basic prere- 
quisites for stability and 
lasting peace throughout 
Europe. 

At toe same time we real- 
ise that, as nations become 
more and more interre- 
lated, the fight against hun- 
ger and overpopulation 
around the world becomes 
a direct concern of toe Ger- 
mans, a concern which they 
share with their partners. 

All this crystallises into 
the following: 

We continue to bank on 
the deepening of Euro- 
pean integration and the 
enlargement of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU). These 
are the foundations of sta- 
bility and prosperity, not 
only for ourselves but for 
our partners as well. We 
adhere to the Atlantic 
Alliance, which through the 
Partnership for Peace has 
come up with a design 
which promises peace and 
security for ourselves and 
for our former enemies. 



Kla us Kink el 


ference for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE). We advocate a 
realistic, effective form of 
multilateralism. We shall 
remain a reliable and com- 
mitted partner of the na- 
tions of the South, despite 
the huge financial burden 
we are having to shoulder 
as a result of the restructur- 
ing process in Eastern Ger- 
many. 

Even after the country's 
reunification and the radic- 
al changes of recent years, 
this general policy line re- 
mains unaltered. This con- 
tinuity makes our foreign 
policy unambiguous and 
predictable. It is consistent 
with our country's fun- 
damental interests and is 
borne by a broad political 
consensus. Today, in toe 
fourth year after reunifica- 
tion, our partners know 
that the foundations of Ger- 
many’s foreign policy are 
unshakable, unquestion- 
able. 


We will fulfil our growing 
international responsibility, 
not by a nationalist 
approach but by helping to 
strengthen and develop the 
international security sys- 
tem, maintained by toe Un- 
ited Nations and toe Con- 


The writer is Foreign 
Minister of Germany. He 
wrote the following arti- 
cle on the occasion of the 
fourth anniversary of the 
German reunification, 
which falls today, Mon- 
day. 


NATO racehorse chained 


to U.N. plough in Bosnia 


By Kurt Schork 

Reuter 


SARAJEVO — NATO air- 
craft in Bosnia, designed to 
cripple an enemy by killing 
his troops, destroying his 
armour and obliterating 
bridges and power plants 
have artacked targets 
chosen for their irrele- 


with one soldier seriously 
injured. 

But NATO saw the 
attack as too little, too late 
and as one more sign that 
its credibility as Europe's 
ultimate deterrent is being 
squandered by a U.N. 
peacekeeping mission 
squeamish about the use of 
force. 


NATO has been used 
sparingly so far — there 
have been five air-to- 
ground strikes in 30 months 
of war — and the U.N. has 
kept them under tight rein- 
even on those occasions. 


vance. 

The NATO racehorse 
has been chained to a U.N. 
plough. 

When French peacekeep- 
er s came under 
repeated fire from Bosnian 
' $efb forces last week in 
*• -Sarajevo the U.N. orroVed 
NATO to strike the tank 
sitting in a field outside toe 
city and gave 30-minute 
notice so nobody would get 
hurt. 

U.N. officials described 
the riposte as “robust” and 
“proportional” to the pro- 
vocation, in which French 
peacekeepers were hit by 
herb anti-tank weapons. 


“You cannot rely on the 
credible threat of over- 
whelming force once you 
have demonstrated in word 
and deed that you won’t use 
it.” said a diplomatic source 
in Sarajevo, who asked not 
to be named. 


Gen. Rose argues that 
lightly-armed, widely- 
dispersed peacekeepers 
would be taken hostage or 
worse by rebel Serbs if 
NATO ever attacked in 
force and says the possibil- 
ity for a peaceful settlement 
of toe Bosnian war would 
be lost. 


“(General Michael) Rbse* 
said again this week the 
U.N. can’t bomb its way to 
peace. The situation has de- 
teriorated so far the U.N. is 
more worried about toe 
Serbs than the Serbs are 
about NATO." 


This clash of cultures — 
the* U.^S preference for 


dingttjptomftcy-artd aid 
work versus NATO's doc- 
trine of massive military 
force — is further compli- 
cated by deep political divi- 
sions within NATO and the 
Security Council. 


General Rose, the U.N. 
commander in Bosnia, initi- 
ates requests for air strikes 
from NATO. 


The United States is 
pressing hard to use 
NATO’s big stick in Bos- 
nia. 

“When we go in, I want 


to go in with compelling 
force, force not necessarily 
proportionate to the action 
at stake, but enough to 
make it clear that there is a 
heavy price to pay for 
violating these rules that 
NATO has established,” 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said this 
week. 

Britain and France, who 
have about ten thousand 
peacekeepers on the 
ground in Bosnia between 
them while the United 
States has none, have se- 
rious reservations about 
Mr. Perry’s approach. 

Diplomats say the U.S. 
w£nts to reduce Gen. 
Rose’s discretionary control 
over air strike timing and 
target selection. 

■■Warmaking and 
peacekeeping simply aren't 
compatible activities,” said 
a U.N. official in Sarajevo 
who asked not to be named. 

“If NATO gets its way. 
the U.N. mission here will 
not last very long.” 


Beyond the 
dilemma, a vision 


By Abba Eban 


THE BEST way to appraise 
a policy is to reflect on the 
alternatives. This logic 
brings us face to face with 
toe opposition leader, who 
gave a recent interview to 
Ma'ariv's weekend supple- 
ment. Here are Binyamin 
Netanyahu's words: 

“I shall enter the negotia- 
tion and demand the Golan 
Heights for Israel. I shall 
find other ways — and 
there are many such — to 
widen the canvas and offer 
important concessions to 
Syria. Water, for example.” 

These words reveal a 
genuine opposition dilem- 
ma. To get peace with 
Egypt, the Begin adminis- 
tration gave back eveiy inch 
of Sinai and reduced the 
Yamit settlements to scor- 
ched earth. When the 
Likud, which renounced ev- 
erything for peace with 
Egypt, now asserts that it 
can get peace by giving no- 
thing back to Syria, it loses 
all credibility. 

A rational policy state- 
ment should obey the prin- 
ciple of consequence. It is 
easy for a rhetorician to 
proclaim that he will “de- 
mand the whole of the 
Golan for Israel.” There is 
little conviction in such a 
trumpet blast unless It is 
accompanied by an analysis 
of the results. 

The result of such a dec- 
laration by an Israeli lead- 
er would be to shatter the 
most of hopeful and univer- 
sally applauded peace in- 
itiative that has ever re- 
ceived converging assent by 
most of the parties at issue 
in the Middle East. The 
aftermath would be the col- 
lapse of hope and the de- 
spair of peace. 

A growing sentiment 
would conclude that peace 
is intrinsically beyond the 
capacity of our region. The 
Middle East would be con- 
demned to domination by 
radicalism, extremism and 
renewed violence. It is im- 
probable that anyone would 
attempt a serious peace in- 
itiative in this generation. 

It is not even true that 
there would be a negotia- 
tion for Mr. Netanyahu to 
“enter.” President Hafez 
Assad is not likely to par- 
ticipate in a negotiation 
based on Israeli annexation 
of Syrian territory, any 
more than Mr. Sadat would 
ever have agreed to negoti- 
ate with Israel- if he bad 
been warned that Israel re- 
garded all Sinai as its own. 

The opposition does not 
get a boost for sagacity by 
its offer to compensate 
Syria for loss of territory by 
offering “water, for exam- 
ple.” Inis vague, dismissive 
gesture seems bound to be- 
come a humorous slogan in 
the next Israeli election. It 
evokes the picture of a par- 
ched, drought-ridden Syria 
yearning for toe opulent 
waters of Israel. 

The biblical literature re- 
veals our Jewish forebears 
as envious of Syria’s plenti- 
fol waters. Water for land is 
not a viable formula for the 
Syrian-Israeli dispute. Re- 
fusal to seek a boundary 
settlement with Syria would 
deprive the Israeli people of 
its last chance of living in a 
contractual rather chan in a 
coercive regional order. 

Much depends on how 
the dilemma is defined. The 
future of the Golan settlers 
is a legitimately burning 
issue, but it does not ex- 
press the full scope of toe 


problem. The stakes are 
much higher. 

Peace with Syria would 
take toe success of Zionism 
to a point of climax. It 
would have a greater trans- 
forming effect even than 
that achieved with Egypt, 
the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan. 

Syria, more than Egypt 
and Jordan, has been the 
standard bearer of the anti- 
Zionist theme in Arab 
nationalism. It is an asto- 
nishing achievement to 
have brought Damascus 
into the necessity of plaster- 
ing its streets with toe slo- 
gans of peace with Israel. 

The conclusion of an 
agreement with Syria would 
be followed by toe establish- 
ment of relations with a 
dozen other Arab states. 
There would be nowwhere 
else for toe old hatred to 
go. Israel would be at home 
ui its own region for the 
first time. The issue is 
drawn between the Israeli 
future after the erosion of 
Syrian hostility — or after 
the dramatic failure of a 
peace prospect that has 
electrified the world. 


In June 1967, a few 
weeks after the end of toe 
Six Day war, a government 
of national unity headed by 
Levi Eshkol and reinforced 
by the membership of 
Menachem Begin and 
Mosbe Dayan offered 
Egypt and Syria peace 
treaties based on the recog- 
nised international bound- 
aries, subject to free pas- 
sage in the Red Sea and an 
agreement on the division 
of waters in Israel’s north. 

One of the motives was 
to avoid a repetition of 
1956, when Israel was 
pressured into abandoning 
territorial gains without the 
attainment of a peace set- 
tlement. This success was 
achieved. Five draft resolu- 
tions urging withdrawal 
without peace were defe- 
ated by U.N. votes in 1967. 
But behind the admitted 
tactical aim of thwarting a 
success for Arab radicalism, 
there was an Israeli policy 
inspired by a larger vision 
of regional harmony. 

This was shattered by toe 
Khartoum Arab conference 
of September 1967. But it 
has now come within a 
tangible prospect of fulfill- 
ment as a result of nearly 
three decades of Israeli 
tenacity in the military and 
diplomatic fields: Both ma- 
jor Israeli political parties 
have contributed to this 
opportunity between the 
Camp David accords and 
the actions of the Rabin- 
Peres government in the 
past two years. 

To break this momentum 
would be to lay a heavy 
burden on the Israeli con- 
science for generations to 
come. 


The writer is a former 
Israeli foreign minte«er an^ 
? I f £ n »f ambassador to the 
U.N. The article is reprinted 
from the Jerusalem Post 
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“The opposition does not 
get a boost for sagacity by 
its offer to compensate 
Syria for loss of territory 
by offering ‘water, for ex- 
ample.’ This vague, dis- 
missive gesture seems 
bound to become a 
humourous slogan in the 
next Israeli election.” 
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Crown Prince meets Peres 


(Conthmed from pay j) 

Jordanian," Dr* Majali said 
(see separate story). 

In an interview on Satur- 
day, Dr. MajaK said Jordan 
had not readied agreement 
with Israel on any of the key 
Issues in their peace talks. 

“Until now there is no 
issue that we have reached 


agreement on ... as you know 
the common agenda has a 
number of varied subjects 
being discussed on their 
own,” he said. 

“None of the issues (in the 
agenda) have reached their 
final conclusion,” Dr. Majali 
said when asked if Jordan 
and Israel would sign a peace 
treaty soon. 


Yeltsin has good reason to be pleased with summit 


Israeli response acceptable 


(Continued from page 1) 
may be.” 

Israel's resistance to Jor- 
dan’s demands for a fair 
share of the waters of the 
River Jordan and Yarmouk is 
another major obstacle in the 
quest for a peace agreement. 
Dr. Majali was not asked 
about the issue during the 
press conference. 

Israel is known to be stand- 
ing firm on its position that 
water-sharing could be dis- 
cussed in the context of mak- 
ing available new resources 
and is stalling on any discus- 
sions on allocating toe avail- 
able waters. 

In response to a question 
ou reports that Israel was 
proposing to lease Jordanian 
land under its control where 
Israelis have developed agri- 
culture, Dr. Majali said toe 
most important thing was to 
jftfcfinalise the borders and then 
C^Qpscuss various options. 

“Once we establish these 
(border) lines and then if 
they want to discuss any 
other matters of rectification 
i^pre or there, we are not 
_ : £g:outg to be that hard; we axe 
ffg S ing to listen to them,” he 
‘said. 

The prime minister dis- 
closed that Israel had 
“accepted and admitted" that 
Jordan had sovereignty over 
a plot near the convergence 
of the Rivers Jordan and 
Yarmouk “though the own- 
ership is not Jordanian.” 

Dr. Majali was referring to 
a plot of land which belonged 


to toe Jewish-owned Pales- 
tine Electricity Company dat- 
ing back to the late 1930s. 
The plot was sold at the time 
to the power company, Rot- 
tenburg, whose production 
facilities in the area were 
bombed out durihg toe 1948 
war. 

Jordan, anxious not to set 
precedents that could be 
cited by Israel to its own 
advantage, has left toe site 
untouched. 

The Israeli recognition of 
Jordanian sovereignty over 
the land. Dr. Majali said, is a 
“big step,” given the Jewish 
state's track record with 
Egypt after signing the Camp 
David agreements and its in- 
sistence on keeping the Taba 
coastal resort that belonged 
to Egypt. (The issue was 
taken to toe International 
Court of Justice, which ruled 
in favour of Egypt after 
several years to Israeli- 
Egyptian wrangling). 

“The main thing is to build 
confidence and acceptance 
between the two sides and try 
to reason as much as we can 
in toe arguments so that we 
could reach solutions,” Dr. 
Majali told the press confer- 
ence. 

Reports in toe Israeli press 
have said that the Jewish 
state was offering to lease 
parts of toe land in toe south 
where Israelis have de- 
veloped agricultural farms or 
to give Jordan altenative land 
equal in size to toe plots that 
toe Israelis say they want to 
keep. 


By David Ijunggren 
Renter 


WASHINGTON — With 

political turmoil brewing 
back home, Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin has good 
reason to be happy with the 
just-ended summit in 
Washington. 

“We have to be satisfied 
with all toe major items 
during the visit,” Russian 
Foreign Ministry Press 
Chief Griaorv Karasin said 
after Mr. Yeltsin wrapped 
up two days of talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 

“The number of impor- 
tant issues discussed was 
unprecedented, as was toe 
level of understanding,” he 
said. 

The main significance for 
■Mr. Yeltsin after his meet- 
ings with toe man he calls 
“Bill” could well be that 
U.S.-Russian relations are 
now so good they can be 
put on autopilot. 

That would suit Mr. Yelt- 
sin perfectly: Political ten- 
sions at home, dormant for 
much of this year, are flar- 
ing up yet again. 

His press spokesman, 
Vyacheslav Kostikov, told 
Izvestia newspaper on 
Thursday Mr. Yeltsin's 
advisers were battling for 
influence ahead of Russia's 
1996 presidential elections. 
He said democracy in Rus- 
sia could be at stake. 

Izvestia suggested senior 
Yeltsin aide Viktor Ilyushin 
was pressing for more influ- 
ence and possibly putting 
the job of Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin at 
risk. 

Mr. Yeltsin firmly back- 
ed Mr. Chernomyrdin on 
Wednesday, telling Russian 
reporters: “As long as I am 
the president, Chernomy- 
rdin will remain head of the 





Russian President Boris Yeltsin gestures while talking to the 
press after arriving in Moscow from the U.S. on Friday. 
Mr. Yeltsin said be was exhausted after the flight from the 


U.S. and his security people did not wake him np during a 
Stopover in Ireland (AFP photo) 


Russian government.” 

With the prospect of 
further upheavals at home. 
Mr. Yeltsin at least knows 
he does not have to worry 
about serious problems in 
ties with Washington for 
the time being. 

Another Yeltsin spokes- 
man, Anatoly Krasikov, 
said the Clinton meetings 
reflected rhe new more 
flexible nature of relations, 
light years away from the 


tense rigid superpower 
summits of the cold war. 

“In those days the visits 
were prepared beforehand 
to toe last full stop surd the 
two leaders were only 
figureheads." he said. 
“They... signed (docu- 
ments) not even knowing 
what they were signing. 

“Now it is the leaders 
who do the most important 
work themselves. In the 
olden days they sat on 


opposite sides of a river. 
Now they are partners.” 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Clin- 
ton have for the time being 
agreed to quietly disagree 
on several topics including 
Russian arms sales to Iran 
and policy on Bosnia. 

“What family does not 
have arguments which can- . 
not be solved later?” Mr. ‘ 
Yeltsin told a White House 


news conference. 

Mr. Krasikov added: “A 
lot of questions remained 
but they are practical ones. 
The strategy has been de- 
termined but the aides have 
to work out toe tactics.” 

Mr. Yeltsin flew to the 
United States determined 
to press for an end to trade 
•restrictions on Russian 
goods and to persuade the 
reluctant U.S. business 


community it was tune to 
turn on the investment taps. 

-It was widespread nn- 
happiness about the crumb- 
ling Russian economy that 
fuelled much of the nation s 
political unrest last year, 
which ended in October 
- when Mr. Yeltsin sent tanks 
in against a rebellious par- 
liament. 

Business deals worth £1 
billion were signed during 
this visit, but of more im- 
portance to Mr. Yeltsin was 
the agreement he signed 
’with Mr. Clinton to lift 
trade curbs and start build- 
ing a normal trade rela- 
tionship between the two 
giant countries. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s cosy rela- 
tionship with Mr. Clinton 
did not stop him from mak- 
ing gentle approaches to the 
' Democratic president’s Re- 
publican rivals during the 
Washington visit, however. 

Mr. Yeltsin, experienced 
at political infighting and 
more interested in official 
state relations than in per - 1 
sonal ones, knows Mr. Clin- 
ton is in deep political trou- 
ble at home and might not i 
■be around after 1996 pres- . 
idential elections. , 

Accordingly, at an offi- 
cial dinner for Mr. Qinton I 
at the new Russian embassy 
Wednesday evening there 
were a number of leading 
Republicans on toe guest 
list. 

They included former 
U.S. secretary of state 
James Baker, who is con- 
sidering whether to run for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination in 1996. 

Also present was retired 
general Colin Powell, for- 
mer chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, who has not 
yet declared a party affilia- 
tion but whom many Re- 
pobficans would like to see : 
bn their 1996 ticket. 


Mahathir says visit fruitful Guerrilla ‘mini-army 5 wins Israeli respect J affn a Catholics 


(Coatmued from page 1) 

deal of scope. fbr trade be- 
tween the two countries, toe 
'question is identifying what 
are toe needs of Jordan and 
what are toe things that 
Malaysia can (import) from 
Jordan.” 

Dr. Mahathir said he did 
not discuss toe issue of toe 
short presence in Jordan two 
months ago of toe leader of 
the outlawed A1 Arqam sect 
of Malaysia, Mohammad 
-j Ashaari. 

Mr. Ashaari happened to 
-ij|6e in Jordan when his group 
v^was banned in Malaysia. He 
■ ;££flew to Thailand shortly 
afterwards. He was arrested 
there and deported to 
Malaysia where he remains in 
prison. 

“We don’t think we should 
take this up with the Jorda- 
nian government,” Dr. 
Mahathir said. “This is an 
open country, they come 
here, they study here and 
they are free to leave toe 
. -country. It so happened that* 
-they came here.” 

'.?ra£. The A1 Arqam group. Dr. 


Mahathir said, “is a group of 
people who venerate their 
leader to the extent that this 
man, Ashaari, has something 
of a prophet and his followers 
place him at par with toe 
Prophet and also with God.” 

“He is supposed to have 
the attributes of God and that 
is against the teachings of 
Islam,” toe prime minister 
said. “His followers are quite 
firm in their belief in his 
ability, for example, to meet 
and tall^ with the Prophet. 

“It is quiet difficult to 
accept this; it is about time 
we stopped this kind of silly 
teachings because the gov- 
ernment has a duty to see 
that the teachings of Islam 
are propagated,” he said. 

Dr. Mahathir rejected re- 
ports that his government 
toad cracked down on the A1 
Pfcxqam group for political 
reasons. “What we are doing 
is not because we are afraid 
of (Mr. Ashaari) as a politi- 
cian or he is about to topple 
the government. That he can 
do, if he wants, through con- 
testing the elections.” 


;rael hails Tunisia accord 


T {Continued from page 1) 

’■ don to the previous day’s 
announcement in New York 
by the Israeli U.N. mission. 

Tunisian officials refused 
to comment or to confirm 
reports of a series of secret 
meetings between repre- 
sentatives of toe two coun- 
tries in Tunis and European 
countries. 

Also Saturday, Mr. Peres 
met separately with Qatari 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
ifcjHamad Ben Jassem Ben Jabr 
«H\1 Thani and thanked him 
Sgfo r his leadership role in toe 
lil MUci fifr by the six-member 
HKff Cooperation Council on 
economic boycott of the . 
^Jewish state. 

"This is a positive step in 
the right direction,” Mr. 


Peres said after the meeting. 

Morocco and Israel 
announced on Sept. 1 they 
would open liaison offices,' 
toe most direct ties estab- 
lished between the Jewish 
state and an Arab country 
since Egypt made peace in 
1979. 

Tunisia was home for more 
than a decade to Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat before 
he moved to toe Gaza Strip 
to take charge of Palestinian 
self-rule. 

Israel’s air force bombed 
PLO headquarters in Tunis m 
1985. In a raid in Tunis three 
years later, Israeli comman- 
dos assassinated Khalil A1 
Wazir, a top leader of Che. 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 


[ By Andrew Tarnowski 
Reuter 

TYRE, Lebanon — The 
last Arab-Israeli frontline is 
almost forgotten these days 
as Israel and the Arabs talk 
peace, but the fighting still 
rumbles on in South Leba- 
non — and Israeli troops 
are not having it all their 
own way. 

Shiite Muslim^ guerrillas 
have developed into a grud- 
gingly admired foe for the 
Israelis after tightening 
their security, acquiring 
missiles and honing their 
tactics, according to experi- 
enced observers in the 
south. 

Israeli troops no longer 
dismiss the Islamic resist- 
ance led by the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollab (the Party of 
God) as “terrorists” and 
speak of them with new 
respect as a “mini-army". 

Independent sources be- 
lieve there are 300-400 
hardcore professional fight- 
ers who can call on Hizbol- 
lah to boost their forces up 
to 3,000 men in a few hours. 

But guenipa field com- 
manders may be oper- 
ationally independent of 
Hizbollah’s Beirut bosses, 
the sources say. 

This may spell trouble for 
any Israeli-Lebanese peace 
deal because no one knows 
how the commanders might 


react to orders from Beirut 
to stop their attacks. 

"The Islamic resistance 
has a life of its own, de- 
finitely,” a source said. 
“One gets the impression 
that these guys might do 
their own thinking about 
what matters." 

Equipped with wire- 
guided sagger anti-tank 
missiles, small groups of 
fighters regularly infiltrate 
behind the lines in Israel's 
13-km wide border buffer 
zone and wait in ambush for 
days to hit patrols with 
long-range missile attacks. 

The Israelis find it hard 
to hit back when they come 
under missile, machine gun 
and mortar fire from hilly 
ridges two-to-three km 
away, sources say. 

Guerrilla support units 
pound nearby Israeli strong 
points with mortars to stop 
them sending reinforce- 
ments as the attackers slip 
away. 

“It seems like they have 
got the range pre-fixed on 
all the Israeli positions,” an 
observer said. “They can 
hit them any time they want 
with mortars." 

Guerrillas sometimes 
send video films to Beirut 
television showing saggers 
homing in on Israeli vehi- 
cles and exploding as troops 
scatter with mortar bombs 
bursting around them. 

“They've been running 


circles round the Israelis in 
. the eastern sector especial- 
ly.” said an observer. 
“They are always getting 
behind them. 

“It does make Israeli life 
very difficult. They are hav- 
ing problems coping with 
this sort of attack.” 

This year the guerrillas 
have killed 14 Israeli sol- 
diers, including nine in sag- 
ger attacks, and wounded 
dozens. 

Other figures better re- 
flect the intensity of the 
war. In August the two 
sides fired more than 3,000 
artillery shells. Israeli 
planes have hit toe guerril- 
las 28 times -this year. 

Doubts and desertions 
are also weakening the 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia which helps 
Israel's 1,000 troops control 
the buffer zone, a source 
said. 

"The SLA have stopped 
patrolling. They just man 
checkpoints because they 
think peace is round the 
corner." 

Israeli soldiers admit the 
guerrillas are getting 
tougher. 

“They are not the same 
terrorists as before. They . 
are determined and re- 
sourceful," a soldier of the 
Givati Infantry Brigade told 
Ron Ben-Yishai, a com- 
mentator for Israel's lead- 


ing newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoto. 

Mr. Ben-Yishai also 
quoted the commander of 
an Israeli position saying: 
“Hizbollah today is a mini- 
army... they are no longer 
suicide attackers. 

“They attack from long 
range and avoid dose en- 
counters. If we meet on toe 
ground they fight like 
snakes... That’s why their 
casualties are low." 

Beirut politicians are 
confident Hizbollah will 
stop fighting once Israel 
pledges to leave toe south. 
Hizbollah has already 
moved into ■ conventional 
politics with toe election of 
eight deputies to the Beirut 
parlia ment i n 199 2. 

But U.S. and Israeli offi- 
dals distrust the guerrillas 
and doubt the Lebanese 
army can meet Israeli de- 
mands to establish security 
and prevent cross-border 
guerrilla attacks. 

The source says the re- 
sistance appeared to be- 
come autonomous from 
Hizbollah’s political wing in 
1992 after Hizbollah's chief 
Abbas Mussawi died in an 
Israeli helicopter attack.. 

“It was mainly for secur- 
ity reasons because after 
the Mussawi killing Hizboj- 
lah had big fears that they 
had been penetrated very 
badly by the' Israelis." 


pray for peace 
ahead of Pope visit 


Ageace France Presse 


Buthelezi fighting for political survival 


League rejects GCC decision 


(Contented from page I) 
merce. 

Foreign firms shunned 
Israel from its foundation, 
fearing being put on an Arab 
League “blacklist" and ban- 
ned from doing business in 
the Arab World. 

.jk The director-general of 
^Israe l's manufacturers’ asso- 
^ Yordte Blizovsky, 
jRHwdptimism that intema- 
p Yfonal groups would now 
open factories in Israel. 

Finance Minister Avraham 
Shohat said the move was 
“an important stage in an 
irreversible process which 
will boost our exports and 
our economic relations with 
neighbouring countries.” 

Syria’s Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouk A1 Sbaraa has 


'criticised the decision and 
said in New York that it “was 
not timely and does not serve 
the Arab negotiators’ in- 
terests.” 

Mr. Sharaa said the 
boycott was not raised at a 
league foreign ministers 
meeting held in New York. 

Libya's government issued 
a statement condemning the 
Gulf countries softening of 
the boycott. 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA quoted the statement 
Sunday as saying the full 
boycott of Israel should con- 
tinue “as long as the Zionist 
enemy exists and its aggres- 
sion continues with its 
occupation of Palestine and 
the Arab territories of the 
Golan and South Lebanon.” 


By Rich Mkbondo 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — 
When Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi burst into a stu- 
dio and scuffled with a Zulu 
prince on live television, 
the cameras zoomed in on a 
man fighting for survival as 
champion of South Africa’s 
Zulu nation. 

Mr. Butheleri is now in 

S ee with eminent Zulus, 
ig to his snnmermgdif- 
ferences with the African 
National Congress (ANQ. 
which leads the government 
formed after the country’s 
first democratic election in 
April. 

“Chief Buthelezi is fight- 
ing for his political surviv-' 
al,” said Wim Booyse, a 
political analyst for the 
Northern Transvaal Cham- 
ber of Industries. 

“This could be devastat- 
ing for the fragile peace we 
have had since the demo- 
cratic government was in- 
stalled,” Mr. Booyse said. 

Mr. Buthelezi, who is 
borne affairs minister in the 
new government and head 
of toe Inkatha Freedom 


party, said he went to toe 
Durban studios of state-run 
South African Broadcasting 
Corporation during the 
prime-time agenda prog- 
ramme on Sunday to re- 
monstrate with Prince Sifiso 
Zulu. 

The prince had angered 
Mr. Buthelezi by saying be 
was no longer a principal 
adviser to Zulu King Good- 
will Zwelithini. A gun was 
seized during toe studio fra- 
cas and Mr. Buthelezi has 
accused the prince of trying 
to shoot him. 

The debacle showed the 
power struggle within the 
Zulu royal house was 
deepening and Mr. 
Buthelezi was growing iso- 
lated as the king drifted 
towards President Nelson i 
Mandela's ANC. 

"Buthelezi is concerned 
about his power-base which 
toe ANC had begun to 
erode,” said University of 
Western Cape lecturer 
Sipho Maseko. 

“There is a growing rift 
within the Zulu nation. The 
other problem is that King 
Goodwill looks very fra- 
gile.” 


Mr. Maseko said the king 
was easily influenced by 
self-appointed groups of 
advisers, of~ which Prince 
Zulu is one. 

Mr. Buthelezi, as tradi- 
tional premier of the Zulus, 
has for years influenced the 
monarch. 

He led Inkatha in a 
bloody confrontation with 
the ANC in the dying years 
of apartheid rule in which 
thousands of people were 
killed in the Zulu heart- 
land. 

He threatened to boycot- 
ted the historic April elec- 
tion, a prospect which 
raised fears of full-scale 
civil war in South Africa, 
until international 
mediators persuaded him at 
the eleventh hour to take 
part. He was handed toe 
home affairs portfolio as a 
gesture of national unity. 

The dispute within the 
nine million-strong Zulu 
nation boiled over when 
Mr. Buthelezi refused to 
obey the king's orders to 
cancel Shaka Day rallies 
commemorating the death 
of its founder. 

Mr. Zwelithini cancelled 
the celebrations saying he 


feared for his life after In- 
katoa supporters stormed 
the royal residence in Non- 
go ma during a visit by Mr. 
Mandela recently. 

It was unclear whether 
toe debacle would effect 
Mr. Buthelezi’s cabinet 
position, although the ANC 
said be was unfit to bold it. 

The South African Com- 
munist Party, the ANCs 
election allies, said the inci- 
dent gave “a frightening in- 
sight into the extraordinary 
intolerant, anti-democratic 
and high-handed attitude of 
the minister.” 

Callers to a local radio 
station were equally divided 
on whether he should resign 
or remain a minister. 

His position is not chal- 
lenged within Inkatha, 
which demanded the arrest 
of Prince Zulu. 

Mr. Maseko said instead 
of fomenting fresh unrest 
and political intolerance, 
Mr. Buthelezi should be 
acting as a peacemaker. 

“Buthelezi is extremely 
intolerant. He is not willing 
to take any criticism. Cou- 
pled with the intolerance is 
fear of losing his power- 
base,” he .said. 


JAFFNA, Sri Lanka — The 
local Roman Catholic com- 
munity, a small minority in 
this war-ravaged northern 
town, is storming heaven 
with prayers for an end to 
ethnic bloodletting ahead of 
a proposed papal visit to Sri 
Lanka early next year. 

The Bishop of Jaffna, 
Thomas Saundaranayagam, 
said Catholics were keen to 
travel to Colombo, 400 
kilometres south of this 
city, to greet Pope John 
Paul II during his overnight 
visit in January. But he 
added that peace should 
come to the region first. 

A Catholic teacher here 
said local nuns had told 
church leaders they wanted 
to see the Pope during his 
January 21-22 stopover on 
his way back from toe Phi- 
lippines, where he will be 
attending a global youth 
conference. 

“We too would certainly 
like to see toe Pope. But we 
don't know whether we will 
be able to make it," said the 
teacher. Travel .between 
■ this northern peninsula and 
the rest of the country is 
risky because of fighting be- 
tween Tamil separatists and 
government troops. 

One of the casualties of 
toe conflict has been the 
132-year-old St. James 
Church here, ’ll was 
bombed and destroyed by 
the air force after ’Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas attacked a 
military facility in the pro- 
vince last November. 

Nine Catholics, including 
two church workers, were 
killed, and another 30 who 
took refuge in the com- 
pound were wounded. A- 
statue of Jesus survived in- 
tact, but the building is in 
ruins. -- 

Nevertheless toe church 
is considered a safe haven 
•for local residents during 
major clashes between 
Tamils and toe military. 
The church has denied 
allegations that it supports 
the Tigers. 

Bishop Saundranayagam 
welcomed peace initiatives 
from new Prime Minister 
Chandrika Kumaratunga to 
end the conflict but said he 
feared hardliners on both 
sides of Sri Lanka's ethnic 
divide would try to scuttle 
her efforts, despite a de- 
sperate longing for peace 
among the civilian popula- 
tion. 

The fighting between the 
separatist Liberation Tigers 


or Tamil Eelam (LTTE), 
mainly Tamil Hindus, and 
the Sri Lankan security 
forces, comprised of 
Sinhalese Buddhists, has 
forced the closure of 12 
parishes here. 

“Many of our parishion- 
ers are now living in refugee 
camps. About 80,000 (or 
half the Catholic population 
here) have left the area and 
settled elsewhere," the 
bishop told a group of jour- 
nalists last week. 

The government has 
offered Catholics who wish 
to travel to Colombo for toe 
Pope's visit safe passage 
through an army camp at 
the southern entrance to 
this region, but Tiger guer- 
rillas have not done toe 
same. 

The Tigers, who run a 
parallel civil administration 
and maintain a system of 
immigration, argue that 
allowing civilians to travel 
through the army facilities 
could help toe military pre- 
pare to use the same route 
to march into Jaffha. 

The bishop wants a com- 
promise. He says another 
route, must be found to 
guarantee safe passage for 
the papal visit and for over- 
all free travel between the 
Tamil heartland and the 
rest of the island. 

Resolving ibe conflict 
will be “very difficult," he 
said. 

Some 30,000 people have 
died since toe guerrillas 
launched a separatist cam- 
paign in 1972. 

“We have to be realistic. 
TTiey (toe LTTE) will in- 
itially be dogmatic. They 
have a price on their- 
heads... But that will 
change. The rest of us have 
to trust in God,” he said. 

Apart from providing 
spiritual guidance, the 
church is also involved in 
miming refugee camps and 
maintaining health clinics 

for people who have limned 
access to hospitals and doc- 
tors in this strife-tom re- 
gion. 

<^tholi(s, as well as toe 
majority Hindus here, want 
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Senior World Bank official 
says Mideast peace dividend 
is better economic policy 


G-7 urges poor 
states to take smaller 
IMF cash deal 


MADRID (R) — The real 
dividend from moves towards 
peace in the Middle East will 
be better economic policies 
and closer regional coopera- 
tion, a senior World Bank 
official said Sunday. 

“The focus in the Middle 
East is switching from politics 
to economics. Better econo- 
mic policies are going to be 
the real peace dividend,” the 
bank's vice-president for the 
Middle East and Africa, Caio 
Koch-Weser, told a news 
conference. 

“The challenge feeing the 
region is to stimulate the flow 
of private investment,” he 
said. 

Mr. Koch-Weser, who was 
attending the bank's annual 
meeting here, said that aid 
groups were still facing prob- 
lems channelling agreed 
funds to the autonomous 
Palestinian areas of the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank 
Jericho area but that these 
were gradually being over- 
come. 

He said the difficulties 
stemmed from some donors 


being asked to switch funding 
from longer-term infrastruc- 
ture projects and other tradi- 
tional targets to day-to-day 
expenditure such as financing 
a police force. 

“Some donors have politic- 
al and even legal problems 
with that,” he said. “It is not 
a question of lade of will.” 

A U.S.-coordinated aid 
effort pledged $2.4 billion to 
the Palestine autonomous re- 
gions over five years. The 
regions were set up earlier 
this year and have been fol- 
lowed by more steps towards 
establishing ties between 
Israel and Arab countries. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said the 
benefits of moves towards 
peace would allow countries 
in the Middle East to devote 
more attention to getting eco- 
nomic policy right. 

“Politidans are going to be 
increasingly judge on their 
ability to provide economic 
growth,” he said. 

Mr. Koch-Weser said that 
the World Bank stood ready 
to help Syria in its efforts to 


build a more market- 
orientated economy but that 
the question of fresh financ- 
ing was complicated by the 
country's debt arrears. 

He said that the bank was 
discussing a new loan for 
Algeria, possibly amounting 
to betwen $100 million and 
$200 million, linked to a 
programme of economic and 
social reform. 

Despite what he called 
political Volatility, ” he said 
the World Bank was confi- 
dent that the government of 
President Liamine Zeroual 
was committed to reforming 
its state-dominated economy. 

“We are working on an 
ambitious programme of 
structural reform (there)," 
Mr. Koch-Weser said. 

Fresh lending to Iran re- 
mained frozen because of 
opposition of the bank's 
“shareholders.” amongst 
them and United States, but 
the institution was continuing 
to disburse $850 million of 
financing agreed previously, 
he said. 


Iran checks foreign currency 
spending to halt riyaFs slide 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran 
announced Sunday new mea- 
sures to reduce foreign cur- 
rency mending in a bid to 
check toe slide of the riyal, 
which has registered a new 
fell against the U.S. dollar in 
recent days. 

From Monday the interior 
ministry is to clamp down on 
private, open-air money- 
changers, who have operated 
in their thousands until now 
as authorities turned a blind 
eye. 

The move will leave 


around 100 private foreign 
exchange offices on the free 
market who are authorised to 
work alongside state-owned 
banks. 

Private money-lenders had 
become practically the sole 
source of foreign currency for 
Iran’s importers, as bank 
stocks have been severely de- 
pleted for more than a yeaar 
by the country’s financial cri- 
sis. 

The number of private 
bureaux de change was 
already slashed by three- 


quarters in June, in a drive by 
authorities to reduce demand 
for foreign currency and con- 
trol exchange rates on the 
free market. 

The trade ministry also 
announced an end to the 
practice of export companies 
giving up their rights to fore- 
ign currency to importers. 

Since the begjnnig of the 
year import licences have 
been restricted to the value of 
foreign currency brought into 
Iran through exports. 


MADRID (R) — Needy na- 
tions considered a take-it-or- 
leave-it offer Sunday to 
accept a slimmed down $24 
billion package of reserve 
assets made by the IMF's 
Group of Seven (G-7) 
paymasters. 

The G-7 has made it clear 
the developing world should 
take what it can get after 
finance ministers met Satur- 
day to thrash out a comprom- 
ise deal on a new issue of 
Special Drawing Rights 
(SDRs), the International 
Monetary Fund's (IMF's) re- 
serve mone y. 

But ahead of Sunday's 
policy-setting IMF Interim 
Committee in Madrid, Third 
World leaders have been 
threatening to block anything 
that fells far short of the $50 
billion scheme proposed by 
the fluid's managing director 
Michel Camdessus. 

The European Union's 
Economics Commissioner 
Henning Christophersen said 
opposition by developing 
countries meant it would be 
difficult to read] a comprom- 
ise. 

“The lunch promises to be 
pretty tense,” G-7 official 
said of the event that will get 
discussions on the SDRs 
under way. 

Both rich and poor states 
can muster the IS per cent of 
IMF votes needed for an 
effective veto in the Interim 
Committee. 

G-7 and IMF officials say 
that a stalemate in the In- 
terim Committee may mean a 
new meeting on the issue 
□ext month. 

German Bundesbank Pres- 
ident Hans Tietmeyer, a key 
opponent of an SDR issue 
on the grounds it risks stok- 
ing world inflation, said 
Saturday the G-7 comprom- 
ise was the furthest he would 
go. 

Bonn's Finance Minister 


Vietnam starts curbs on dollar use 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam has 
started curbing the use of the 
U.S. dollar, which has served 
for years as a parallel curren- 
cy to die national unit, the 
dong. 

First indications were that 
the new foreign exchange 
rules, requiring the dong to 
be used for nearly all transac- 
tions, had little impact. 

Most hotels were still bill- 
ing customers in dollars, 
though some smaller ones 
charges guets in dong, chang- 
ing their dollars in front-desk 
exchange kiosks. 

Some shops which pre- 
viously charged in dollars be- 
came ‘‘exchange agents” for 
the banks, continuing to take 
dollars and changing them on 
the spot into dong. They will 
then deposit the dollars in the 
bank. 

“It’s like a house with two 
doors,” said a hotel em- 
ployee. “You go in one door 


with dollars and you change 
them into dong. For the 
guest, it doesn't make any 
difference.” 

Prime Minister Vo Van 
Kiet ordered the changes last 
August to suck at least $600 
million in dollar notes circu- 
lating in this communist 
country of 72 million people 
into the banking system. 

'Hotels, restaurants, land- 
lords, some shops and Viet- 
namese state and private 
companies — now required 
to deposit their hard currency 
eamigns in bank accounts — 
were among die businesses 
most likely to be affected. 

Bat foreign analysts, con- 
cerned about the impact of 
the regulations on foreign in- 
vestment confidence, said it 
would be several weeks be- 
fore the effect was clear. 

The Bank of Foreign Trade 
and other commercial banks 
set up about 400 exchange 


kiosks to make changing 
money easier for tourists and 
others requiring dong. 

Private dealers, long toler- 
ated by the authorities, con- 
tinued to change dollars for 
old customers but predicted 
the new system would not be 
good for business. 

They said the domestic 
price of gold would rise be- 
cause Vietnamese would turn 
to it as the main “safe 
havenb” savings medium in- 
stead of dollars under the 
floorboards. 

“For private businesses, 
there will be fewer clients and 
the transactions must be 
shielded, so income will go 
down.” one said. 

“State enterprises will face 
more problems because all 
transactions and payments 
must go through the state.... 
tax evasion and avoidance 
will be more difficult,” the 


trader said. 

Most companies with ac- 
cess to dollars used to trade 
and make payments in cash 
rather than through the 
banks. 

Airlines, telecommunica- 
tions, insurance, shipping 
and other firms in industries 
with extensive overseas con- 
tacts and payments may con- 
tinue legally to charge in dol- 
lars. 

It appeared likely that 
some big hotels would be 
granted exemption from the 
rules to do likewise. 

The (central) State Bank 
has said it does not expect big 
fluctuations in the exchange 
rate, though foreign bankers 
believe increased demand 
mil strengthen the dong. 

The dollar continued to 
trade in its normal recent 
range of 10,900 to 11,005 
dong to $1 on Sunday. 



HI, MARCIE.. DO 
VDU HAVE ANYTHING 
600PTO REAP? 



ITS THREE OCLOCK 
IN THE MORN INS.' 
WH* ARE YOU 
CALLIN6 ME AT 
THREE O'CLOCK 
IN THE MORNING?.' 


Andy Capp 



WE 15, THEBE WAS A 
BUST UP IN THEIR HOUSE 
THE OTHER NIGHT, AND HE 
WOULDN'T EVEN GIVE HIS 
WIFE A HAND ID THROW 
HIS MOTHB3.-IN-LAW OUT 



Mutt*n’Jeff 


SIR, V DOVE SEEN GOING 
AROUND AND AROUND 
IN THAT REVOLVING A 

door for 

SEVERAL A^r\ ' 

minutes 


( TAKING ) 

Vawal.k/ 




Ttaeo Waigel told the Interim 
Committee Sunday : “I see no 
room for negotiation.” 

“It's the only show in 
town,” said British Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer Ken- 
neth Clarke. 

French Economy Minister 
Edmond Alphandery, who 
has fought a lonely battle 
backing Mr. Camdessus’s 
plan, appeared keen to get 
the message over to the de- 
veloping world that the com- 
promise was a fair package — 
and the best they would get. 

“It's not that bad,” he said. 

Mr. Alphandery was at 
pains to stress that France 
had persuaded the G-7 to 
amend IMF rules to make it 
clear the SDR issue would 
not be a one-off-kiss of death 
for the 1960s idea that the 
unit, whose value is based on 
a basket of major currencies, 
would be issued regularly to 
all IMF members to bolster 
world liquidity. 

But German officials took 
a different line, saying the 
most important aspect of the 
G-7 deal was that there 
would be no danger of repe- 
ated bids to create new 
SDRs. 

Mr. Camdessus, a former 
Bank of France governor, 
proposed issuing 36 billion 
SDRs, worth about $50 bil- 
lion, very quickly. 

He wanted an immediate 
general share-out based on 
countries’ IMF shares or 
quotas in the fund, followed 
by a special issue requiring an 
amendment of the IMF rules. 
This would go to the 37 
poorest countries and east 
European states who missed 
out on the last issue in 19S1. 
before they joined. 

The G-7 plan is for a com- 
plex special allocation that 
gives every country a choice 
between raising their SDR 
reserves by eight per cent of 
their quota or taking them up 
to a ceiling of 24 per cent. 
Needy nations should get 
rather more than half the 
issue. But not until 179 mem- 
bers' parliaments have rati- 
fied it. 

Mr. Alphandery said the 
G-7 was committed to seeing 
those ratifications completed 
by the end of next year. But 
that may not be quick enough 
for the developing countries. 


Japan hai Is trade accord 
with U.S. but regrets 
moves toward sanctions 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
leaders Sunday welpomed the 
trade agreement reached 
with the United States in 
three important areas but re- 
gretted U.S. moves toward 
sanctions over the unresolved 
issue of automobiles. 

“It will have a good effect 
on overall Japan-U.S- rela- 
tions,” Japan’s chief cabinet 
secretary, Kozo Igarashi, said 
in a statement, referring to 
accores on government pro- 
curement, the insurance busi- 
ness and flat glass in talks 
aimed at cutting Japan's huge 
trade surplus with the United 
States. 

However, Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama and auto 
industry leaders regretted 
U.S. moves toward sanctions 
over failure in talks in 
Washington to reach 
agreeemnt on opening 
Japan’s market to more 
American automobiles and 
auto parts. 

“It’s very regrettable the 
301 clause was invoked in the 
process of talks,” he told 
reporters, referring to U.S. 
Trade Representative Mick- 
ey Kantor, who said his office 
would “initiate a 301 inves- 
tigation" of die Japanese car 
parts market. 

Mr. Kantor made the re- 
marks in Washington follow- 
ing his unsuccessful talks with 
Japan’s International Trade 
and Industry Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto on the 
auto issues. 

Mr. Hahsimoto and Fore- 
ign Minister Yohei Kono 
briefed Mr. Murayama on 
their marathon talks with Mr. 
Kantor after returning home 
from Washington Sunday, 
officials said. 

Mr. Murayama was quoted 
as telling the two ministers 
that he was satisfied with the) 
partial agreements with the 
United States. The prime 
minister noted that Tokyo 
managed to prevent an all- 
out confrontation with 
Washington over trade. 

Tokyo market dealers, 
meanwhile, said that the out- 
come of the trade talks in 
Washington had been ex- 
pected and that it would have 
no major impact on the mar- 


LINES OF STYLE 

DAJANI’S 

Gold & Gems Jewellers. 

Amra Hotel. 6th Circle. Amman. 

CARNELIAN: A grounding stone. It firm- 
ly anchors ideas and inspiration, allevi- 
ates absent-mindedness and mental 
confusion. It is good for circulation. 




THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“Half of my body sleeps while the 
other half lies awake worrying. 
Then they switch.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Hanrl Arnold nd Mta AigMoo 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
tour onfinary words. 



WHAT THEY BECAME 
WHEN THE INSECTS 
ATTACKED. 


Now arrange the dieted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: THE UJUL 1 UJL 11 

(Answer* tomorrow) 

yesterday’s I BWCH F*PEH HOURtY CLAUSE 

j Answer. How she described her wait-behaved 
young dog— A HUSH PUPPY 



U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor bolds a bundle of 
raHiing used by the U.S. tekcomnnmkations industry - 
daring a press conference in Washington following a 
marathon 19 hours of trade talks with the Japanese 
delegation. The United States and Japan earlier readied an 
accord on Japanese government procurement of medical 
and telecommunications equipment (AFP photo) 

et. increase in transactions in the 


ket. 

Mr. Igarashi, the chief gov- 
ernment spokesman, said “it 
is extremely regrettable” that 
the United States has decided 
to “identify under section 301 
of the trade act of 1974 
Japan's auto parts aftermar- 
ket as characterised by ‘un-. 
fair and discriminatory trade 
practices.*” 

“There has been a wide 


auto parts sector," Mr. Igar- 
ashi said in the statement. 

“The government of Japan 
has taken a sincere and vigor- 
ous approach in the 
framework talks with such 
steps as seriously considering 
deregulation premised on an 
assurance of the safety of 
replacement parts as well,” 
be said. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY OCTOBER 3, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: An excellent day to get the week off to 
a good start where you will be wide awake to new and advanced 
ways to move forward in both your business and personal life. Be 
alert of mindful of delays. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get into activities which can put you 
in the public eye and will give you a chance to get ahead in youd 
career and make you successful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Before getting into that new course 
of action, be sure to consult one who has much experience along 
such lines of endeavour. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Use those systems which have worked 
successfully in the past in dealing with persons in business and you 
win gain much profit. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Showing your partners 
that you operate very sensibly is wise and you gain their added 
cooperation for a new project. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make sure you understand your 
assignments thoroughly and handle them efficiently so you gain the 
respect of higher-ups and fellow associates. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Take care you do not 
overspend where recreation is concerned and try to cut down on 
such in the future or you could have nothing. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make sure that all home 
matters are solidly based and rid yourself of whatever is obsolute or 
unworkable to complete a project. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Begin the week properly 
by answering any letters which are important and. putting in motion 
any new enterprises which you helped developed. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Look into the 
monetary side of any situation today and everything turns out all 
right for you in getting what you want in life. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Get that new course of 
activity started which will last for some time. Tonight, be sure to rest 
up for the week ahead and enjoy yourself. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Plan and handle practical 
affairs wisely and stop all that daydreaming and socialising which 
gets you nowhere towards your success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Marcb 20) You have find capabilities for 
getting projects down to a workable level and also handling details 
precisely. Utilise this talent. 

Bhthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 


THE Daily Crossword by ah 


ACROSS 

1 Does housework 
6 Trite 
9 Rax 

13 Major reSgtan 

14 Word with baler 


17 Kind of aim 

18 Salad fish 


processions 

22 Ruin's 
companion 

23 Crescent- 
shaped figure 


X Impassive 

32 Balm ingredtenl 

33 Teensy-weensy 
bit 

35 AHeviaied 
39 Mosey 
41 Order 

43 Be Bel 

44 Coward 

46 Verve 

47 the Sne 

(last slop) 

49 Rnafy 
51 Comedtanne 
Allen 
54 Just 

56 Kind of bean 

57 Certain emprise 
attache 

S3 Erahustastfc 

64 Take charge 

65 Wonderland girl 

66 Director Clair 

67 Menusaipt end. 
88 Gavotte 

69 Godot love 

70 Haunt 

71 Register 

□OWN 

1 Planer 

2 Annapois Inst. 

3 Certain 
European 

4 Scartetfs 
home 


■Mina MMM ubiiiii 

Ihhhh huh hhhh 
huh huh hhhh 

HHHHHHHHHH HUH 


HHHH 

HHHH9 


HHHH 


HHHHH HHHH HHHH 

iiUHl HHHHHH 

HililHHH HHHH 

HHHH HHHHHHHHHH 



O ISM Tribunr Mnfti 64MCW. Inc 


5 Odoriferous 

6 “Barefoot boy 
with cheeks 

7 Most flamboyant 

8 SandhU 

9 Defensive 
obstructions 

10 German WWII 
craft 

11 V-shaped cut 

12 Peachy 

15 Cowboy gear 
21 RatSunt Under 

25 Demeanor 

26 A gender abbr. 

27 WtegUka 
26 Rake 

29 One hundred 
years 

31 Domesticate 
34 Ultimatum 
words 

36 NaCl 

37 LaLabbr. 

38 Gainsay 

40 Singer Termife 


Puzzle solved: 


□QDQ □□□□ QQHQD 
□□□□ □□□□ □□□□□ 
L1UQU DQDQ □□□□□ 

□ □□□□□QQBQOQEiaQ 

UBQQDQ Li OULU 

Bnanon 
, mcrana □□□□ ejeiqq 
QQQQUQQDDQQaQaQ 
1 □□□□ tJULJLj annaa 

□aaaaa ana 

k pbciei naanea 

aanaaaaaaaaaaaa 
□auaa qqdq uquo 
□□□□□ duuu □ana. 
kiauaa moua anaa 


42 ' watty" 

(BWe) 

45 Badly mistaken 
48 Transactions 

50 Penny 

51 Look mean 

52 Orinoco, e-g. 


53 Kind of arid 
55 Poet WJL 

58 Honey drink 

59 Author lifln* 

60 Ro me 

61 “ _ftomc 

62 Clairvoyant 
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New York Closing Ratos 
UJS. Dollar 


for Major Currencies Against Che 


50/9 'Q4 


Foreign Exchange Market 

S umm ary 

(September 26 — September 30,94) 

AMMAN — The dollar appreciated sharply against the yen at the 
end of last week, as it ended 1.34 per cent higher against the 
Japanese currency. The dollar stabilised against the mark and 
depredated marginally against sterling. 

The dollar appreciated in New York Monday influenced by 
rumours that the United States and Japan will reach a trade 
agreement before the end of September, the deadline set by the 
United Stoles for possible economic sanctions against Japan if it did 
not open its markets to American products. Dealers were cautiously 
trading ahead of the Federal Open Committee's meeting the next 
day, as analysts were uncertain whether the committee's meeting 
will result in an increase in the U.S. interest rates. 

The dollar depreciated against other major currencies Tuesday, as 
the Federal Reserve refrained from tightening its monetary policy 
Although such a move was widely anticipated by the market, 
analysts feared that it might reflect a possible lit-up in the Fed’s 
inflation fighting policy. Analysts indicated that the Federal Open 
Marker Committee's decision did not rule out the possibility of a 
raze increase on its next meeting on Tuesday 15/11/1994. 

The dollar appreciated against other major currencies Wednes- 
day, however. It appreciated against the mark, as the German unit 
depredated against other European currencies. The mark’s depre- 
dation was due to news that Germany’s Free Democratic Party, the 
coalition partner of the ruling Christian Democratic Union, failed to 
gain sufficent electoral votes in Bavaria earlier this week. This- has 
prompted questions regarding the ruling coalition's prospects in 
Germany's election due to be held on the 16th of October. 

Moreover, the dollar appreciated against the yen due to traders’ 
optimism towards the U.S. -Jap an trade negotiations, as reports 
snowed the two countries may possibly reach a partial agreement. 
Such an agreement would weaken the case for economic sanctions 
against Japan. 

The dollar depreciated on Thursday, as traders were cautious 
ahead of the end-September deadline that the United States had set 
to impose trade sanctions against Japan. 

By the end of the week, the dollar appreciated against the mark 
and the yen, while depredating marginally against sterling. The 
dollar’s appreciation was due ro traders’ expectations that the trade 
negotiations between Japan and the United States will lead to 
partial agreement. 

Traders’ expectations were influenced by news that the two 
parties were dose to an agreement regarding government procure- 
ment of communication and medical equipment. Analysts antici- 
pated that a partial agreement will not benefit the dollar and will not 
negate possible limited sanctions against Japan. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.5501 marks. 99.16 yen 
and at SI. 5800 to the pound sterling. 
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Close 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Sicrlinj* Pimnd 

1.5770 

1.5600 

0.19 5 

Deui^chr Mark 

l.54t& 

1.55 01 

(0.0414 

Swiss Franc 

1 .2it5 

?.L’S59 

<7.05 ? 

French Franc 

5.2955 

5.T9f5 

0.02 S 

Japanese Yen 

i 97.65 

I 99.lt 

U.34J5 
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Euro-Currency Interest 
Currene> 

l .S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 

lnl>-rhaiik hill nllr* f**r jmnunb r 

Central Bank of Jordan I 

Current! 

U.S. Dollar 
Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 

Belgian Franc 


25 9 

1994 

30-9/ 

1994 

l-Mimlhr-.i 

1-NriT 

l-Mmlti i*.i 

Mtar l u *.» 

4.75 

5.67 

4.75 

5.47 

5.25 

7.51 

5 . 16 - 

7.0t 

4.61 

5.50 

4.6S 

5.45 

5.75 

4.5 1> 

3.50 

4.37 

5.25 

6. 1 4 

5.C4 

o. ?5 

2.16 

L\45 

2.12 

2.50 








Exchange Rate Bulletin 

Date: 2/10/1994 


Q.t>970 

1.0972 

0.44V 

0.5401 

0.1315 

<7.70/9 

0.4007 

0.0446 


0.6990 

1.1027 

0.4509 

0.5425 

0.1522 

0.7054 

0.4027 

0.044S 


Malaysian Prime Minister M ahathir Moham- Malaysian students studying in Jordan (photo 
mad (fourth from left) on Sunday meets with below) (Petra photos) 
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AMMAN FINANCIAL MAKKET 

HOUSIM BANK CEN T E R AMMAN - SHHEXSAHX 
XKLKPHCXE: 660170 / 663170 

ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 02/10/1944 


COMPANY'S ERNE 


ARAB BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 
BANK OP JORDAN 
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KDHAXT BANK 
JORDAN OULF BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
AMMAN BANK TOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LlHSS 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 


TRADED PREV. OPENING CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
JD PRICE 


29,170 

182.250 

182.000 

182.500 

25.189 

2.950 

3.920 

3.910 

82.004 

4.000 

4.010 

4.020 

21,524 

2.990 

2.990 

2.990 

12.4 BO 

5.250 

5.200 

5.200 

755 

2.080 

2.850 

2.850 

6.481 

1.720 

1-720 

1.700 

5,068 

3.630 

3. 520 

3.650 

7,082 

1.630 

1.640 

1.640 

5,610 

1.910 

1.910 

1.800 

3.340 

2.570 

2.570 

2.550 

1,931 

1.690 

1.680 

1.680 

1.313 

5.300 

5. 250 

5.250 

26,015 

3.540 

3.510 

3.520 

9,681 

2.730 

2.700 

2.700 

194 

1.270 

1.290 

1.290 


JORDAN GULF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALBA 'I 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDO CAT I ON 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFINARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL C AG PI CULTURAL 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

SPINNING E WEAVING 

RAF LA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAWR DEVELOPMENT £ INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT £ INERNATIONAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
GENERAL INVESTMENT 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING £ TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
JORDAN ROCEHDOL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ KATCH/J1HOO 
ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 
RAMMER INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


1,097 

0.900 

0.970 

0.980 

7,245 

11-550 

11.500 

11.500 

99,705 

2.590 

2.580 

2.570 

4.070 

3.700 

3.700 

3.700 

5,495 

2.750 

2. 750 

2.740 

9,366 

9.560 

9.560 

9.550 

5,490 

5.390 

5.250 

5.120 

14.300 

7.000 

6.870 

6.860 

3,175 

6.400 

6.350 

A . 350 

2.650 

2.650 

2.650 

2.650 

1,644 

2.760 

2.740 

3.740 

5.635 

16.250 

16.100 

16.100 

9,574 

1.000 

0.990 

1.000 

1,800 

7.350 

7.200 

7.200 

3,900 

3.250 

J .250 

3.250 

49,220 

1.430 

1.470 

1.450 

6,979 

4.100 

4.100 

4.120 

4.448 

1.600 

1.590 

1.600 

980 

5.040 

4.900 

4.900 

672 

0.840 

0.840 

0.840 

15,707 

3.010 

2.980 

3.01 D 

1,776 

2.100 

2.090 

2.090 

2,396 

4.410 

4.360 

4.360 

71,800 

2.890 

2.890 

2.790 





567.060 
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For More Information Call 
Abdoun Heal Estate 
810520 - 810609 - 8 1 0605 


iJR-SAX 


I*' 


WAUDJARRARCO. 

Tel. 776199 - 692779 

Fax 781681 
Sk. Service 77B299 


JAMAL TRADINGS 
REAL ESTATE CO. 
FOR RENT 


Furnished & unfurnished 1 
Villas & Apartments 
Buying & Selling 
Land & Property 

Teil 

688816-681113 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your -colour film at 
our shop and^ get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
Siam 39% torpor 

• From aniargo- 

moot 20 x 30 cm 


I A SECURE 

FLATOTEL 

Sweiflyeh 





| ^Hfy F!at.O.Tel 

^SS-SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 

^GASTRONOMY, 

fi&eeno, 

^ Cafe 1 

Hamburgers+Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 


creators 


TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From 9.00 P.M 
Except Tuesday closed 
M gnd^ .^rinks 

AMenu of Delicious Snacks 
Tel. 685211 Fax. 617779 
Mldde East Hotel - Shmelsari 


=WILLA^ 

D’ANGELO 


■ / Restaurant 
INCH QUISLE ^ 

"wv- Iff 


HrSwjh aiTT ; 


mu* 



Shtng»naiii - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 

/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
630 - Midnight 

\ Air Conditioned Halt y 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away b ovflBaW* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


SZECHWAN GARDENS . 
CHINESE RESTADRANT 
Trpical Chinese Foods 
Skffled SUMS* Chefs 

j Open 11/X-330&6JXI- Mxbigbi | 

IUe away is available 

Shat AMrab Street 
Um Uhainah Commercial Centre , 

TeL: 861174 

.Cnee lasted AMjsu m<J. 


To Suit All 
Budgets 




AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Ootiide Terrace 


»ii ms 


NEW i 

F AouNe 


Hseatood k 

[;! LUNCH 

FkAIDA^8?SID E 


!!!•«« 
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"The Classiest Of 
The Classiest ! 


'umaU 


Deluxe WSas and Apartments 
in Afttman. 

For further details please call 
sanabBlreal estate 
TEL : 86423 Q FAX 864231 



Time Out Bar ! ! 

iSweifiyeri . -• V. - C 6 3 9 - -1 -1 


Quality Furnished Flats 


***** 


& LOTS] 




Pizza 

Pasta 

Exotic Sand wiche s 
^Hambnragg^ 


,'7oto> 



tantsi 


.■55^ 




Fax. 829883 


Shmeisam - Tel 680670 


;■ One and two Bedrooms f 
■ Reasonable Races For 
Short or Long Stay 

5th Circle 

674563-674551 




HAVE YOUR GRILL 
CHOOSE YOUR 
SAUCE A ND 

EHJOYAfNEf 
SALAD BAR 

KHMEISANI 

TEL. 0S6140 - SB8671 



is* 



0":\ ‘.'G S00‘/ . Sweifiyeh 
■ ~i .T.no Ris ■ 1st l!oo' 81 6690 ' 


EjSSMBI I ^ m 

® Superior Hotel Services for 

Bu.suicssnicii & Families & iLs < 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

@ Good Drinks & < 

Excellent Snacks 

©Open Noons ^ 

& Evenings "* JL 



p Kurdi Stores : 

^Suwaifiah Tel. 827 105^- ; 


Malaysia 
to set up 
joint 
business 
council 

By Khattah Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An agreement 
to establish a joint business 
council between the Jorda- 
nian Businessmen Associa- 
tion and the Malaysian 
Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry was signed Sunday 
at the end of an official state 
visit by Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Bin 
Muhammad. 

The agreement aims to 
boost and enhance economic 
and trade cooperation be- 
tween Jordan and Malaysia. 

“Although we have estab- 
lished some trade links, a lot 
more can be done to enhance 
the development of the busi- 
ness activities between our 
two countries," Dr. Mahathir 
said in a speech on the occa- 
sion. 

He added that the volume 
of trade between Jordan and 
Malaysia has increased from 
$65 million in 1989 to $102 
million in 1993. However, 
bilateral trade is still small, 
accounting for less than one 
per cent of Malaysia’s exter- 
nal trade. 

He indicated that trade be- 
tween Jordan and Malaysia 
was confined to a narrow 
range of products comprising 
mainly palm oil and palm oil 
products from Malaysia and 
fertilizers from Jordan. This 
narrow trade, he said, could 
be attributed to, among other 
things, the lack of direct con- 
tacts between the Malaysian 
and Jordanian businessmen, 
as well as the limited infor- 
mation on products and 
market opportunities. 

According to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) international 
trade report of 1993 Malaysia 
is oow the 19th largest trad- 
ing nation in the world. 

Dr. Mahathir invited 
Jordanian businessmen to 
visit Malaysia and see for 
themselves the vast trade 
opportunities available for 
Jordanian exports. 

“Jordanian companies 
could set up their regional 
offices in Malaysia and use 
Malaysia as their base to 
launch their products in the 
South Asian market... at the 
same time, Malaysia could 
offer a wide range of manu- 
factured and intermediate 
products required by Jor- 
dan," be explained. 

Malaysia has a broad 
manufacturing base amount- 
ing to $34 billion representing 
73% of its total volume of 
exports. 

The agreement for the 
joint business council was 
signed by president of the 
Jordanian Businessmen 
Association (JBA) Hamdi 
Taba’ on the Jordanian side, 
and by head of the Malaysian 
chambers of commerce and 
industry Azmi Hamzah. 

A second agreement was 
signed between the Arab 
Pharmaceutical Manufactur- 
ing Company and Malaysian 
Stron Medical Company dur- 
ing a working lunch on Sun- 
day hosted by JBA. 

The agreement would 
facilitate medical exports and 
cooperation between the two 
countries. 

A memorandum of under- 
standing was also signed be- 
tween the Jordanian associa- 
tion for exports of fresh fruits 
and vegetables and the 
Malaysian federal authority 
for the purpose of marketing 
of agrkniltural products in 
Jordanian and Malaysian 
markets. 

Nigeria hikes 
fuel prices 

LAGOS (AFP) — The Nige- 
rian military junta Sunday 
took people in this oil-rich 
west African nation by sur- 
prise by hiking official fuel 
prices by nearly 400 per cent, 
witnesses said, but police 
closed garages in Abuja after 
they posted the new prices. 

Police arrested garage 
owners who stuck up posters 
detailing the new prices, 
raised at midnight Saturday, 
and closed the petrol sta- 
tions. an AFP correspondent 
in the federal capital Abuja 
said. Only garages selling oil 
at the old prices were allowed 

to remain open. 

However in other less 

politically -sensitive states — 

such as Oyo. Osun and Ogun 
— the new prices were post- 
ed. 

People have been expect- 
ing a jump in traditional low 
oil prices since the beginning 

of the political crisis 
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Asian Games launched as Hiroshima pleads for peace Parma shoot to 


* “HIROSHIMA. Japan (AP) 
— The city reduced to rubble 
by an atomic bomb nearly SO 
years ago launched one of 
Asia's largest-ever sporting 
r events Sunday with a power- 
Tul plea for world peace. 

Japanese Emperor Akihito 
.. declared the 12th Asian 
‘ . Games open at 2:39 p.m. 
'10539 GMTj after a proces- 
sion of participants into 
..Hiroshima's new 50,000-seat 
'.‘.stadium. 

Nearly 5,000 athletes from 
*' 42 nations and territories will 
...be competing over the next 
two weeks for a total of 337 


"gold medals in 34 sports. 
. China, overwhelming victor 
. at the last Asiad, is certain to 
^'..reap the largest medal har- 
V vest. 


The opening festivities be- 
■■ gan with an upbeat concert 
by young singers from four 
"Asian nations and ended with 

■ a spectacle of light and dance 
-'■ depicting mankind moving 

- from despair toward hope 
r. and peace. 

Figures wearing dark man- 
r ties, suffering from repeated 

■ 'ordeals, were supplanted by 
' young women in bright attire 

on a field splashed with glit- 
- ter and light. A joyous, mass 
; dance ended the 4W-hour 


The roster of nations is also 
joined for the first time by 
five former Soviet republics 
in Central Asia, while war- 
torn Cambodia is returning 
after a 20-year absence. 

The only significant politic- 
al shadow hanging over ihe 
games is a China-Taiwan con- 
troversy over the presence 
here of Taiwan Vice Premier 
Hsu Li-Teh. 

After earlier threatening to 
boycott the games if Taiwan 
President Lee Teng-Hui 
came, China still protested 
strongly over Hsu's visit. Chi- 
na claims he is at the games 
for political maneuvering 
against Beijing and should 
have been denied entry by 
Japan, which has diplomatic 
relations with China but sot 
with Taiwan. 


Taiwan says Hsu is here to* 
learn for Taiwan's bid to be- 
come the games host in 2002, 
and that Beijing is the one 
injecting politics into sports. 
Beijing does not object to the 
presence of Taiwan’s team, 
which uses the name 
“Chinese Taipei" rather than 
Taiwan. 


■ ceremony. 


In one of the opening 
-speeches, Hironoshin Furu- 
--■hashi, president of the orga- 
nising committee, said he 
hoped the games' theme of 
Asian harmony would help 
create “an attractive and 
dynamic Asia for the 21st 
century” and that Hiroshi- 
ma's “message for the pursuit 
of peace will be beard 
throughout Asia and all the 
world." 


With a number of world 
record holders in swimming 
and track and field and strong 
competitors in a dozen other 
sports. China is again ex- 
pected to dominate Asia’s 
version of the Olympics. 

In the 1990 games, China 
won 183 gold medals, fol- 
lowed by South Korea with 
54 and Japan with 38. 

China has sent 570 athletes 
to Hiroshima, about the same 
number as South Korea but 
fewer than the host team’s 
6S0 athletes. 


Both the emblem and mas- 
cots of the games are varia- 
tions on the dove of peace, 
while the rorcb for lighting 
the games' flame was started 
from both the flame of the 
1990 games in Beijing and 
from the “Flame of Peace” in 
a Hiroshima park dedicated 
to the abolition of nuclear 


weapons. 

Helicopters fluttered over- 
head and security on the 
ground was tight. Radical lef- 
tists. who oppose Japan’s 
monarchy, had threatened to 
disrupt the opening cere- 
mony, and Saturday dozens 
of radicals demonstrated 
against the emperor's visit to 
Europe, due to begin after 
Sunday's ceremonies. 


The ceremony, seen by 
44,000 spectators in warm au- 
tumn weather, opened with a 
peace concert by pop singers 
Ryu Fan and Wet Wei of 
China. Goongnang of Thai- 
land and Yukihide Takekawa 
of Japan. The Philippine 
group Smokey Mountain 
belted out the song “We Can 
Change the World” while a 
brass band played Beeth- 
oven's “Ode to Joy." 


This was followed by a 
colourful depiction of winds 
and bridges linking the peo- 
ple of Asia, and by 676 chil- 
dren cavorting with Poppo 
and Cuccu, the games mas- 
cots. 


The emperor’s late father, 
! Hirohito, was the symbolic 
j leader of Japan during World 
, War H and announced the 
• nation’s surrender days after 
the United States dropped 
: two atomic bombs on 
Japanese cities in August 
1945. 

The first all but obliterated 
Hiroshima, leaving some 
140,000 dead. But the city 
l -has sinoe been rebuilt into 
one of Japan's loveliest, and 
T views the games as proof of 
I its rebirth. 

; The Hiroshima Games are 
! the biggest in the Asiad's 
; 43-year history. North 
; Korea, under international 
; pressure for allegedly trying 
< to develop nuclear weapons, 
‘ is the only eligible country 
not at the Hiroshima Games. 


Another spectacle por- 
trayed storms, serenity and 
contrasting seasonal moods 
- of the Seto inland sea. which 
borders Hiroshima, and cli- 
maxed with a march of 
Samurai warriors to the throb 
of 105 drams. 


The entry march of the 
teams featured the flowing 
robes of the Arab world, kilts 
of the Himalayan kingdom of 
Bhutan and the kimonos of 
the Japanese women who 
carried the country name pla- 
cards of all but the Iranian 
team. 


Apparently in keeping with 
the wishes of the fun- 
damentalist Muslim nation, a 
male marched in front of the 
Iranians with the placard. 

Some of the warmest ap- 
plause went to Cambodia, 
China, Taiwan, host Japan 
and the one-man Palestinian 
team. 


; [FURNISHED LUXURIOUS VILLA - 
FOR RENT 

^ ; Consists of salon, spacious dining room, large living 
r : room, four bedrooms, three bathrooms, spacious 
vj ; kitchen (fully equipped), four verandas, garage, 
^ garden, central heating, telephone, new super 
deluxe furniture, open roof with maid's room with 
>; own bathroom, and boiler room. Rent to be paid 
- annually. 

If interested call tel. 821058 


/JVTCX 

BEST Of 
BOTH WORLDS 
SATEHTTE 


JVTC 


; - ^Presents to all members the latest 20 titles now 
■3 s" showing in USA & Europe, available for hire 
IXDr sale on VHS & BTX 


The Client 11. 

Maverick ■. 12. 

.When Man Loves Woman 13. 


Wyatt Earp 
• With Honors 
; Black Beauty ■ 
[Bodies Rest & Motion 
No Surrender 
Arctic Blue 
Passion Fish 


Little Big League 
Flinch 
Hand Gun 
Sioux City 

Cops & Robbersons 
Getting Even With Dad 
Hard Truth 
Cowboy Way 
Jimmy Hollywood 
Wolf 


. 2 * Our library contains a wide collection 6800 titles 
(available on VHS & BTX) comprising films, 
.-cartoons etc. to satisfy ail tastes. 

In addition of the above we have a collection of 
educational tapes with special offers for schools 
(National Geographic, Cousteau, health, coronet 
...). 

For more information please do not hesi- 
tate to call ... 


JVTC — Grindlay’s Bank Centre — Shmeisani 
Tel. 669855-603855 









Japan’s steeplechaser Yasunori and women’s basketball 
player Aid Ichqo (seen in photo above) light the Asian 
Games flame Sunday during the opening ceremony held in 
Hiroshima. Photo on right shows the Jordanian delegation 
during the flag raising ceremony at the Athletes’ Village 
Saturday. Below, Palestine flag-bearer Mohammad Al 
Bakri leads the one-man Palestinian delegation during the 
opening ceremony (AFP photos) 


JORDAN 


Asian Games becoming 


too big, Japan warns 


HIROSHIMA (R) — Japan's 
top sports administrator, 
although elated at the suc- 
cessful opening of the Asian 
Games here Sunday, warned 
the event was becoming too 
big. 

“It's time for us to limit the 
total number of participants 
and events at the Asiad to 
ease the economic burden on 
the shoulders of hosting 
cities," Hironoshin Fura- 
hashi, president of the 
Japanese Olympic Commit- 
tee (JOC), said after the 
opening ceremony of the 
games. . - 


Hie appeal may not meet 
with much support from 
prospective host cities or 
those who have staged them 
before because most of them 
have either added or are in 
the process of trying to add 
homegrown disciplines to the 
■ games. 


Both China’s Wushu and 
India's Kabaddi are sports 
that have gained admission in 
the games despite their li- 
mited appeal and obscurity 
before the event was staged 
in Beijing and New Delhi. 

But Furuhashi said he 
hoped that the Hiroshima 
Games could -be a big turning 
point in making them more 
manageable. 

Since the first games in 
New Delhi in 1951, the once- 
every-four-year event has 
grown from nearly 500 
athletes from 11 countries 


competing in six sports to the 
present 7,300 athletes from 
43 countries competing in 34 
sports. 

In the last Asian Games in 
Beijing in 1990 there were 
6,122 athletes from 37 coun- 
■ tries competing in 27 sports. 

“If the games keep grow- 
ing at the recent pace, it will 
soon become too difficult to 
host them,” warned Furu- 
hashi, who also heads the 
Hiroshima Asian Games 
Organising Committee 
(HAGOC). 

“Considering the fact that 
Hiroshima is . a city with a 
population of some one mil- 
lion, its organisers have done 
an excellent job to stage the 
multi-sports competition.” 
Furuhashi said. 

It is estimated about $1.5 
billion was spent on building 
a new airport and stadium. 

Forty-three sports facilities 
also were built or remodelled 
in and around Hiroshima to 
stage the games, and even 
Japan with its economic 
might felt the pinch, Furu- 
hashi said. 

The organisers had trouble 



mm 


.rfsrs! 




im 









raising funds for the games, 
said Furuhashi, who is also a 
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vice president of the Olympic 
Committee of Asia (OCA), 
the governing body for sport 
in the continent. 

Furuhashi said he will pre- 
sent his views on the issue at 
the two-day general assembly 
of the OCA, starting 
Wednesday. 
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Sheikh rattled by Taiwan debacle 


HIROSHIMA (AFP) — 
Sheikh Ahmad A1 Fahad A1 
Sabah of Kuwait should bang 
onto his job as president of 
the Olympic Council of Asia 
(OCA) but the China-Taiwan 
controversy could strip him 
of any effective power. 

“He has lost a lot of credi- 
bility. He could become a 
puppet,” said a senior OCA, 
member who asked not to be 
identified. 

The sheikh's invitation to 
Taiwan President Lee Teng-' 
Hui which sparked off the 
row widened the gulf be- 


tween Middle East countries 
and the rest of Asia. 


Fears of a Chinese boycott, 
borne out of the rescinded 
OCA invitation to Lee and 
the presence of Taiwanese 
Vice Premier Hsu Li-Teh, 
have caused weeks of uncer- 
tainty for the Hiroshima 
organisms. The embarrass- 
ment for the OCA executive 
has been enormous. 


rest with the five former 
Soviet republics — Kazakh- 
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekis- 
tan. The battle is on between 
the two camps to win their 
allegiance. 


Japan, and China, had nev- 
er fully involved themselves 
in Asian Olympic affairs, 
which they considered second 
division. That left a vacuum 
which the Middle East coun- 
tries filled. 


TWO FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR LEASE 


No other candidate has 
stepped forward for the post 
of president. But the future 
direction of Asian sport could 


Each contains 2 bedrooms, salon, dining, kitchen, 
terrace .. fully furnished & equipped (T.V., fridge., auto 
washing machine), centrally heated, private telephone. 
Location: Shmeisani - near Birds Garden. 

Contact; 603267 


Ford Sierra Sapphire 2000cc 1988, 
DUTY UNPAID, 5-speed manual, 
Central locking, Electric front win- 
dows, Radio cassette with 6 speak- 
ers. Sunroof, Serviced regularly. 
Vehicle in very good condition. 
Contact: John Wincott (823100) 
(Work) 

or 641862 (Home) 


REQUIRED 


FLAT FOR RENT 


In Um Uthaina, near Amra Hotel, (184) 
square metres area. 

3 bedrooms 1 master, 3 bathrooms, salon, 
dining room, sitting room (JWICO) kitchen, 
central heating, telephone, intercom, second 
floor, no lift — new building. 

Yearly payment: JD5.000 

Please call: 844620 from 9 a.m.-2 a.m. 


Sales people: (male or female) 

- Age to be 25-35 years. . 

- Minimum 2 years experience in sales or responsible 
managerial work. 

- Applicant should be ambitious with strong and appeal- 
ing personality. 

- Must look smart & presentable. 

- Preferably has a car 

- Must be fluent in English. 

Magazine Editor 

- To be responsible for editing sports, fashion magazines. 

- Must be fluent in English. 

- Applicant must explain why (he or she) be considered 
for this position. 

Cost controller 

- Applicant must be familiar with material & labour 
costing. 

- Minimum experience 2 years in large productions 
company. 

- Age to be 25-35 years. 

- Must be fluent in English. 

Qualified persons must submit their application along with 
their CV & photograph to the following address: 

P.O. Box 1362 Amman-Jordan 
Dar Al Kutub Al Almeyeh Press 
Personnel Manager 


top spot in Italy 


ROME (AFP) — Italian side 
Parma grabbed top spot in 
the Italian championship 
Sunday with a 2-0 win over 
■Torino. 

The former European Cup 
Winners Cup champions 
thank ed Zola, in thS 58th 
minute, and Branca’s 82nd 
minute penalty to keep them 
just ahead of AS Rome on 
goals scored as both have a 
similar goal difference. 

An Abel Balbo strike 
against Sampdoria kept AS 
Roma hot on the heels of 
Parma. In the only gbal of the 
match, Argentina striker Bal- 
bo struck home a 53rd minute 
goal against the Italian Cup 
winners. 

And third-placed. Juventus 
would have to win by a four- 
goal margin at home to Inter 
Milan in a match which was 
to be held late Sunday to 
eclipse the leading two. 

European Cup champions 
AC Milan got bade to win- 
ning ways after fesfc vveek’s 
defeat by Cremonese. Marco 
Simone found the target five 


minutes after the break fora 


1-0 victory over-Brescia. 
Fioren tina’s Gabriel Batis- 


tuta found the net in their 1-1 
draw at home to Lazio — hs 
sixth goal of the season. 

Basement dub Padua bad 
to fig ht hard for their first 
point of the season to lift 
them above Reggjana. who 
fell 3-1 at Genoa. 

Two goals from Colombian 
Freddy Rincon and a further 
from Massimo Agostini put 
Napoli firmly in the driving 
seat as Padua, who scored 
with Damiano Longhi, 
trailed 3-1 with just six mi- 
nutes left. 

But Filippo Maniero 
scored two goals in as many 
minutes for a 3-3 draw to the 
relief of Padua's joint 
coaches Mauro Sandriam" and 
Gino S ta echini - 

Mid-table sides Bari and 
Cagliari could only play out a 
goalless draw, and Foggia 
won 2-1 at Cremonese with 
goals from Obertian 


Biagioni, Igor Kolyvanov, 
and Nicolo Sdacca. 


Swedish referee says 
he saw bottle hit 


Salzburg goalkeeper 


MILAN (R) — Swedish re- 
feree Leif Stmdell has con- 


firmed he saw Salzburg goal- 
keeper Otto Konrad hit on 
die head by a water bottle 
during tbe Austrian club’s 
champions’ league defeat by 
AC Milan Wednesday. 

“Straight after tbe 
(Giovanni) Stroppa goal, two 
half-litre plastic Domes con- 
taining mineral water phis a 
liqueur bottle rained down on- 
.to die pitch,” Sundell was 
.quoted as telling La Stampa 
newspaper. 

“One of the (water) bot- 
tles. not full almost, hit the 
goalkeeper Konrad on the 
head. There was no blood 
and I'm not a doctor. I took 
note of the incident,” he said. 

Konrad was struck on the 
head by the bottle thrown 
from the crowd after Euro- 
pean champions Milan 
opened the scoring in tbe 
40th minute. 

He was substituted after 
Milan went 2-0 ahead in tbe 
59th minute — half an hour 
after he was hit — and spent 
the night under <obforvation 
in hospital. 

UEFA has said the cham- 
pions' league Group D 
match, won 3-0 by the Ita- 
lians, could be awarded as a 
forfeit 3-0 win by its disciplin- 
ary committee or the match 
could be replayed. 

The disciplinary committee 
will meet Oct. 6 to he&r the 
Austrians* appeal over the 
incident. 

Milan officials are dubious 
about the extent of Konrad’s 
injuries. Coach Fabio Capel- 
lo has said UEFA should 
consider disciplining him for 
feigning injuiy. 


Konrad rejected sugges- 
tions that he had been play 
acting. 

“I know what Milan are 
saying — that if I had been 
groggy how could I have 
made those saves from 
(Ruud) Gullit and (Demet- 
rio) Albertini,” he told La 
Stampa. 

“It’s simple. At that point I 
still felt fine. It was after- 
wards that I lost it. I asked 
for the physio and doctor to 
come on. When the referee 
refused I went off,” he said. 

“In the dressing rooms my 
head was spinning and I vo- 
mited.'* 


Italian media reports said 
Konrad left Milan’s San Car- 
lo Hospital in a wheelchair 
■Thursday and was flown- 
home in an air amubulance. 
However, tests at the hospital 
had revealed no serious dam- 


age. 

Should the Salzburg pro- 
test be upheld, precedents 
suggest UEFA would prob- 
ably order a replay al a neut- 
ral stadium. 


In 1984 UEFA .ordered the 
replay of a Cup Winners’ Cup 
match between Celtic of 
Scotland and Rapid Vienna, 
then managed by present 
Salzburg tramer Otto Baric, 
after Austrian player Rudi 
Weinhofer was injured by a 
coin thrown by Scottish fens. 

In 1971 Internazionale 
Milan were granted a replay 
after a 7-1 European Cup 
defeat by Borussia Moen- 
chengladbach in Germany 
because striker Roberto 
Boninsegna was hit by a bot- 
tle. Inter earned a 0-0 draw in 
the replay and went through. 


FOR RENT 


First floor house, furnished, suitable for an embassy or family. 
Located in Jabal Amman, Fourth Circle, near the Kuwaiti 
embassy. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, one main room, 
study, main hall open to a dining hall, with access to a spacious 
veranda. Kitchen with access to a veranda overlooking a garden, 
separate garage, separate entrance, big garden. 

Call TeL 676885 

Fran 10 a.m. until 7 p.rru, for three days 


(OWNER £5 LEAVING THE COUNTRY) 


☆ Furnished super deluxe and new flat on the ground 
floor Consisting of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 large 
salons, with a dining room, 2 sitting rooms, new and 
fully equipped kitchen, garage, separate entrance, 
large outdoor veranda, with small garden located at 
Um Uthaina 

Call tel: 824015 


FOB SALE 

BY SEALED ENVELOPE 

Chevrolet Caprice 1990, full options, 


customs duty unpaid. 

For further information pis call: 
Mr. Mahmoud Is sa Absh, Cana- 
dian Embassy, TeL 666124 from 
8:30 a.m. through 3:30 p.m. 
Deadline for receiving offers is 
2:00 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 6, 1994. 


TOLET 

Semi- villa (one story) 

Furnished or untarnished 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, living, dining 
rooms (open area), 3 verandas, modem kitch- 
en, garden, garage (two cars), separate 
central-heating, two independent entrances 
telephone. - ‘ 

Location: Al Rabia - behind Chinese Embassv 

Please call 676892 & 678039 * 
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Bulgaria, Canada, Germany, South Korea 
advance at Volleyball World Championship 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
The United States late Satur- 
day beat Brazil, the world's 
top ranked team, in a day 
marked by surprising upsets 
at 13th volleyball men's 
world championship. 

. The seventh ranking U.S. 
took the Brazilians to five 
sets 3-2 (15-12, 15-9. 9-15, 
10-15, 15-12) to place at tbe 
top. of Group B. They were 
followed by Brazil, Germany 
and Argentina, which was 
eliminated. 

“It was a gutsy effort and a 
hard -fought game. I'm hap- 
py. 1 think it’s a great win for 
our team and gives us more 
confidence and momentum 
into the next round. But 
there is alot of play left,” said 
U.S. coach Frederick Sturm. - 

Cuba also defeated . Hol- 


land 3-0 (15-12, 15-13, 16-14) 
to lead Group D. It was 
followed by Holland, South 
Korea and Sweden. 

Earlier Japan defeated de- 
fending champion Italy and 
Greece defeated Russia in 
the other two upsets. 

Tbe International Vol- 
leyball Federation said that 
Japan's 15-4, 17-15, 9-15, 14- 
■16, 17-15 Group C victory 
advanced it to the next round 
and eliminated China. 

After (he preliminary 


in the last world cham- 
pionship, held in Brazil in 
1990. 

Greece had the advantage 
of a packed stadium of 
16,000, the largest crowd so 
far at the championship. 
Greece finished the prelimin- 
ary round atop Group A fol- 
lowed by Russia, Canada and 
Algeria. 

“From now on our team 
will be -very dangerous be- 
cause we are .no longer ner- 
vous.” Greece's Cuban coach 


round, Italy led Group C . Gilberto Herrera said. 


followed by Bulgaria, Japan 
and China. 

In the day's other upset. 
13rh-ranked Greece defeated 
sixth-ranked Russia 8-15, 15 - 
13, 4-15, 15-12, 15-13 m 
Group A. The Soviet Union 
finished with a bronze medal 


WBC welterweight champ 
Whitaker outfights McGin 


NORFOLK, Virginia (AFP) punches. McGin landed just 
— WBC welterweight chain- 59 of 230 jabs and 95 of 274 
pion PerneD Whitaker got up power punches. - 
horn a second-round knock- “He was the better man,” 
down and pat on a brilliant said McGirt, a- 30-year-old 
display of boxing to beat New Yorker. “He (fid what 
Buddy McGin Before his he. had to do.” 
home crowd at the Scope McGin lost the 147-pound 
here Saturday ni g ht, tide to Whitaker in March 

The judges Chuck Giam- last year when be fought with 
pa, Rudy Ortega and Steve a left shoulder injury. 
Wdsfeld scored it 117-113, *1 just took the left hook 

118-112, 117-110, all for Whi- away from him. I'm not going 


taker. 

Computer analysis showed 
Whitaker, 30, landed 163 of 
460 jabs and 167 of 348 power 


to give him any excuses this 
time;” Whitaker said. ‘Tin 
sure be was in better'shape 
this tinnft around. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITHOMAA SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

1 1993 Tiaun* Mitfcd Sin.cn W 


CAUGHT IN THE END 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 

* A Q4 3 

“7 64 

K 9 8 .3 
• *J2 

WEST EAST 

#96 #8 

7 Q J 10 8 7 9 3 2 

6 J 10 7_4 

♦ Q 10 8 6 5 3# A K 9 7 4 

SOUTH 

* K J 10 7 6 2 

~ A K 5 

A Q 5 2 

* Void . 

Tbe bidding; 

. South West North East 

: 1 # Pass 3 # Pass 

6 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Queen of ' 

How would you rate your pros- 
pects of making sis spades after 
West leads the queen of hearts? The 
odds on a 3-2 diamond break are 
almost 68 percent, but is that your 
only chance? Would you believe us 
that, barring some completely wild 
distribution and no matter what the 
I lie of the diamond suit, you can 
claim your contract? 

North's three-spade response was 
a limit raise. Rather than get in- 
volved in a super- scientific auction. 
South took the plunge via a simple, 
'direct and practical course. 


Against six spades West elected 
to lead the top of the heart sequence 
rather than the long suit- Declarer 
won, crossed to the queen of spades 
to ruff a -club, then returned to the 
ace of spades- inthe process drawing 
the last of the enemy's fangs, to ruff 
another cJuh. 

Next, declarer cashed the ace of 
diamonds to complete the ground- 
work for anendplay. ] r was executed 
bv playing off the remaining high 
heart and then exiting with a heart. 

Declarer did not mind which de- 
fender took the trick. If the player 
who wins the heart started with two 
or three diamonds, there never was 
a problem. If that defender began 
with a singleton diamond, declarer 
would receive a rufT-and-sluff. 

Whet if the player who wins the 
bean has all three remaining dia- 
monds? That opponent has differ- 
ent losing options. A low diamond 
will be won on the table with the 
eight and an exit with an honor is 
equally futile. Declarer simply lets 
that run around to fourth hand. 
Should the other defender follow 
the suit is breaking. If the other 
defender shows out. South has a 
marked finesse for the remaining 
diamond honor. Either way declarer 
loses only a heart trick. 


One bedroom apartment for rent wrfft sitting and dining 
room, kitchen and large terrace overlooking a garden, 
garage and private entrance, centraHy heated and fidy 
furnished, Telephone available. 

Location between 6th & 7th Circles. | 


The four group winners all 
advance to the quarterfinals 
while the next two in each of 
the groups advance to a play- 
off round. Each of the group 
winners face one of the other 
group winners following a 
blind draw for quarterfinal 

Robinson 
holds on to 
WBO title 

CARDIFF, Wales (AP) — 
Steve 'Robinson stunned 
Duke McKenzie with a left 
hook to the ribs in the ninth 
round to score a knockout 
and hold on to his World 
Boxing Organisation (WBO) 
featherweight tide Saturday 
and stop his opponent win- 
ning a fourth title at different 
weights. 

The short left had McKen- 
zie sinking to the floor 10 
seconds from the end of the 
round just as the challenger 
looked like getting on top of 
the fight at Cardiff Ice Rink. 

McKenzie, former holder 
of world titles at feath- 
erweight, bantamweight and 
super-bantamweight, was 
outpunched in tne early 
stages by the Welshman, 
making his fourth defence, 
but appeared to be getting on 
top at the time of the knock- 
down. 

The two fighters were slug- 
ging it out in the centre of the 
ring when Robinson (125'/5* 
pounds, 56.48 kilos) pro- 
duced a short left that had 
McKenzie (125 pounds. 56.25 
kilos) sagging to the floor. 

The London-born fighter 
foiled to make the count. 

“It’s no good crying, 
Robinson is the number one 
and it's all about winning,” 
said McKenzie, former IBF 
flyweight and WBO bantam 
and super-bantam champions 
during a 41-fight career. 

Robinson now is 19-9-1 
and McKenzie is 36-5-0. 

In a non-title fight on the 
same card,' British fighter 
Richie Wenton was stopped 
in the fifth round by country- 
man Neil Swain 


seeding. 

Each second-place team 
faces a third-place team with 
rbe winners advancing to the 
quarterfinals. 

Earlier in the day, under- 
dog Canada scored its first 
victory, blanking Algeria and 
advancing to the playoff 
round. 

Canada defeated the Alge- 
rians 15-10. 15-11, 15-4 to 
eliminate the North African 
team from contention. 

“We were overwhelmed by 
the fear of defeat, rather than 
the desire to win,” Canada 
coach Cement Lemieux said. 

Group B's Germany also 
advanced to the playoff 
round with a 16-14, 4-15, 
15-8, 15-6 victory over 
Argentina. Before and nearly 
the mid -ranked Argentines 



Jana Novotna 


Novotna captures 
Leipzig tennis title 


LEIPZIG, Germany (R) — 
■ Jana Novotna ended a sequ- 
ence of three consecutive de- 
feats in the Leipzing 
Women’s Grand Prix tennis 
final by lifting the title on her 
26th birthday Sunday. 

Second-seeded Novotna of 
the Czech Republic beat top 
seed Mary Pierce of France 
7-5, 6-1 in 86 minutes, having 
lost in the final to Steffi Graf 
in each of the previous three 


years. 

Greeted on court by a 
“happy birthday" chorus, 
Novotna made a shaky start. 
She soon trailed 34) and was 
5-2 down before she pulled 
her game round. 

Pierce, world ranked fifth, 
opened with powerful ground 
strokes to the baseline but 
found herself having trouble 
once Novotna regained her 
pace and began to dominate 
tbe net. 


Eltingh beats Olhovskiy 
to win Malaysian Open 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Jacco Eltingh of the Nether- 
lands picked up his second 
ATP title of the year when he . 
defeated Andrei Olhovskiy 
of Russia 7-6 (7-1) 2-6 64 in 
the final of the $400,000 
Malaysian Open Sunday. 

Eltingh, whose first ATP 
success this year was when he 


won tne OTB Inter na tional 
Tennis Open at the end of 
August in Schenectady, New 
York, boosted his bank ba- 
lance by $54,000 Sunday 
while Olhovskiy collected 
$31,800. 

But Olhovskiy recovered 
from that setback to take the 
second set 6-2, setting up the 
■ decider. 


Sheikh Mohammad wins 
Arc de Triomphe at last 


had put up a good showing 
and nearly upset Brazil 
Thursday before suffering a 
second defeat against the Un- 
ited States Friday. 

“We are very happy that 
yve won and can play in the 
elimination round," German 
' captain Rene Hecht said. 

In Group D, South Korea 
eliminated Sweden 15-7, 15- 
7, 6-15, 9-15, 15-7 and Bul- 
garia beat China 15-10, 15- 
11, 15-8 in Group C. 

Groups A and B played in 
Athens while C and D played 
in the Northern city of Salo- 
nica. 

The last world cham- 
pionship was held in Brazil in 
1990, with Italy beating Cuba 
3-1 in the final. The Soviet 
Union was third, followed by 
Brazil. 


PARIS (R) — Top owner 
Sheikh Mohammad of Dubai 
clinched one of the few glit- 
tering prizes in horse racing 
to escape him when the fast- 
improving Carnegie won the 
Prix de L’Arc de Triomphe 
Sunday. 

After 12 previous failures 
in the race, the sheikh went 
to war with four runners and 
the strategy paid off hand- 
somely. 

Winning trainer Andre 
Fabre, twice successful be- 
fore. had five runners and 
ended up with first, third and 
fifth. 

In an exciting finish, Car- 
negie, ridden by Thierry Jar- 
net, held on by a short neck 
from 1993 French Derby win- 
ner "Hernando. the mount of 
' Cash Asmussen. Apple Tree, 
ridden by John Reid, was a 
close third, half a length be- 
hind the runner-up. * 

Jamet, who won the 1992 
Arc on Subotica, was at his 
brilliant best on Carnegie, 
j conjuring the last reserves 
out of the winner in a memor- 
able battle to the line. 

Carnegie had been strongly 
fancied in France for the last 
three weeks since his im- 


pressive win over the course 
and 2.4 km distance in the 
Prix Niel, an important Arc 
trial. 

He looked to be improving 
at just the right time and so it 
proved Sunday, to the delight 
of many in the huge Long- 
champ crowd. 

Jarnex had a choice of 
mounts and his judgement 
proved unerring with Carne- 
gie -Jiffing the 5750.000 first 
prize for the sheikh.. 

The English-trained run- 
ners were largely a dis- 
appointment, Ezzoud doing 
best to finish a close-up 
fourth under Walter Swin- 
bum. 

But Swinbum received a 
four-day suspension after 
Ezzoud was judged ro have 
interfered with Apple Tree 
inside the final furlong. 
Reid's mount was squeezed 
for room on the rail. 

Ezzoud also did no favours 
to the prospects of Millkom 
down at the start when 
lashing out with his hind legs 
and kicking Millkom who had 
been rearing up, upsetting 
Ezzoud. 

Millkom, trained in the 
Provinces, had won all his 


previous 10 races but the 
blow from Ezzoud vimiillv 
ruined his chances. 

Trainer Ian Balding, near 
to tears, said: "It has been 
terribly worrying to bring - her 
back from the York disaster. 

“But this has always been 
her time of year. She does 
well in the autumn and looks 
back to her best." 

Owner Jeff Smith skid: 
“She goes to America ' for 
sure. 

“The French were wonder- 
ful today. They let us do what 
we liked and she did one 
circuit of the parade ring 
and walked ^to the start. All 
they wanted'was Lochsong in 
the race.” 

Earlier Sunday, sprint 
queen Lochsong, whose 
crown was knocked sideways 
on her last outing, was res- 
tored to her former glory, at 
Longchamp. 

The brilliant mare won 
Europe’s top sprint race, .the 
Prix de l’Abbaye. for the 
second year in succession. 

Last year she had. -six 
lengths to spare. On Sunday 
the margin was five lengths 
but she was iust as.imoress- 
.ive. 


THE AL-HUSSEIN 
SOCIETY FOR THE ; 
REHABILITATION OF 
THE PHYSICALLY 
HANDICAPPED 

wishes to express its gratitude to 
Marriott Hotel and all its employees- 
for sponsoring and organising the: 
September 29 Train Ride and Dinner,: 
Party at the Dabha fortress. 

Thanks to the enthusiasm and complete ; 
commitment of the Marriott staff, the/ 
.“desert soiree” was the same great - 
success as it has been in previous years. ■' 
From the children of Al-Hussein Society, : 
heartfelt thanks to all of you. 


FOR RENT IN 
SHMEISANI 

A- ground floor of a two- floor villa, 327 m 2 , 3 
bedrooms, one master, with built-in cabinets, 3 
bathrooms, open space for 2 salons and 
dining, a large sitting room with built-in library, 
separate entrance and garden, telephone. 
Please call 693303 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Fourth Circle, ground floor, 2 bedrooms, 
dining room, sitting room, ' living room, 
closed veranda, separate garden, garage, 
telephone, central heating, solar system. 

Pis. call 642786 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mitsubishi Colt GLX 
Duty Unpaid 

1989 (White) 

In good condition, with air-conditioning, 
sunroof, electric windows, stereo radio, 
56.000kms. 

- • Telephone 669215 


IE COVrfi' 


A&SP-.V 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES 
WgIPF CO LTD 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 

N0.31F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender 
No. 31F/94 (For the Supply, of (One Unit 
Heavy Duty Industrial Vacuum Loader 

Thick). ...... 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until 2:00 pm local time Tuesday 
.18th October 1994, application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of JD(30) for- each set of 
tender documents. ^ 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 
12:00 hours local time Monday 31st, Octo- 
ber 1994. ^ . . 

Sameh Madanf 

Managing Director 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


CARLITO’S WAV 

:*A shows; 12-JO, 3-30, 6:15, 8-JO. 10:45 

(j, Friday for children. 


Cinema 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE NUNES 
COLTD 


ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 

N0.28F/94 

JPMC announces the invitation to Tender 
No. 28F/94 (For the Supply, Supervision of 
Erection and Commissioning of (9) Units (50) 
Tons Rear Dump Truck for Eshidya Mine). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until 2:00 p.m. local time Thursday 
20th October 1994, application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of JD(200) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 
12:00 hours local time Wednesday 30th 
November 1994.' 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


MAurice N. Akkawi dsons. 

■ I.MKl.s I ASI IK >\ 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


i Tel.: 677420 

COMCORP 

CONCORD “1” 


The Care Bears 

at 11:00 a,m. 


SPANISH ROSE 


Shows:- 12:30. 3 JO. 5:00. 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12-30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15, 1030 

CONCORD “2” 

- SLEEPWALKERS 

Shows: 3:15, 5:15 



A '■ 

\ < o>, • 


^ ^ Louis Feraud j 


valentino 

BOUTIQUE 


ungano 

J. Ai-imar, - fi.w ;t b'.: 5«-. ; VK» / -i mmo n_ jur ci.'in . 


Horn u i i; 


Annr.)0;rni'ii.-ri,ijl center _ lJm u therms , 
1 « -I 864 721 


Tel.: -618274 - 618275 

AMMOUM THEATRE i 

Cinema and Theatre 

Presents the political comedy: 

Legal Evening Entertainment 

Starring: Abeer Issa Daoud Jalajel, 

Hassan A1 Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call id: 618274-618275 


Tel.: 675571 

Hahn A1 MashiniTheatre 

Today & Everyday 

Abu Awwad in social com- 
edy 

“PUNCTURED 


Nabit & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAM THEATRE 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

A1 Salam Ya Salam . 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatre's holiday. ' 
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News 


U.S. forces to target 


Haiti shadowy gunmen 


PORT-AU-PRINCE (Agen- 
cies) — U.S. forces in Haiti 
'will turn their attention this 
week to disarming the sha- 
dowy paramilitary units that 
have dogged their efforts at 
restoring stability, U.S. offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

. U.S. embassy spokesman 
Stanley Schrager said that the 
weaponry would be rooted 
out “in an aggressive way/* 
but would give no further 
details of the operation. 

- U.S. officials and mili tary 

officers have grown in- 
creasingly concerned that 
. what they deemed to have 
been a relatively efficient op- 
eration in Haiti was being 
-overshadowed by graphic 
media coverage of the vio- 
lence. 


ger said. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton's Chief of Staff 
Leon Panetta said: “We are 
going to be a little more 
aggressive about insuring that 


we try to push the policies to 
Haiti 


And past links between the 
paramilitary gunmen and the 
Haitian police cast doubt on 
the ability or willingness of 
the local security forces to 
-control the situation. 

A grenade attack on a 
i. crowd of supporters of exiled 
.President Jean-Bertrand 
- Aristide Thursday and a vi- 
rtious street battle between 
: pro and anti-Aristide factions 
■Friday left at least 12 people 
dead and scores wounded. 

The bloodshed drew critic- 
ism that the 20,000-strong 
; U.S. operation to restore 
democracy in Haiti was fail- 
ing to do its job either 
.through indifference or fear 
:of the political fallout from 
U.S. fatalities. 


The main protagonists of 
/the violence are believed to 
-Joe hundreds of “attaches," 
^paramilitary units closely 
lassodated with the Haitian 
■.army and police, and mili- 
tants of the pro-military 
Front for Advancement and 
Progress in Haiti (FRAPH). 

“FRAPH is an illegal par- 
ity, anti-democratic, that fo- 
ments violence/' Mr. Schra- 


get die Haitians to disarm 
those military factions that 
are still out there." 

Mr. Panetta -told CBS 
Television: “The effort is 
really going to be aimed at 
working with the Haitians to 
do that, to ensure that they 
are pursuing a much more 
aggressive policy about dis- 
arming/' He did not provide 
further details. 

Senator Christopher 
Dodd, who has just returned 
to the United States from 
Haiti, told CBS Television’s 
“Face the Nation” that U.S. 
troops would disarm para- 
military groups and take their 
leaders into custody. 

“They'd like to do it work- 
ing with the Haitian armed- 
forces because they want to 
work with some of these re- 
sponsible elements ... but if 
that doesn't work out they're 
going to disarm them one 
way or another," he said. 

Mr. Dodd said there was 
no need to detain every para- 
military member because “if 
you can get the top people 
and isolate them... the struc- 
ture falls apart.” 

U.S. soldiers disarmed 
Haiti's small naval base and 
seized private cadres of aims 
in the area west of the capital 
Saturday. 

Also Saturday, U.S. sol- 
diers took dozens of shotguns 
and other firearms from a 
food warehouse belonging to 
a pro-army businessman after 
private guards there fired re- 
peatedly on hundreds of 
would-be looters gathering 
outside. Seven people, in- 
cluding two children, were 
wounded by the gunfire. 

The arms seized at the 


Admiral Kfllick naval base 
included semi-automatic 
weapons and machine-guns. 
Reporters saw soldiers search 
seven private locations, but 
U.S. military spokesmen said 
they did not have any in- 
formation on other seizures. 

The U.S. soldiers, in Sher- 
idan tanks, met no resistance, 
said U.S. Navy Lieutenant 
Mark McCaffrey. 

“We’re just trying to make 
a stable environment out 
there for the future of Aris- 
tide/’ Lt. McCaffrey told the 
Associated Press. 

' The ( naval base recently 
had been used as a training 
centre for pro-army militias. 
Lt. MacCaffrey said Amer- 
ican soldiers confiscated 119 
M-l rifles, three M-60 
machine guns. 11 other machme- 
guns, 11 assault 
weapons, 39 bolt-action or 
recoilless rifles, 13 cases of 
tear-gas grenades and four 
cases of ammunition. 


Unlike the regular army 
and police, Haiti’s poorly 


equipped navy, which has ab- 
out 165 sail 


> sailors, usually is not 
involved in repression. 

The Killick base is named 
after a Haitian admiral who 
in 1902 blew himself up in his 
ship to avoid turning the ves-. 
sel over to a German gunboat 
which had demanded its sur- 
render. When U.S. troops 
invaded Haiti in 1915, the 
first wave landed at the Bizo- 
ton base. 


Local radio reported that 
American soldiers took 
sacks, possibly containing 
weapons, from a hotel. The 
Hotel Voyager is owned by a 
paramilitary trainer and 
member of army chief Raoul 
Cedras’ private “Ninja” 
security force. The man was 
detained by American troops 
Friday. The car he was riding 
in was full of automatic 
weapons and chargers. 


Egyptian police seize 
opposition party HQ 


party'! 
led A 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyp^ 
tian police seized control of 
the Cairo headquarters of the 
Islamic opposition party A1 
Ahrar on Sunday after a long 
legal battle to evict it from 
the building. 

Four journalists from the 
y's mouthpiece, also cal- 
A1 Ahrar housed on the 
fourth floor of the building, 
were arrested, eyewitness 
Gama] Abdul Aziz from the 
Centre for Human Rights 
and Legal Aid told AFP. 

Police aimed with tear-gas 
surrounded the building in 
the morning, and later re- 
moved furniture and air- 
conditioners from the party’s 
fifth floor offices, according 
to Abdul Aziz. * 

• The eviction case began 
nine years ago when the own- 
er, Abul Anein Abdul 
Meguid, sned to evict tire 
party. After drawn-out legal 
proceedings, the pany’s 
appeal was finally rejected on 
Sunday. 

Police had surrounded the 
building before the court 
ruled its verdict, Zakaria 
Khidr, A1 Ahrar’s news edi- 
tor said. 

During a standoff between 
journalists and security forces 
which lasted more than three' 
hours about 150 people were 
trapped in the two floors, 
according to Mr. Abdul Aziz, 
and other A1 Ahrar journal- 
ists. 

The tear-gas was not used 
but both sides hurled abuse. 

AFP correspondents saw 
police drag off journalist Ihab 
Abdul Sattar and put him in a 
police truck. 

.Journalists threw out hun- 
dreds of copies of the paper 
onto the police forces below, 
shouting “long live Mustafa 
Bakri,” the paper’s editor-in- 
chief. 

".State security forces de- 
tained Mr. Bakri two weeks 
ago and interrogated him 
over his paper’s attacks on 
die U.N. world population 


conference, and also articles 
attacking Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait, two of Egypt’s allies, 
in favour of Iran and Iraq. 

He was released on bail, 
but charged with disseminat- 
ing false information thre- 
atening state security and its 
relations with friendly coun- 
tries. 

Fifteen journalists from the 
parry newspaper A1 Ahrar, 
which has offices in the same 
building, said they were 
going on hunger strike after 
eight of their colleagues were 
arrested for staging a protest 
in the party premises. 

The libera] party occupied 
three flats while its newspap- 
er has three other flats in the 
same building. 


Juvenile detention 


The Egyptian organisation 
for Human Rights said Sun- 
day that at least 28 juveniles 
were being held in an adult 
prison in southern Egypt and 
that some claimed they were 
tortured. 


It urged the government to 
move the boys, most aged 15 
to 17 but one who is just 12, 
to juvenile institutions and to 
try them or release them. It 
noted keeping juveniles in an ' 
adult prison violates interna- 
tional conventions and Egyp- 
tian law. 


Spokesmen at the interior 
ministry, which is responsible 
for internal security, were not 
available for comment. In the 
past, Egyptian officials have 
refused to comment on re- 
ports by the Egyptian group, 
which it says has no official 
standing. 

The organisation, an inde- 
pendent group that monitors 
human rights abuses, said in a 
statement that the youths had 
been detained on charges 
ranging from spying on pouice 
to. membership in the out- 
lawed A1 Gamaa fid Isla- 
miyah. 



• Variety cffntenuuimuUPrcaucts. 

• Smpitses and Valuable Gifts, 
Special Prices. 


EVERYTHING is NEW in 

AL-FARIP 




Former 
FIS leader 
to head 
armed 


group 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
former leading member of 
the banned Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), Mohammad 
Said, has been named head of 
the Armed Islamic Group, 
the organisation that has 
claimed several killings of 
foreigners, a GIA statement 
said Sunday. 

Said takes over from Cher- 
if Gousmi, also known as 
Abu Abdullah Ahmad, who 
was killed by Algerian secur- 
ity forces last Sunday. 

The text, signed by Gons- 
mi’s deputy Djamel Zitouni, 
said the GIA would continue 
on “the path of jihad (holy 
war) and martyrdom” until it 
brought about the “establish- 
ment of the law of God.” 

Mr. Zitouni, a member of 
the notorious “death 
falange," will remain as de- 
puty leader under Said, the 
statement said. 

It confirmed the official 
announcement of Gousmi’s 
death “in a clash with the 


impious enemy," referring to 
wlgerian security forces 
ider the present military 


Algerian security forces 
unt 
regime. 

A former teacher of litera- 
ture from the predominantly 
Berber Kabylia region. Said 
— real name Lounes Bel- 
kaccmi — joined the GIA in 
May and was named head of 
the GIA “caliphate.” or gov- 
ernment. 

During the 1980s Said 
preached as an imam at the 
A1 Akram Mosque in 
Algiers. He replaced FIS 
President Abassi Madam af- 
ter his arrest in June 1991, 
and was himself arrested and 
held for a few months by the 
Algerian authorities. 

In December 1991 he was 
elected to parliament for the 
FIS in the first round of 
elections that the government 
subsequently annulled. Until 
the annulment he was gener- 
ally seen as a moderate, in 
favour of non-violence. 

His defection to the GIA 
was confirmed by the FIS in 
July. 

The choice of Said to head 
the GIA was seen as express- 
ing the organisation’s inten- 
tion to share out responsibili- 
ties between a “political" 
leader. Said, and a “military” 
chief, the 26-yeaT-old 
Zitouni. 

Mr. Zitouni was seen as 
the organiser of the Aug. 3 
attack in the ‘Ain Allah dis- 
trict of Algiers in which five 
Frenchmen — three gen- 
darmes and two consular offi- 
cials — were killed. 
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Jordan in 
Asian 
Games in 
Hiroshima 


HER ROYAL Highness 
Princess Haya Bint A1 
Hussein leads the Jorda- 
nian team carrying the 
Kingdom’s flag during 
the opening ceremony of 
the 12 th Asian Games in 
Hiroshima, Japan, on 
Sunday. 

Princess Haya, . who 
has* made her mark in 
sports in the Arab 
World, is talcing part, in 
the equestrian events of 
the Asian. Games in 
Hiroshima. 

Nearly 8,000 students, 
musicians and .dancers 
took part in the opening 
ceremony of the Hiroshi- 
ma event, the biggest and 
most impressive Asian 
Games in history (Asian 
Games launched as 
Hiroshima pleads for 
peace, page 10) (AFP 
photo) 



International fertiliser 


conference opened 


AMMAN (J.TJ — Industry 
and Trade Minister Rima 


Khalaf Huneidi said Sunday 
that Jordan had sufficient 
phosphate and potash to 
supply a large number of 
nations with their needs of 
fertilisers. 


Over die past decade die 
Kingdom has worked hard in 
developing its fertiliser indus- 
try and has achieved major 
successes in this regard, said 
Dr. Huneidi at the opening of 
the 25th meeting by die Inter- 
national Fertiliser Industry 
Association (EFA) in Am- 
man. 


The conference, which is 
attended by delegates from 
40 nations, also involves the 
participation of regional and 
international organisations. 

Jordan is striving to lay the 
foundation of a strategy 
based on dose cooperation 
with friendly nations in pro- 
duction and distribution of 
fertilisers in world markets, 
said Dr. Huneidi, who was 


The fertiliser industry was 
adversely affected by political 
and economic changes 
around the world in the past 
decade, but this industry is 
expected to floursih in the 
coming stage in view of the 
need for food production to 
suffice the evergrowing world 
population — forecast to be 
8.5 billion tonnes by the year 
2030 — said the minister. 

Sameh Madani, Chairman 
of the Jordan Fertiliser In- 
dustry Coordination Com- 
mittee, addressed the meet- 
ing outlining phosphate pro- 
duction in Jordan as far back 
as 1930. 

Mr. Madani, who is also 
director general of the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC), told the audience 
that Jordanian phosphate — 
mostly mined at Al Hassa 
and Abiad Mines -r- was of 


standing in for His Royal 
“ Has- 


Highness Crown Prince 
san at the meeting. 


very 

He noted that the Stndieh 
mine, which is being de- 
veloped at present, was ex- 
pected to produce 3.25 mil- 
lion tonnes annually by the 
year 1995 and six million in 
1998. 


PNA says all Awqaf 
staff under its control 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
now views all employees of 
Islamic holy sites and institu- 
tions as coming under its. 
jurisdiction, a Palestinian" 
official said on Sunday. 

Palestinian sources said the 
decision about control of em- 
ployees of the Awqaf (Isla- 
mic) endowments), taken on 
Saturday, included those 
working in East Jerusalem. 

Jordan last month said it 
was relinquishing control of 
Muslim holy sites and endow- 
ments in tlie West Bank but 
keeping control of those in 
Jerusalem, where it has play- 
ed special historical role. 

A high-level Palestinian 
delegation is due to visit Jor- 
dan this week to discuss Jeru- 
salem and other issues. 

“The decision now in- 


cludes all exployees,” Sheikh 
fahboub, appointed 


Hassan Tam 

by the Palestinian National 
Authority to supervise Mus- 
lim holy rites, told Reuters. 

Adnan A1 Husseini, head 
of the Awqaf department in 
Jerusalem, was not im- 


mediately available for com- 
ment Employees in bis office 
said they could not comment 
on whether they were now 
administered. by Jordan or 

the Palestinian authority. 

The Islamic endowments in 
the West Bank employ a total 
of 2,400 officials, including 
judges in Islamic ^Shari'a 
courts and teachers in Islamic 
schools. 

At least 40 officials work in 
Islamic courts in Jerusalem. 

The Jerusalem-based AI 
Quds newspaper on Sunday 

n ed Mohammad Abu Sir- 
fa, a senior official for 
Islamic affairs in the Palesti- 
nian authority, urging offi- 
cials not to hand over then- 
seals Of Office tO Jor danian 
appointed officials in Jeru- 
salem. 

Mr. Sirdanah said a 
“Charge d’affaires” for the 
Jordanian Awqaf in Jeru- 
salem had asked all' judges 
and clergy to hand over their 
seals as from Oct. 1. 

But he said this would crip- 
ple the work of the Islamic 
courts and damage public in- 
terest. 



Saudi cleric bans dissident statements 


IAF names Akaileh for speakership 


DUBAI (R) — A leading Saudi Arabian preacher on 
Sunday issued a religious edict against the publishing of 
statements by a London-based Saudi opposition group. 
Sheikh Abdullah Ben Abdul Rahman Al Jibrin, a member 
of Saudi Arabia's Committee of Religious Edicts, said 
statements by Mohammad Al Masaari should “not be 
distributed or published in any way." Mr. Masaari is a 
leader of the banned Committee for the- Defence of 
Legitimate Rights in Saudi Arabia (CDLR) which was set 
up in 1993 by ultra-conservative Saudi religious figures and 
was declared illegal by Saudi religious leaders. The CDLR 
statements are all signed by Mr. Masaari, a physics 
professor who the group says spent six months in detention 

in Cllirfi A mKin UaCism a T 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Islamic Action From (IAF) on 
Sunday nominated Abdullah Akaileh as its candidate for 
speakership of the Lower House of Parliament, spokesman 
for the IAF said Sunday. 


Gulf Air to resume Bombay flights 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain-based Gulf Air said on Sunday 
it would resume flights to and from Bombay hut would use 
Bahrain only as a transit point. “Gulf Air would like to 
announce the reinstatement of its flights between India and 
the rest of the world using Bahrain as a transit point only, 
effective from today,” a company statement said. 


in Saudi Arabia before going to London earlier this year, 
group had said that Shei" 

founders but the sheikh, soon after the group was made 


The 


had said that sheikh Jibrin was one of its Kuwait MP: Islamists are not terrorists 


public, said he did not learn of it until after it was formed. 


3 killed in Egypt as strikers, police dash 


CAIRO (R) — Three people were killed and at least 40 
were wounded on Sunday in clashes between police and 
striking workers in northern Eygpt, security sources said. A 
further 75 people were arrested fdr inciting a riot after the 
unrest in the industrial town of Kafr Al Dawwar, on the 
outskirts of the Mediterranean port city of Alexandria. 
They said. 300 workers at the state-owned spinning and 
weaving company were protesting over pay and working 
hours. Three workers werre killed in the incident and 29 
were hurt. Eleven policemen were also reported injured. 
There were no further details. 


KUWAIT (R) — A Muslim fundamentalist member of 
parliament (MP) has told a Kuwaiti newspaper that local 
Islamists have no ties with Muslim militants elsewhere in 
the Middle East. ‘The only connection between terrorism, 
and Islamic groups is the one made by the Islamists'' 
enemies,” Sunday's Al Watan quoted MP Mubarak Al 
Duwaflah as saying. “We say they should try to pro* 3 some 
of this. We are sure they can’t, because there is no 
evidence/' be said. 


Turkey threatens Greece with war 


Berber rally demands release of singer 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey has threatened Greece with war 
if Athens extends its territorial waters in the Aegean Sea- 
into Turkish territory. Foreign Ministejr Mumtaz Soysal 
said on Sunday. Mr. Soysal said he issued the warning to 
his Greek counterpart, Karolos Papoulias, while both were 
attending the United Nations General Assembly last week. 


ALGIERS (AFP) — More than 100,000 Berber demon- 
strators threatened insurrection Sunday unless suspected 
Islamic fundamentalist kidnappers released singer Lounes 
Matoub, throwing down the gauntlet to extremists. The 
rally was held in the northern Algerian town ofTizi-Ouzou. 
The crowd demanding the release of Mr. Matoub, a 
popular Berber singer, gathereid at the instigation of the 
Berber Cultural Movement (MCBL Outrage at die kidnap- 
ping eclipsed the MCB’s other demand for the recognition 
of the Berber’s Tamazight language. 


Hogg visits Syria to boost trade t|es 


Israelis strafe resistance trails 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — British Foreign Office Minister of 
State Douglas Hogg arrived Sunday in the Syrian capital 
for a three-day visit aimed at bolstering economic ties 
between the two countries. Mr. Hogg was greeted by 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Nasir Kaddur and was 
to meet several ministers during his visit. “This is the third 
time I have been to Syria and the purpose is to continue to 
build up relations between the British and Syrian govern- 1 
ments, and to talk about regional problems/* Mr. Hogg 
said on his arrival. 


SIDON (AP) — Israeli tanks and helicopter gunships 
Masted infiltration trails used by guerrillas Sunday, foiling 
an attack on Israel's self-styled "security zone” in South 
Lebanon, security sources reported. They. said tanks and 
Howitzers pounded one track in the Jabal Al Rafih area in 
Iqlirn Al Tuffafa when a guerrilla squad was sported moving 
towards the Israeli-occupied enclave at 9:30 a.m. (0730 
GMT). The sources said two Cobra helicopters later 
machine-gunned the area and other trails in the highlands 
of Iqlim Ai Tuffafa, a stronghold of Hizbollah. 


Fighting continues in Somali capital 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — Heavy inter-dan fighting con- 


tinued for the second day running on Sunday in the 
southern pan of the Somali capital, U.N. military spokes- 
man Major Rick McDonald announced here. Maj, McDo- 


nald told a press briefing here -that intensive fighting 


erupted again along Madina and Uganda streets south of 
which 


Mogadishu, in 
recoilless rifles were 


rocket propeUed grenades and 
used. 



Hth-hour 
language 
was offered by 
Clinton 


WASHINGTON (AP) —In/ 
an llth-hour settlement offer 
in the- Paula Jones sexual T 
harassment case. President : 

Bill Chnton'conceded that be 

may have met the woman in a ^ 
hotel room and said fae- re- 
gretted "untrue assertions” 
made about her, Ms. Jones’. 
lawyer said Saturday 1 . Joseph" ' 
Carnmarata disclosed the 
draft of a statement -tty Mr. • 
Clinton which the president’s 
lawyer faxed to Ms. Jones 
lawyers last May in an 
attempt to slave off a lawsuit. 
The settlement talks delayed, 
the filing of the lawsuit, but 
negotiations collapsed when 
White House sources woe 

r eed on television as saying 
the delay was due to Ms. 
Jones' not having a case. 
According to Mr. Cammar- 
ata. Mr. Clinton’s draft state- 
ment says: “I do not chal- 
lenge” Ms. Jones’ “claim” 
tha t the two met in a room at 
the Excelsior Hotel in 1991, 
although “I have no recollec- 
tion” of it. “I may veiy well 
have’ met her in the past.” 
“She did not engage in any 
improper or sexual conduct” 
and “I regret the untrue 
assertions which have been 
made about her conduct 
which may have adversely 
challenged her character and 
good name/' it added, 
according to Mr. Caramar- 
ata. It has been known pre- 
viously that Mr. Clinton 
offered a statement to settle 
the matter, but hs terms were 
not known. The New York 
Times magazine first 
obtained the text of the state- 
ment, for a story on Mr. 
Clinton lawyer Robert Ben- 
nett being published Sunday. 
Ms- Jones alleges that while 
she was a state worker 
attending a public function at 
the hotel. Mr. Clinton dis- 
patched a state police officer 
{grsummon her to a room 
trfiere he then suggested she 
engage in a sexual act with 
him. She said she declined. 
Mr. Clinton's supporters 
have suggested Ms. Jones 
made up -the story. 


Mao was ‘a 
ruthless tyrant, 
philanderer’ 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Mao 
Zedong, founder of China’s 
Communist System, 
appeared easy-going but was 
in fact a merciless tyrant and 
philanderer, the late leader's 
personal doctor said in an 
interview published Sunday. 
Dr. Ii, Mao’s personal doc- 
tor from 1955 until the lead- 
er’s death m 1976, currently 
lives in Chicago and has 
made several attacks on Mao 
since moving to the United 
States. “In outer appearance,’ 
Mao was very easygoing... 
but when you stayed longer 
with him, you found that be 
was" a merciless tyrant who 
crushed anybody who dis- 
obyedliim,” he told the New 
York Times. He also said 
Mao was an unprincipled 
ladies’ man who thought an 
active sex life prolonged 
longevity and lured numer- 
ous women to sleep with him 
while at the same not bother- 
ing to get treatment for his‘ 
veneral disease. “If it’s not 
hurting me, then it doesn't 
matter,” he said. The higher 
officials lived like an imperial 
court, decadent, selfish and 
intriguing against one 
another, Dr. Li told the 
Times. “He (Mao) saw ev- 
erybody as a subject, a slave. 
The mistake of those who got 
purged was to see themselves 
as equal to him," Dr. Li said. 
Map ruled China from 1949 


until his death and built 


huge personality cult 


lit up a 
in Chi- 


na, being revered by millions 

taic 
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Tunisia confirm 
Israel move 


of Chinese and still officially 
lauded by the current regime. 
The doctor said that far from 
being a hardworking state 
leader, Mao lived idly, never 
changing out of his dressing 
gown for weeks, unaware of 
time and often summoning 
his doctor after midnight. He 
never baths but ordered his 
bodyguards to wipe him 
down with hot towels, Dr. Li 
said. He also refused to brush - 
his teeth, claiming that “a 
tiger, never brushed his 
te«th- The doctor, whose 
earlier claims in a BBC Tele- 
vision interview that Mao had 

shown a penchant for little ', 

E rls caused a row -between 
’ an d Beijing, has 
published his latest account 
in a book entitled. The Pri- 
vate Life Of Chairman Mao. - 
The Times said U.S. experts 
on the former Chinese reg- - 
lme said the book backed -up/* 
what they already knew. _ 
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